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waste of water 

In the article "One Drop at a Time" (August), Fran 
McGovern fails to mention the more than 20,000 golf 
courses in this country that require millions of acre- 
feet of water annually. If farmers can't get enough 
water to grow their crops, why are we building 
more golf courses? Water is a natural resource we 
can't afford to waste. - Paul Wilson, Silverton, Ore. 




Savings solution 

Fran McGovern does an excel- 
lent job explaining the complex 
issue of water allocations but does 
not give much insight into use 
issues, which are equally com- 
plex. The area where the greatest 
change could be accomplished for 
the smallest investment is in 
agricultural irrigation. We dis- 
courage more efficient water use 
by providing taxpayer-subsidized 
agricultural water at what is likely 
far below cost. If the California 
Central Valley had subsurface 
irrigation, water saved would 
remedy any southern California 
loss of Colorado River supply. 

- Malcolm Powell, Calistoga, Calif. 

Key to power 

Does anyone care that foreign- 
ers own the water utilities? 
American Water Company was 
sold to the Germans, and Suez - a 
French company - owns some of 
our large-city utilities. They have 
the key to power in the future 
water war. 

- Paul D. Roche, St. George, Utah 

Bad management 

Fran McGovern's claim about a 
worldwide water crisis - based on 
a single document from the CIA, 
one of the least reliable organiza- 
tions around - is needlessly 
rhetorical and intimidating. We 
need better water management, 
pricing and import substitution. 
This will bring more food, less 
starvation, better health, more 
environmental development and 
increased wealth. 

- Larry D. Weikal, Bucklin, Kan. 

Give to VA first 

National Commander Ron 
Conley hit the nail on the head 
("Forget Pork, Fund Veterans," 
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Commander's Message, August). I 
am outraged that President Bush 
went to Africa and gave $15 
billion for AIDS, even after the last 
fiasco of giving Africa money for 
AIDS only enriched the "leader- 
ship." What would that $15 billion 
mean to VA? It might help a little. 
- Kenneth and Mary Everitt, Con roe, Texas 

Not so fast, Nadler 

In August's Big Issues, U.S. Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., says she 
opposes the Patriot Act. He says 
that before Sept. 11, 2001, Con- 
gress had the sense to kill the 
proposals in the Patriot Act 
because they amounted to an 
assault on our civil liberties. 
Would Sept. 11 have occurred had 
these proposals been in place? He 
also says the act permits the 
government to seize all your 
assets if you're accused of terror- 
ism, without the necessity of 
evidence or proof. Perhaps Nadler 
should read the act more closely. 
Section 316 outlines the right to 

WE WANT 
YOUR OPINIONS 

The American Legion Magazine 
welcomes letters concerning 
articles that appear in the 
publication. Be sure to include your 
hometown and a daytime phone 
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All letters are subject to editing. 
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The American Legion Magazine 
P.O. BOX 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

You also can contact us 
directly via e-mail or through 
the World Wide Web: 

magazine@legion.org 
http://www.legion.org 



contest confiscation of property 
and says the court may admit 
otherwise inadmissible evidence 
determined reliable. 

The fear struck in my heart by 
Sept. 11 cannot match my fear of 
emasculating our intelligence 
agencies and law enforcement. 

- Bob Delmonico, Merrick, N.Y. 

Smoke and mirrors 

We must not support the so- 
called Patriot Act, which dissolves 
all our constitutional rights. It 
should be called the "Flim-Flam 
Act" - our government doing its 
best work. 

- Henry Mazurek, Lancaster, N.Y. 

No place for media 

The article "Live From Iraq" 
(August) points out the determi- 
nation of the media to get them- 
selves into military operations for 
dramatic entertainment and 
ratings. They make participants of 
isolated incidents TV personalities 
and even stars. What's next, 
embedded cosmetic technicians 
so everybody looks their best on 
TV? In one photo, it looks as if the 
press guy is team leader of the 
bunched-up Marines. In another, 
a Marine position supposedly 
under attack is swarming with 
journalists. One is gleefully in a 
Marine's face with the camera. 
"Unqualified success" for who? 
- Daniel Hellings, Summer/and Key, Fla. 

No heroes 

I strongly disagree with Alan 
W. Dowd's characterization of 
Jessica Lynch, Shoshana Johnson 
and Casaundra Grant as heroes 
("Our Other Hero," Under the 
Radar, August). They were just 
soldiers doing their jobs who 
happened to be in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. Dowd 
owes true heroes, who weigh the 
risks and still perform actions 
that put themselves in harm's 
way, an apology. 

- Peggy Paul, Olathe, Kan. 

Beware hypocrisy 

John Stone's article "The 
Terrorist Next Door" (August) is a 
timely reminder about the viru- 
lence of the Wahhabi brand of 
Islamic fundamentalism, the 
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spread of which is largely funded 
by the Saudi ruling class. How- 
ever, the article made no mention 
of our government's reluctance to 
fully air the Saudi government's 
complicity in aiding the spread of 
Wahhabism both in our country 
and overseas. 

Stone is only partially correct 
when he says the Saudis' funding 
of Islamic schools unleashes 
"pressure to accept Wahhabi 
intolerance of Christians and Jews 
who are not allowed to practice 
their faith inside Saudi Arabia." 
But the Wahhabi intolerance of 
Christians and Jews pales into 
insignificance when contrasted 
with the former's hatred of non- 
Abrahamic faiths such as Hindu- 
ism, Buddhism, and Bahai etc. We 
usually have a tendency to 
minimize the outcome of religious 
hatred against those who follow 
non-Abrahamic religions. For 
example, Hindus, Buddhists and 
Bahais are not even allowed to 
have prayer books or pictures of 
their deities while visiting or 
working in Saudi Arabia. I am 
told that the Saudi customs 
officials do not usually hold Jews 
and Christians to such rigorous 
requirements. 

We have to be eternally vigilant 
against our own attempts in this 
country to blur the separation of 
state and religion. If we are not, 
we will have no credibility when 
we preach against Wahhabism or 
any other form of religious 
intolerance overseas. 

- C. Alex Alexander, Odenton, Md. 

War ended later 

I agree with Richard Sinsigalli 
and his article "Vietnam: Winning 
the War, Losing the Peace" (July), 
except the first sentence. When he 
writes, "The fighting and dying in 
Vietnam ended for us when the 
last Marine chopper lifted off the 
roof of the American embassy in 
downtown Saigon," I suppose that 
statement is technically true about 
Vietnam. However, 17 men died - 
most of them from the 2nd Battal- 
ion, 9th Marines - in the rescue 
attempt of the SS Moyaguez crew 
on May 15, 1975. The war and 
dying were far from over in April. 

-James Gregory, Charleston, S.C. 
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Pointless victory 

Richard Sinsigalli writes, "The 
war in Vietnam should have been 
won. It could have been won if the 
politicians had not failed miser- 
ably." Sure it could have been 
won. But what would we have 
won? Probably the right to station 
an army of occupation in Vietnam 
for the past 30 years while fight- 
ing a low-level guerrilla war 
killing a half-dozen Americans a 
week. And for what purpose? To 
bring about the collapse of 
international communism? We 
pulled out of Vietnam and com- 
munism collapsed anyway. 

- George Rogers, Stevens Point, Wis. 

Disgrace to nation 

Richard Sinsigalli's article is the 
most accurate piece of literature 
I've read on the Vietnam War. The 
war's micromanagement by the 
White House and Pentagon was a 
disgrace to the nation. It's impos- 
sible to know how many lives were 
unnecessarily lost by the bad 
judgment of those making the poli- 
cies. The crowning insult was the 
treatment our returning military 
received at the hands of fellow 
citizens and the liberal press. 
They've also been ignored by the 
Pentagon and VA regarding the 
effects of combat and the use of 
Agent Orange. 

A new generation is fighting in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, the Philippines 
and who knows where next. Will 
they receive the same stonewall 
treatment? 

- Bob English, Orange City, Fla. 

watch Puerto Rico 

An article like "The Other Axis 
of Evil" (July) was long overdue. 
It amazes me how little attention 
is paid events south of the border 
by American news media. Fidel 
Castro has managed to make a 
mockery of fabled American 
resolve to defend democratic 
ideals. Your article is a clarion 
call on this issue. 

I would like to add the anti- 
American administration of 
Puerto Rico. Gov. Sila Calderon, 
the island's first woman governor, 
made it a point to invite Venezue- 
la's virtual dictator, Hugo Chavez, 
to her inauguration ceremonies in 



January 2001. Her intention was 
to have him as the event's main 
speaker. In a rare display of 
awareness, this was thwarted by 
the U.S. State Department. 

Since then, Calderon has 
appointed a number of well- 
known nationalist and communist 
agitators to high offices, which 
they promptly filled with their 
own kind. This includes members 
of the terrorist Macheteros organi- 
zation. Also, the governor led the 
fight to expel the Navy from 
Vieques, culminating in a riot 
staged by her allies. They de- 
stroyed more than $1 million in 
government property. However, 
she ordered the island's police not 
to arrest or accuse anyone in- 
volved. This is in glaring contrast 
with her swift order to arrest pro- 
American demonstrators who 
tried to get one Machetero- 
sympathizing official to reinstall 
the American flag she had re- 
moved from her office. 

- Luis S. Miranda, Tampa, Fla. 

Dubious agenda 

I appreciated Stephen Presser's 
fine article "Between Free Speech 
and the Flag" (July). His point that 
the invasion of free speech by 
political correctness is far more 
pervasive than any flag-protection 
amendment could ever be is 
important and dramatic. It un- 
masks the true agenda of those 
opposing the flag amendment. 
These people yearn for a surrender 
of American sovereignty to a one- 
world government constructed 
along socialist lines. 

- Wayne G. Skaggs, Wimberley Texas 

Offensive to all 

Stephen Presser's article is 
excellent. If the Supreme Court 
can find a rationale to outlaw cross 
burning, it should be able to find a 
rationale to outlaw flag burning. 

- David Towle, Ellicott City, Md. 

More than cousins 

In "Coasties at War" (Under the 
Radar, July), Alan W. Dowd refers 
to Coast Guardsmen as "cousins" 
of the U.S. Armed Forces. On the 
contrary, the Coast Guard is a 
sister to every other branch. The 
oath a "Coastie" takes is no 
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different from the one I and any 
other GI took. Especially since 
Sept. 11, 2001, the Coast Guard is 
our nation's first line of defense. 

- Gaylord Nobles, Elmira Heights, NY. 

Oust United Nations 

U.S. Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., 
is correct in his evaluation of the 
United Nations (Big Issues, July) . 
It has failed to live up to its 
responsibilities. Majority decisions 
to impose restrictions on countries 
like Iraq have no effect, while 
North Korea thumbs its commu- 
nist nose at the world and renews 
its nuclear-weapons program. 

New York is a wonderland for 
U.N. delegates who enjoy the 
perks of American life and more. 
Along with immunity to prosecu- 
tion, they have access to expen- 
sive stores and the finest restau- 
rants, something most don't have 
in their impoverished Third World 
countries. The United States foots 
the bill by paying for the security, 
facilities, management and 
maintenance. 

It's time to relocate the United 
Nations to Paris or Berlin. Being 
the strong, supportive allies they 
are, as demonstrated during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, it's only 
fair we give them the honor of 
paying the bills. They earned it. 

- Robert M. Juifs, Houston 

Editor's Note: Past National 
Commander Ronald F. Conley 
received the following letter from 
former U.S. Rep. Austin J. Murphy, 
D-Pa. Conley's response follows. 

The war continues 

Dear Ron, 

I was disappointed to read the 
first line of your July Command- 
er's Message, "Veterans Deserve 
Good Jobs." You have apparently 
joined George W. Bush's chorus, 
saying the war in Iraq is over. 

With Americans being injured 
and killed daily, how can you, as 
a veteran, say the war is over? For 
me, it will not be over until 1st 
Sgt. Brian Murphy of the 332nd 
Engineer Group returns to the 
United States, along with every 
other American servicemember 
in that area. 

The results of the conflict were 
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not well thought out by the 
administration, and now the 
American people - with their 
sons, daughters and dollars - are 
paying for it. Our commander in 
chief is uttering sentences such as, 
"Bring them on," and, "Our troops 
will not return until we have 
established our type of democracy 
in Iraq." Apparently, Bush has not 
studied history or geography, for 
in many areas of the world - 
including most of the Middle East 
- representative democracy is not 
their way of life. 

In my opinion, those thousands 
of square miles of sand are not 
worth one American life. Sgt. 
Murphy, Post 22, and myself, Post 
301, are certainly loyal Americans, 
but we believe in America first. 

I hope you, as a veteran and our 
national commander, will con- 
tinue to support our troops 
without uttering "the war is over." 

Very truly yours, 
Austin J. Murphy 

Dear Austin, 

Thanks for your recent letter 
regarding the July Commander's 
Message. 

Don't be misled by the July 
cover date. The article was 
actually written in early May. At 
the time, statues of Saddam 
Hussein were toppling, regime 
officials had fled, and the presi- 
dent had declared aboard an 
aircraft carrier that the war was 
over. How premature that declara- 
tion turned out to be. 

You are correct in pointing out 
that with Americans being 
injured and killed daily in Iraq, 
the war is not over. I know this 
firsthand by having visited our 
wounded men and women at 
Walter Reed and the Lundstuhl 
Regional Medical Center in 
Germany. The war is certainly not 
over for our fellow Pennsylvanian 
Pfc. Salvatore Ross, who was 
blinded in both eyes, lost hearing 
in his left ear and had part of his 
leg amputated. I'm grateful 
Legionnaires from Post 51 in 
Uniontown have been looking 
after Ross and his family. 

Although I would like to take 
back my statement that the war is 
over, I'm sure we both agree on 
the topic of my message, which is 



that our returning veterans 
deserve decent jobs. 

Yours truly, 
Ronald F. Conley 

Lip service 

National Commander Ron 
Conley's message concerning jobs 
for veterans was timely and 
informative. However, veterans 
preference in federal employment 
is a joke. I am a Vietnam and 
Desert Storm veteran who applied 
for an airport screener position. I 
spent my own money to travel to 
the testing site and many hours 
completing the online application. 
After a grueling day of testing, I 
was informed I would be hired. I 
received a call-back date and was 
told to be prepared to complete 
the hiring package and be fitted 
for uniforms. I reported at the 
designated time, and no one from 
the Transportation Security 
Agency showed up to process me. 
All I could do was call their 800 
telephone number to find out 
what happened. No response. 
Now I read they hired more than 
1,000 screeners with criminal 
felony convictions. Veterans 
preference in hiring is nothing 
more than lip service. 

- Lou Stennes, Warner Robins, Ga. 

No longer a number 

I was one of the "I Am Not a 
Number" interviewees in the May 
issue of The American Legion 
Magazine. Apparently someone in 
VA is reading it. Shortly after the 
issue came out, I received a call 
from the head doctor at Bay Pines 
VA Hospital's audiology clinic. He 
said someone high up in VA had 
seen the article and asked him to 
call me. To make the long story 
short, I went for an examination, 
where my severe hearing loss 
from jet-engine noises was 
revealed. I was fitted for hearing 
aids and am now wearing a top- 
of-the-line pair. I'm hearing 
things I had not heard for many 
years. 

Your work has not been in vain. 
Here is one veteran who finally 
got into the system, and I have 
since been treated royally. 
Thanks. 

- Robert F. Thomas, Arcadia, Fla. 
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big issues 



DoD exemption from EPA laws 



SUPPORT 




Rep. Sue Myrick 

R-N.C. 



It is important to 
ensure that training 
is not compromised. 



The recent war in Iraq 
demonstrates the benefit of 
being militarily prepared, as 
well as equipped with neces- 
sary technology. 

Testing military preparedness 
and state-of-the-art weaponry 
takes time, practice and 
locations. However, environ- 
mentalists argue that tests of 
military readiness at certain locations are harmful 
for the environment and natural habitats. While it 
is important to keep in mind the environmental 
implications of military training, it also is impor- 
tant to ensure that training is not compromised by 

extraneous environmen- 
tal restrictions. 

Some environmental- 
ists argue that if a 
porpoise is forced to 
alter its swimming path 
because of the sonar on 
a submarine, that submarine is harassing the 
porpoise and intruding upon its habitat. Others 
suggest that if military troops practicing on a 
beach cause a seal to turn its head and look at 
them, the seal has been harassed and an infraction 
has occurred. 

Consideration should be given to environmental 
concerns. But imagine a submarine halting a 
training exercise because a porpoise swam too 
close, or a U.S. Marine unit stops a practice beach 
invasion because a seal turned its head. 

Such scenarios are at the center of a debate in 
Congress. Although DoD will spend $4 billion on 
environmental protection in 2004, it is important 
to strike a proper balance. As such, DoD requested 
exemptions from certain provisions of a number of 
federal environmental laws. For instance, the 
Endangered Species Act often prohibits the mili- 
tary from using lands that endangered species 
could inhabit in the future - even if they are not 
currently in the vicinity. 

The House version of the DoD Authorization Act 
for fiscal year 2004 contains exempting language 
clarifying military 



Rep. Ellen Tauscher 

D-Calif. 



OPPOSE 




provisions of the ESA 
and portions of the 
Marine Mammal Protec- 
tion Act. The Senate 
version allows only ESA 
exemptions. The House 
and Senate will have to 
come to a compromise 
on this issue for the sake 
of military readiness. 



America's military is second 
to none, and Congress must 
ensure it remains so. This 
means giving our men and 
women in uniform the pay 
raises they deserve, investing 
in military families and 
ensuring our troops are ready 
to deploy around the globe at a 
moment's notice. 

Recent debate implied that environmental 
regulations hurt military readiness. I believe it is 
unnecessary to pit a strong defense against a 
healthy environment. 

The Department of Defense already can receive 
waivers from the Endan- 
gered Species Act and 
Marine Mammal Protec- 
tion Act when national 
security is at stake. In 
the three decades since 
these laws have been in 
effect, not a single 
waiver has been sought. 

Blanket exemptions 
attached to this year's National Defense Authoriza- 
tion Act would apply to everything on military 
installations, including golf courses and swimming 
pools - hardly pressing matters of national defense. 

America's overwhelming victories in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq demonstrate the readiness and skill 
of our military. And, earlier this year, EPA Ad- 
ministrator Christie Whitman told a Senate 
committee she didn't know of "a training mission 
anywhere in the country that is being held up or 
not taking place because of an environmental 
protection regulation." 

Last year's Defense Authorization Act required 
the Pentagon to report to Congress on whether 
environment regulations are impacting military 
readiness. The report still has not been completed, 
and any legislative "remedies" are premature until 
we know what problems - if any - exist. 

I am willing to work with DoD to help resolve 
specific compliance difficulties where it makes 

sense, but the Pentagon 



I believe it is 
unnecessary to pit 
a strong defense 
against a healthy 
environment 



YOUR OPINIONS COUNT 

Senators and representatives are interested in constituent 
viewpoints. You may express your views in writing at the 
following addresses: 

The Honorable (name) The Honorable (name) 
U.S. Senate House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 224-3121 Phone: (202) 225-3121 



has yet to provide any 
data to back up their 
claims and justify these 
sweeping exemptions. 

The people should not 
be misled into choosing 
between being America 
the beautiful or the home 
of the brave. I believe we 
can and should be both. 
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Baby boomers may break the bank on Social Security 



America's Social Security program is at a pivotal point in its history - head- 
ing for bankruptcy, some say, if Congress and the administration do not 
overhaul the system, now seven decades old. 

The Social Security and Medicare boards of trustees warn that tax income 
will fall short of benefit outlays by 2018, and the trust fund will be sufficient to 
pay only 73 percent of scheduled annual benefits by 2042, when the combined 
Old Age and Survivors Insurance and Disability Insurance trust funds are 
exhausted. The agency's commissioner, Jo Anne B. Barnhart, says action is 
needed now if Social Security is to remain solvent. 

Barnhart, the 14th commissioner of the Social Security Administration, over- 
sees a 65,000-employee independent federal agency responsible for managing 
Social Security retirement, survivors and disability programs, as well as the 
Supplemental Security Income program. Her six-year term expires Jan. 19, 2007. 

Here is what she had to say about the future of Social Security, in a recent 
interview with The American Legion Magazine: 



The American Legion Magazine: 

How secure is Social Security? 
Jo Anne B. Barnhart: The impor- 
tant thing to remember about 
Social Security is that since it 
was created it has always been 
there for people. Benefits for 
current retirees and near-retirees 
- the baby boomers - are abso- 
lutely secure. The problem really 
is for our children and our 
grandchildren. 

TALM: Will Social Security be 
there for our children and 
grandchildren? 

JBB: We have approximately $1.4 
trillion in the Social Security 
trust fund today because more 
taxes have been taken in than 
benefits paid out. By 2018, 
benefits will exceed income. 
There will not be enough taxes 
coming in each month to pay 
benefits for that month. As a 



result, we will have to dip into 
accumulated interest. By 2028 
interest will be depleted, and we 
will have to use trust-fund assets. 
If no changes are made by 2042, 
the trust fund will be exhausted. 
We will then be forced to rely 
solely on taxes coming in month 
to month to pay benefits. That 
will not be enough. People 
retiring or who are retired in 
2042 are projected to receive only 
73 percent of their scheduled 
annual benefits. 

TALM: What is causing the 
steady depletion of assets? 
JBB: Social Security is a pay-as- 
you-go system. The taxes people 
pay today pay benefits for retirees 
today. It's a system that has 
worked well. We have always had 
more workers to fund the program 
than retirees receiving benefits. 
But the ratio is dwindling, and 



income will eventually be less 
than what's needed to fund full 
benefits. In 1960, we had five 
workers per retiree. Today we 
have 3.3 workers per retiree. In 
the not-too-distant future, the 
ratio will be two-to-one and 
eventually less than two-to-one. 
Quite frankly, my generation - the 
baby boomers - is responsible for 
that. Retiring boomers, combined 
with low birth rates during the 
past few decades, means the ratio 
of workers to retirees will go 
down. And as ratios decline, so do 
the reserves in the trust fund. It's 
simple mathematics. 

TALM: What can be done to 
assure that future retirees get full 
benefits? 

JBB: There are a number of 
options. We could raise Social 
Security taxes 15 percent now 
and ensure the sustainability of 
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the system beyond 2077. If we 
wait until 2042, Social Security 
taxes would have to be increased 
50 percent to accomplish the 
same results. We also could do 
some sort of transfer of revenue 
from general income tax into the 
Social Security trust fund. But 
then you have a program that is 
not self-sustainable. It becomes 
an income-transfer program. 

TALM: Why not eliminate the tax 
cap on earnings to augment the 
trust fund? 

JBB: That could certainly bring 
in more taxes, but I'm not sure it 
would generate enough revenue 
to mitigate anticipated shortfalls. 
It also becomes a fairness issue. 
The replacement rate for people 
who get Social Security benefits 
varies depending on income. Low 
earners have an approximate 52- 
percent replacement rate, mean- 
ing Social Security income 
typically might be half their 
annual salary earned while 
working. Average earners get 
approximately 40 percent. High 
earners get less than 25 percent. 
Looking at it from an equity 
perspective, high earners are 
already getting a much lower 
replacement rate. 

TALM: Can you explain the term 
"notch babies"? 

JBB: In 1972, Congress added 
annual cost-of-living increases 
for Social Security recipients. A 
mistake was made in the formu- 
la, creating unintended increases 
in benefits. Congress corrected 
its faulty formula in 1977. The 
formula adjustment created a 
situation where Social Security 
recipients born 1917 or after 
would receive lower yet intended 
benefits than those born between 
1910 and 1917. Not wanting to 
suddenly reduce benefits for 




Baby-boomer Jo Anne B. Barnhart oversees Social Security at a critical time in its history. 

James V. Carroll 



people born in the created notch, 
Congress devised a transition 
formula to phase in payment 
reductions. Notch recipients 
received either the intended 
benefit or the transitional benefit 
- whichever was the higher 
amount. They are actually 
getting more than the people 
who came along behind them but 
not as much as the people who 
were immediately before them. 

TALM: Is Social Security tax used 
for other programs? 
JBB: Income that is not needed 
goes to special interest-bearing 
bonds issued by the Treasury De- 
partment. Social Security funds 
have always been used for other 
purposes. The important thing to 
remember is that we can redeem 
bonds when we need them. 



TALM: How much is an adequate 
retirement income? 
JBB: Professionals believe people 
need 70 percent to 80 percent of 
pre-retirement income to enjoy a 
safe, comfortable and secure 
retirement. To help people plan 
for their retirement, Social 
Security mails a personalized 
report every year to workers over 
age 25. It's an important docu- 
ment. It explains earnings 
history and calculates expected 
benefits. I urge people to read 
their annual statement, pay 
attention to what's in it and use it 
for financial planning. 

TALM: How soon should people 
plan for retirement? 
JBB: People need to be concerned 
about savings at a very young 
age. This country has not been a 
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country where people save a lot. 
One of our goals is to help people 
understand that Social Security is 
only one part of the retirement 
picture. It was never designed or 
intended to provide for a person's 
entire retirement needs. Retire- 
ment is a three-legged stool: 
Social Security, private or em- 
ployer-sponsored pensions, as 
well as personal savings. Some 
people add health care as a 
fourth leg to the stool. We talk 
about the role of Social Security 
as part of our public education 
program, but people also should 
take personal responsibility in 
terms of saving for their future. 

TALM: How critical is a private 
savings strategy? 
JBB: Personal saving has always 
been important but particularly 
so today. The nature of America's 
workforce is changing. People 
used to go to work somewhere 
and stay there forever. They could 
most often count on a company 
pension at retirement age. People 
today tend to be more mobile. 
Companies come and go and may 
not be there in the end to provide 
company pensions. The changing 
employment culture has created a 
greater sensitivity in people to the 
fact they need to take a more 
active role in planning for their 
retirement needs. 

TALM: Should workers be permit- 
ted to divert some of their Social 
Security tax contributions into 
private investments? 
JBB: The role SSA plays, and 
looks forward to playing in the 
public debate about personal 
accounts, is one of an adviser to 
Congress or anyone else about 
the effects various funding 
proposals might have on the 
solvency of the trust fund. The 
important thing to remember is 
that the longer we wait to address 
predictable problems the more 
drastic the solutions become. 

We should start talking about it 
now and hopefully take action 
within the next few years to 
avoid any abrupt changes and to 
give people transition time for 
planning. Because Social Secu- 
rity is a program that reaches 
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into almost every American 
home and so many people rely 
on, or are affected by it one way 
or another, it is absolutely critical 
we have a bipartisan approach. 
Politics and Social Security is not 
a good mix. What we need is a 
plan where the politicians come 
together for the good of the 
program. Social Security has 
become too much a part of the 
fabric of American society to be 
subjected to partisan politics. 

TALM: Some experts say waiting 
lines for disability benefits are 
longer than those at VA. Is that 
claim correct? 

JBB: Sadly, that may be true, but 
we are working to reduce waiting 
times for people seeking disabil- 
ity benefits. Today it can take as 
many as four years for a person to 
get benefits if he or she has to go 
through every stage of the 
appeals process. That's too long. 
That shouldn't happen. Looking 
at where we are today - and 
where we would like to be - we 
calculate it will take us five years 
to get rid of our backlog. It's 
important we solve the problem 
within the next five years because 
the baby boomers are coming, 
and the workloads will really 
shoot up. We already get nearly 
2 million new claims a year. 

TALM: How do you plan to reduce 
the disability claims backlog? 
JBB: We are reducing wait times 
everywhere we can find ineffi- 
ciencies. But there is no single 
silver bullet. We need an arsenal. 
Some delays are long while 
others are shorter. We chip away 
at days one at a time. As an 
example, when I came to the 
agency in 2001, claims took 447 
days to get through the appeals 
council. This year we are going 
to be down to 300 days. That's 
still too long, but cutting 150 
days is significant progress. It's a 
huge reduction in waiting time. 

TALM: Can you describe a 
specific delay problem and how 
you hope to eliminate it? 
JBB: Case determinations are 
delayed for a number of reasons. 
Some are avoidable. Others are 



not. For example, cases today ar^ 
contained in paper folders that 
are cumbersome to handle and 
problematic to manage. An 
average case folder gets lost in our 
administrative system nearly 60 
days. There are various reasons 
for this, but in the end it remains 
a two-month delay. Another 40 
days are typically lost while files 
are transferred from one location 
to another in the mail. 

We are currently testing an 
electronic case-file system that 
will eliminate most delays associ- 
ated with handling paper files. 
The electronic system will move 
records instantaneously from site 
to site, no longer bound by 
physical location. Files can be 
accessed wherever they are 
needed at the push of a button. 
It's going to be a tremendous 
timesaving tool. We are testing 
the system in two or three states 
as we speak, and we expect to be 
up and running in every state by 
March 2005 - nearly five years 
ahead of schedule. 

Let me add that our people are 
very dedicated employees who 
want to provide quality and 
timely service. But increasing 
workloads are putting a strain on 
the system. That's why I'm 
gratified that President Bush 
proposed an 8.5-percent budget 
increase in 2004. The additional 
money will permit us to hire 
1,300 new people to help us meet 
our commitment to service. 

Your readers might be inter- 
ested to know that Social Security 
pays benefits to more than 
50 million people. We issue 
390 million notices and 17 million 
Social Security cards each year. 
We handle 55 million telephone 
calls annually on our toll-free 
telephone line. We get 34,000 
Internet inquiries a month on our 
Web site. More than 95 percent of 
the people in America are touched 
by Social Security at some point. 
More than 133 million workers 
pay taxes into Social Security and 
are getting annual statements. 
One in six people in this country 
receive benefits of one kind or 
another. The breadth of this 
program is enormous and the 
volume is huge. □ 
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And if you qualify, 
don't pay one cent out of pocket!* 

Did you know that, as a VA beneficiary or a Medicare 
enrollee with supplemental insurance, you could be going 
where you want to go and doing what you want to do in a 
Hoveround power wheelchair - all without paying anything 
out of your own pocket? 

All you have to do is call. 
We'll come right to you - and we'll bring 
our "freedom machine" with us. 

Just call our toll-free number. Our 
knowledgeable specialist will ask you a 
few simple questions and, once every- 
thing is in order, we'll come to your 
home and discuss which Hoveround is 
best for you. We'll bring a Hoveround 
along so you can get an idea of what 
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We'll talk to your doctor - and 
your insurance company - for you. 
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prescribed Hoveround chairs for their patients. So once 
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Social Security's salvation 

The system depends on service to lower-income retirees. 



BY WILLIAM W. BEACH 

Few commitments made to 
the American people in the 
20th century are more 
significant than those contained 
in the Social Security Act of 1935. 
Not only did Congress and the 
president fundamentally alter the 
course of public policy by 
aligning it with the principles of 
private mutual aid, but they also 
established a virtually irrevo- 
cable promise to future genera- 
tions. Today's workers insure 
themselves against certain 
vagaries of their future economic 
lives by supplying tax dollars for 
those in need. Social Security is 
the quintessential intergenera- 
tional insurance program. In 
exchange for lower incomes, 
current workers shift the provi- 
sion of their own future retire- 
ment needs onto the earnings of 
future workers. 

Demographic trends unimag- 
ined by the system's founders, 
combined with numerous expan- 
sions of Social Security's original 
mandate, now threaten the future 
of this important commitment. It 
is altogether possible that a 
failure to change the retirement 
portion of Social Security will 
lead to significantly higher taxes 
on low- and moderate-income 
workers. A failure to act now also 
may lead to lower retirement 
income for all beneficiaries and 
longer work lives before retire- 
ment. The system's challenges 
are, indeed, numerous. 

Social Security's founders 
established a statutory retire- 
ment age of 65 when average life 
expectancy was 61. But a popula- 
tion explosion occurred just 10 
years after Social Security's 
creation. Now the largest genera- 
tion of workers in world history 
is steadily approaching retire- 
ment in better health than any 
preceding generation. By 2010, 
nearly 70 million "baby boom- 



ers" will begin drawing benefits 
from Social Security. In fact, the 
fastest-growing segment of the 
population by 2020 will be 
people older than 75. Economists 
estimate the amounts of future 
Social Security payments for 
boomers and their children 
at between $4 trillion and 
$11 trillion after inflation. No 
change in the current system 
could mean a 40-percent in- 
crease in payroll taxes over the 
next 20 years. 

Currently, it takes 3.5 workers 
to support one retiree's Social 
Security retirement benefit. By 
2020, this ratio will have fallen to 
2 to 1. In 1950, the ratio stood at 
nearly 30 to 1. 

Today's workers must pay 
historically high payroll taxes to 
fund this publicly supported 
retirement and medical program. 
These taxes fall heaviest on 
those workers in low- and 
moderate-income households. 
Even worse, if you're a young, 
single African-American male, 
Social Security's retirement 
program contains little value at 
all due to lower life expectan- 
cies. Such a low-income male 
born in 1970 has a rate of return 
of -0.7 percent. Indeed, he loses 
about $14,000 in the Old Age 
Insurance program, compared to 
the $79,800 he would have if he 
invested his payroll taxes in 
Treasury bonds. 

Social Security needs to be 
reformed to deal with these 
problems. The reform should do 
two things: secure the ability of 
the system to deliver on its 
promises to beneficiaries and 
enable today's workers to look 
forward to more income in 
retirement. To do this, I propose 
the following reforms: 
■ Enact a Social Security con- 
tract between the government 
and citizens, specifying the 
benefits retirees now and in the 
future will receive. The Supreme 



Court says there is no right to 
benefits. 

■ Concentrate immediately on 
securing the retirement years of 
working Americans by raising 
the retirement income they can 
expect. Make no changes in 
Social Security's disability and 
dependents program. 

■ Raise retirement income by 
allowing workers to place a 
portion of their payroll taxes now 
devoted to retirement income - 
but not disability, etc. - into a 
personal savings or investment 
retirement account instead. 
Workers who exercised this 
choice would not receive the 
Social Security benefits associ- 
ated with the portion of their 
taxes they placed in private 
accounts, but they would receive 
the Social Security benefits 
financed by the rest of their 
payroll taxes. 

■ Require all personal retirement 
accounts to include an annuity at 
least equivalent to the Social 
Security benefits foregone by the 
worker. The annuity would have 
to be insured, with back-up 
insurance provided by the federal 
government. 

No worker would be required 
to open a personal retirement 
account, but all Americans - 
whether or not they open a 
personal retirement account with 
a portion of their payroll taxes - 
would be entitled to minimum 
benefits from traditional Social 
Security. If payroll taxes have to 
remain as high as 15.3 percent of 
earnings, then Congress should 
change the system to create a 
savings element within Social 
Security. Social Security should 
provide adequate income, and be 
a vehicle for creating wealth in 
low- and moderate-income 
households. □ 

William W. Beach is director of 
the Center for Data Analysis at the 
Heritage Foundation. 
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Ready-to-wear 



© Hearing Help Express, Inc. - DeKalb, IL60115 



Hearing Aid 
Amaze You! 



"I am very happy that I found 
a hearing aid that a retiree can 
afford. It fits perfectly in my 
ear, which was hard to believe 
at first. Better than high 
priced ones. 77 

Jean Morris 
New York 
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Out of Sight! 




EarMate-LT enlarged. 



Call 1-800-513-2039 3*4 57 

for your Free Information! B9 


Customer comments on file - printed with their permission 

j"What a glorious feeling to be able to hear again! After 
j only one week, I've been forgetting I have my hearing aid 
j in my ear... Thank you for your wonderful service! You are 
j tops in my book and I didn't have to spend $3,000 as my 
j ear doctor suggested! 77 /).//. _ Lillian, AL 

\ 'This hearing aid has helped her so much. She loves it and 
jail of the family does too. We don't have to yell anymore. 77 
j G.W. - Tellico Plaines, TN 

j "The LT hearing aid is a great deal and I now hear birds 
j I haven't heard in years. Thank you." j 0 ij n R ee( f _ Ohio 


|Send to: 

■ Hearing Help Express ■ 
1 105 North First St., Dept 34-457 
| DeKalb, IL 60115-0586 

1 Free Shipping! ■ 

' 1^1 YES! Please rush me details 
| on the EarMate-LT hearing aid. 

I understand there is no obligation 
| and no salesperson will call. 

| Mr Mrs Ms | 

| Address | 

JCity/State/Zip | 



Privatization makes no sens 

Individual accounts do not provide risk-free income. 



BY PETER ORSZAG 

Social Security faces a long- 
term deficit, one that needs 
to be eliminated to put the 
program on firmer footing in the 
future. But addressing the long- 
term deficit by diverting payroll 
revenue into individual accounts 
doesn't make sense. 

First, individual accounts 
already play a useful role in our 
nation's retirement system, with 
existing defined contribution 
accounts like 401 (k)s and IRAs. 
But they should not substitute 
for Social Security's assured 
base level of income. 

Unlike Social Security, indi- 
vidual accounts do not provide 
income that is free from the 
risks of financial market col- 
lapses, unexpectedly high 
inflation during retirement or 
the possibility of outliving one's 
assets. The stock-market col- 
lapse over the past few years 
should serve as a particularly 
potent reminder of the need to 
protect a base level of retirement 
income. Social Security also 
provides protection against 
having one's career or health 
turn out to be worse than 
expected; individual accounts do 
not. In addressing Social Securi- 
ty's long-term deficit, we should 
not destroy the crucial social 
insurance it provides. 

Second, diverting Social 
Security revenue into individual 
accounts, in and of itself, just 
makes Social Security's fiscal 
gap larger. The reason is simply 
that it reduces revenue flowing 
into Social Security by shifting 
that money to the individual 
accounts. To paper over that 
problem, many individual 
account plans - including the 
ones proposed by the President's 
Commission to Strengthen 
Social Security - assume that 
money will be transferred from 
the rest of the federal budget to 
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Despite claims to the 
contrary from various 

charlatans, diverting 
revenue into individual 
accounts is not by any 



to Social Security's ills. 

shore up the Social Security 
system. 

In the face of large projected 
deficits outside Social Security, 
artificially making Social 
Security's finances look better 
by merely assuming money from 
the rest of the budget represents 
a massive magic asterisk. For 
example, to offset the adverse ef- 
fects of individual accounts on 
the program's financing, Presi- 
dent Bush's commission assumes 
trillions of dollars in revenue 
would somehow be made 
available to Social Security - 
without telling us where the 
money would come from. 

Third, most proposals for 
diverting Social Security taxes 
into individual accounts would 
be voluntary. President Bush has 
even demanded that accounts be 
voluntary as one of his prin- 
ciples for reform. Yet another 
English-speaking industrialized 
economy - that of the United 
Kingdom - has practiced a 
system of voluntary individual 
accounts since 1988, and the 
experience has been particularly 
unhappy. Administrative costs 
on the accounts have proven to 
be surprisingly high, and a 
massive scandal erupted when 
individuals were given mislead- 
ing advice about whether they 
should choose voluntary indi- 
vidual accounts instead of other 
Social Security options. The U.K. 



government is now strictly 
regulating the level and types of 
fees individual account provid- 
ers can charge because the 
unregulated approach had 
proven so disastrous. 

Despite claims to the contrary 
from various charlatans, divert- 
ing revenue into individual 
accounts is not by any means a 
pain-free solution to Social 
Security's ills. Promises of easy 
riches are almost always mis- 
leading. And the long-term 
deficit projected in Social 
Security should not serve as an 
excuse for ripping apart the 
program's social insurance 
structure or be "fixed" with vari- 
ous accounting gimmicks. 

So how should we go about 
reforming Social Security? The 
long-term imbalance in Social 
Security will ultimately require 
some combination of reductions 
in benefits and increases in 
revenue. In 1983, a commission 
headed by Alan Greenspan 
facilitated a Social Security 
reform that balanced modest 
benefit reductions over time 
with modest increases in rev- 
enue. That type of balanced 
approach, avoiding the extremes 
of addressing the entire deficit 
either through benefit cuts or 
through revenue increases, 
seems the most auspicious way 
forward. In a forthcoming book, 
MIT professor Peter Diamond 
and I present a plan to do just 
that. Dogmatic insistence that 
Social Security revenue be 
diverted into individual accounts 
will likely just delay true reform, 
not advance it. □ 

Peter Orszag is the Joseph Pech- 
man Senior Fellow in Economic 
Studies at the Brookings Institu- 
tion. He is the co-author, with 
Peter A. Diamond, of "Social 
Security Reform: A Balanced 
Approach" (Brookings Institution 
Press, 2004). 
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The First Chevrolet Convertible Ever 



A Harley Earl Design 

1928 AB Deluxe Roadster 

Doors, Hood 
& Rumble 
Seat Open 




Favorite Tun 
Car of the Jazz Era 

75th Anniversary Edition 

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
the 5-millionth Chevrolet, The National 
Motor Museum Mint™ has been officially 
licensed to release a strictly limited, one- 
time-only special collector's edition of the 
first Chevrolet convertible ever built — the 
1928 Chevy AB Deluxe Roadster. Packed 
with a 'ton of dynamite' under the hood — 
and a rumble seat where cuddlesome cou- 
ples generated more heat than the engine 
up front — it soon became the hottest car 
of the Roaring 20's. 
Precision-Engineered To Original 
1928 Chevrolet Specifications 

Designed by the legendary Harley Earl, it 
comes loaded with operating parts so 
authentic, you almost feel like jumping in 
and driving away Every last intricate com- 
ponent is finely detailed in precise scale 

1928 Chevrolet Half Ton Pick-up 



Doors & 
Hood Open 



Light 
'Deliver-it 
Truck 



ratio: dual running boards, rear-mounted 
spare, working wheels, doors that open and 
close, full rumble seat, luxury interior and 
a louvered bi-fold hood that opens to a 
fully detailed Chevy inline engine. 

Comes With a Certificate Of Authenticity 
and Satisfaction Is Fully Guaranteed! 
Authentic die-cast replicas of classic, com- 
memorative cars normally sell for as much 
as $30.00 each. But under the terms of our 
license we are authorized to offer these col- 
lector's treasure-pieces at a special price of 
only $10.00. Satisfaction is guaranteed or 
money refunded in full (less p&h). 



Back view showing 
tailgate and barrels 



For faster service, 
call us, toll-free 

1-888-215-6468 

Department DRCB-0001 

Mon-Fri, 9AM-8PM 
Sat & Sun, 9AM-5PM, Eastern Time 



3 The National Motor Museum Mint, 22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 




National Motor Museum Mint, Dept. DRCB-0001 
22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 

Please send me the following '1928 Chevys' on 
your money-back guarantee (less p&h). 

□ One 1928 Chevy Only $10 each 

□ Deluxe Roadster □ Pickup Truck 

□ SAVE! One set (Both 1928 Chevy's) Only $20 

□ BEST OFFER: Two sets (4 cars) only $40 
Add $5 p&h no matter what you order 

(CT residents please add 6% Sales Tax) 

Enclosed is $ check or money order 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex □ Discover 

Acct# Exp. 

Name 

Address 

City 



Long 



Be sure to visit us at: www.motormint.com 



_State _ 



_ Zip _ 



Email Address _ 
Daytime Phone_ 
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'Notch-baby' benefits fall short 

Long-ago formula change created disparities still unresolved. 



BY PATRICIA GAUL 

How would you feel about 
receiving lower Social 
Security benefits, just 
because of the year you were 
born? It's happening to a group 
of Americans, many of whom 
were asked to bear the weight of 
fighting for us in World War II. 

Notch babies are individuals 
born between 1917 and 1926 
who, because of an early Social 
Security reform, generally 
receive less in Social Security 
benefits than individuals born 
in the years immediately before 
or after. Roughly 8 million notch 
babies are alive, but that num- 
ber is dwindling. 

In 1972 and 1973, Congress 
began to adjust benefits annu- 
ally. But the automatic cost-of- 
living adjustments grew too 
fast. By 1977, the Social Security 
Trust Fund was estimated to go 
bankrupt in just a few years. 
Congress responded by chang- 
ing the way benefits were 
calculated, beginning with 
those born in 1917 and who 
became eligible for benefits in 
1979. 

The 1977 Social Security Act 
amendments created a new 
benefit formula and a transition- 
al benefit formula to phase in 
the new benefits. Neither new 
formula worked as anticipated, 
and the result was the disparity 
now known as the "notch." 

For years some have argued 
that no disparity exists, that 
those born immediately prior to 
1917 are actually getting a 
"windfall." Those "windfall 
babies," some say, receive 
higher benefits than they 
should, and those born in 1917 
and subsequent years are simply 
getting that to which they are 
entitled under the new law. 
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Individuals born between 

1917 and 1926 ... 
generally receive less in 
Social Security benefits 
than individuals born in 
the years immediately 
before or after 

Notch babies, on the other hand, 
have been saying for years they 
were short-changed and that an 
inequity most certainly did 
occur. 

The TREA Senior Citizens 
League recently commissioned 
an independent study by noted 
economist John Haldi. His 
report found that inequities do 
exist and confirmed the exis- 
tence of the notch. It states, 
"The notch refers to the one- 
time, precipitous and unprec- 
edented drop in Social Security 
benefits paid to people born in 
1917 and the years immediately 
thereafter." 

While Congress expected 
somewhat lower benefits, Haldi 
found that the transitional 
formula in the 1977 law was a 
virtual failure in protecting 
benefits from a rapid drop. In 
addition, the new benefit 
formula was extremely vulner- 
able to economic fluctuations 
such as those that occurred at 
the time notch babies retired, 
Haldi says. Delayed retirement 
also increased the notch effect. 

Notch babies have strong 
allies in Congress who are 
trying to right this wrong, 
among them Rep. Ralph Hall, D- 
Texas, and Sen. Harry Reid, D- 
Nev. Hall has reintroduced his 



bill, "The Notch Fairness Act," 
and it has significant bipartisan 
support. The bill would provide 
a $5,000 lump-sum benefit for 
notch babies, or an improved 
monthly benefit calculation. 
Reid has introduced a similar 
bill in the Senate in the past and 
is expected to do it again in the 
108th Congress. 

Haldi also warns that another 
notch could occur in the future. 
Social Security is likely to be 
reformed within the next few 
years. Interestingly, one of the 
reforms under consideration is 
another benefit formula change. 

The TREA Senior Citizens 
League believes that the sooner 
Social Security financing can be 
addressed, the better. Incremen- 
tal changes phased in gradually 
can allow future retirees the 
opportunity to make necessary 
adjustments. We also are 
working to make notch reform 
part of any reform of Social 
Security. 

Critics of notch reform say we 
can't afford it, but this simply is 
not true. For example, diverting 
the amount of pork-barrel 
spending and special tax breaks 
for large corporations would 
help provide the funds to ensure 
fair treatment for notch babies. 

Millions of Americans have 
fought and died for all that is 
great about America, including 
the safety net of Social Security 
and Medicare. Should we allow 
that promise to be permanently 
set aside just because it's 
politically expedient or times 
are financially challenging? 
Time is growing short for us to 
put an end to the notch. □ 

Patricia Gaul is legislative 
director of TREA Senior Citizens 
League, a nonprofit public-policy 
organization. 
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EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED TO HONOR VIETNAM, KOREAN AND WWII WAR VETERANS 



HI ITEfl CTA1 

WAR VETERAN 


E9 IVI LI ARY 

SERVICE RINGS 


Featuring Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials and Gold Service Branch Emblems 



We proudly present our Official Veterans Military Service 
Rings as powerful reminders of the bravery and sacrifice 
made by so many Veterans during these terrible conflicts. 
The tops of each ring feature solid 10 KT Gold Military Service emblems 
mounted on genuine black onyx (Marine on red stone). The sides of the 




rings are detailed original artistic sculptures of your War Memorial, 
Service Medal and Ribbon. Each ring is custom-crafted in America using 
genuine sterling silver, richly detailed in 22 karat antiqued gold. As a 
permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will be engraved on the inner 
band with your initials and the year dates of your service. 



VIETNAM VETERANS 



KOREAN VETERANS 



WWII VETERANS 




At the 
Vietnam 
Memorial Wall 
a poignant sculpture 
of a Veteran visiting a lost friend echoes 
the inscription "You Are Not Forgotten." 
The Vietnam Service Ribbon, in official 
enamel colors appears above the "Republic 
of Vietnam Service" Medal, in permanent 
recognition of all who served. 



This ring is authorized by the Korean War 
Veterans Memorial Foundation. Monumental 
statues of brave soldiers from the Korean War 
Memorial remind us that "FREEDOM IS NOT 
FREE." The Korean Service Medal is sculpted 
in fine detail, and the Korean Service Ribbon 
is hand-enameled in its official blue and 
white colors, completing this powerful ring. 





The imposing 1 
World War II 
Walk of Honor 
and Memorial Arch are sculpted from the 
Official WWII Memorial design drawings. 
The powerful WWII Victory Service Medal 
and authentic Ribbon colors grace the sides 
of this historic ring for those veterans called 
"The Greatest Generation." 



INTEREST-FREE PAYMENT PLAN. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100% 

"Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $ 195*, an affordable payment plan is also available. Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return 
your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund - no questions asked. So, order yours today! You have earned the right to wear this special ring. 



Band is engraved with your 
initials & years of service. 



YOUR CHOICE OF SOLID 10 KT GOLD SERVICE BRANCH EMBLEM ON TOP OF RING 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
DESERT STORM 
SERVICE RINGS 



FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048 

Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. 




Address_ 



ORDER FORM 

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings SHIPPING ADDRESS (We cannot ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6 8 weeks for delivery. 

1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 Name 

□ YES. I wish to order the following Exclusive War Veteran Ring, 
personalized with my initials and year dates of service, check (/) chokes: 

□ World War II Ring □ Korean Ring 

□ Vietnam Ring □ Desert Storm Ring 

Solid Gold Service Branch Emblem: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force 

□ Marines □ Coast Guard 
Initials Desired (3): Service Yrs: _ 



City 

Signature . 



_State 



Zip_ 



to 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in three monthly installments 

of S 65* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

A custom ring sizerwill be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit. 



Phone # 

* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. 
PA residents add 6% ($12.30) sales tax. 



NEWCOH-ALM-10/03 



5 ICM 2002-2003 These rings have been registered with the United States Copyright Office, as sculpture. 



VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETC0M.COM 



Social Security's dirty little secret 



/// system 
needs a cure. 

BY KENT MICHAELS 

Jim Edwards* suffers from 
degenerative disc disease, 
osteoarthritis, depression and 
a cyst on the brain that affects his 
vision. The 52-year-old Edwards, 
who medically retired from the 
U.S. Postal Service in 1986, 
worked part-time jobs until the 
pain was nearly unbearable. He 
quit working altogether in 1987. 

Burdened with mounting 
medical bills and increasing 
pressure from creditors, he turned 
to the government for help when 
he filed for disability benefits in 
January 1999; the Social Security 
Administration denied his claim. 
Edwards appealed the decision 
nearly three years ago, but after 
numerous delays while his 
paperwork is passed from one 
SSA employee to another, Ed- 
wards is still fighting what he 
says is an uncaring bureaucracy 
mired in red tape and inefficiency. 

"I've had a lot of physical pain 
in my life," he says. "But I've 
never had a physical problem 
that caused me as much pain as 
the Social Security Disability 
Insurance process has. This is 
the most unjust, unfair govern- 
ment program in existence. They 
just beat you down." 

Like many others, Edwards 
hired a disability advocate to 
guide him through the govern- 
mental maze. Even with profes- 
sional help, however, his repre- 
sentative doesn't expect a final 
decision until next summer. 

SSDI is a government-mandated 
insurance policy intended to 
provide some income to taxpay- 
ers unable to work because of a 
serious illness or injury. Unlike 
the retirement program in which 
taxpayers automatically receive 
monthly checks when they reach 
a certain age, SSDI decisions are 
totally subjective. Rife with 
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'I've had a lot of physical 

pain in my life, but 
Yve never had a physical 
problem that caused me 
as much pain as the 
SSDI process has! 

-Jim Edwards, 

on seeking Social Security disability payments 

problems since its inception in 
1954, the system is a complex 
process overloaded with reams of 
paperwork. And just as baby 
boomers reach the age when 
disabilities are most likely to 
occur, SSA's disability process is 
slowing down even more. 

SSA denies about 60 percent of 
the 2 million people who apply 
for disability benefits each year. 
Those able to do so join a long 
parade of other applicants who 
appeal the decisions. In Septem- 
ber 1999, 312,000 claims lan- 
guished in the SSDI pipeline. 
That number rose to more than 
430,000 by July 2001, danger- 
ously close to the ridiculously 
high number of claims - more 
than half a million - pending at 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Too many other claim- 
ants are physically or mentally 
unable to fight the system that 
was intended to help them. 

Those who climb the appeals 
ladder eventually attend a 
hearing before an administrative 
law judge. In many cases this is 
the first time a decisionmaker has 
actually met the claimant, and 
the judges award benefits more 
than half the time. But the wait to 
appear before a judge is also 
getting longer. In October 2000, it 
took an average of 271 days for a 
claim to reach the hearing level. 
In July 2001, applicants waited 
316 days. Meanwhile, many 
claimants file bankruptcy and 
lose their homes. Some die before 
a final decision is made. 



Bandages have been applied to 
the SSDI program over the years, 
with varying results. The latest 
fix is the Hearings Process 
Improvement program. Intro- 
duced in 2000, the idea called for 
clerical staffs to take on addition- 
al tasks, including writing case 
studies, which would free judges 
to spend more time making 
disability decisions. Controver- 
sial from its inception because 
clerical staffs were assigned 
duties better suited for experi- 
enced paralegals, even the head 
of the Social Security Adminis- 
tration admits HPI is a failure. 
Testifying before Congress in 
June 2000, former Acting Com- 
missioner Larry G. Massanari 
said, "It's disruptive and has 
taken a toll on performance." 

In January 2001, the Social 
Security Advisory Board, an 
independent, bipartisan panel 
appointed by President Bush, 
issued a report addressing the 
program's problems. The outlook 
is grim but not without hope. 
"We are convinced," the board 
reported, "that the issues facing 
the disability program cannot be 
resolved without making funda- 
mental changes." 

Among its recommendations 
are for SSA to ensure that only 
well-qualified and trained adjudi- 
cators make disability determina- 
tions. The panel also urged that 
when complex cases require more 
time, claimants should be in- 
formed so they understand the 
reasons behind delays. 

It appears that SSA recognizes 
the disability system's problems 
and is searching for a cure. It 
won't come too soon for Jim 
Edwards and hundreds of 
thousands like him. They're still 
waiting, their bills are mounting 
and their health is declining. □ 

""Nome changed to protect privacy. 

Kent Michaels works for a com- 
pany that represents people 
applying for Social Security 
disability benefits. 




Carry The American Legion Visa® Credit Card, 
and get the recognition you deserve. 



Show support for your Branch and The American Legion. First National Bank Omaha is the 
preferred bank for The American Legion. Which means well make a contribution to Legion programs, 
whenever you sign up for our services or make a purchase. Available for each branch of the military 
this is the card you can carry with pride. Apply today for the only Legion Visa® Credit Card. You'll get 
a low interest rate, there is no annual fee, and you'll help keep The American Legion running strong. 
For more information, or to apply, call 866.LGN.VISA (866.546.8472) extension 36490. 
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First National Bank 

Omaha 

Investing in you. To app| y call: 

866.546.8472 

ext. 36490 

Fixed 0% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) on purchases and balance transfers for the first six billing cycles the account is opened. After that, your APR for purchases may vary (12.99% APR as of 08/31/03). The APR for cash advances may vary (19.99% APR as of 08/31/03). 
A variable Non-Preferred Rate applies (full details provided with card) if you fail to make a payment to us or any creditor when due, you exceed your credit limit, or you make a payment that is dishonored for any reason (up to 23.99% as of 08/31/03). Minimum finance 
charge: $.50 (any month a finance charge is imposed). Transaction Fee for Cash Advances and Cash Advance Checks: The greater of $10 or 3% of the transaction (the greater of $10 or 5% of the transaction for certain "Cash Equivalent Transactions"). Cards are issued 
by First National Bank of Omaha. 
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Vietnam War veteran Lee Ermey 
is America's favorite leatherneck. 

BY FRED PECK 

From his breakthrough part as the drill instructor in 
Stanley Kubrick's "Full Metal Jacket" to his current role 
as host of The History Channel's top-rated program "Mail 
Call," actor R. Lee Ermey has evolved into an American 
military icon. His D.I. persona is one of the most recognized 
images in today's popular culture. Recruits joining the service 
cite "Full Metal Jacket" as one the most influential films they 
have seen, and a recent reader poll in The Marine Corps Times 
ranks it second on a list of best war movies. 

Born Ronald Lee Ermey on March 24, 1944, in Emporia, 
Kan., he has appeared in more than 70 feature films, 50 
television shows and several TV commercials, including one 
with a digitized John Wayne. The self-described former 
"Kansas farm boy" was the voice of an animated plastic soldier 
in "Toy Story" and "Toy Story 2." He is even available on his 
Web site, www.rleeermey.com, as a talking action figure. He 
calls it a "motivational figure" in two versions, one rated R for 
"salty" language. 

Most often, he plays a tough-talking Marine or a heavy. In real 
life, Lee Ermey is a churchgoing family man. 

"We've been talking for over an hour," he says. "Have you 
heard me use even one cuss word? I swear when it's written or 
the character requires it, but that's acting. Old Lee Ermey is just 
a cream puff, according to my wife." 

Lee Ermey and wife Nila have been together 28 years. They 
raised three daughters and a son at their home in Palmdale, 
Calif. Friends describe the American Legion life member as "a 
man who'd give you the shirt off his back." 
Despite a frenzied schedule - he has four movies coming out 



• Hand-painted 
miniatures inside 
the crystal clear 
glass are faithful 
adaptations of 
beloved Thomas 
Kinkade artwork 



• A warm, glowing 
light in the lid 
illuminates the 
scene at the flick 
of a switch 



• Thomas Kinkade's 
idyllic artwork 
encircles the 
Heirloom 
Porcelain® base 




"End of a Perfect Day" Musical Lantern 



Always able to capture the peace, warmth and tranquility 
that make a house a home, Thomas Kinkade's vision of rustic 
contentment speaks to the heart. Now a sculptured musical 
lantern embraces a hand-painted, three-dimensional re-creation 
of Thomas Kinkade's artwork inside crystal clear glass and 
illuminating from above. A panorama of his original painting 
encircles the base and his prestigious signature appears in 
gleaming golden letters for added collectibility. 
Urgent Notification: Availability Is Strictly Limited. Time- 
intensive hand-crafting may restrict quantity. Strong demand is 
anticipated for this unique new way to enjoy the masterpiece 
artwork of Thomas Kinkade. So order now, and be one of the 
select group to get this musical lantern at only $39-99 (plus 
shipping), backed by our 365-day guarantee. Your prompt 
response is critical Send no money now. Just complete 

and mail the coupon. ^ 

collectiblestoday.com 

Home of Ardleigh Elliott and All Things Collectible 
©2003 Ardleigh Elliott 72270-BD 
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Ardleigh Elliott 
9204 Center for the Arts Drive 
Niles, IL 60714 



Please Respond 
Promptly 



YES- Please enter my order for the "End of a Perfect 
Day" musical lantern. I understand I need SEND NO 
MONEY NOW. I will be billed $39.99* with shipment. 



Signature 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



City 



. State 



_Zip_ 



*Plus $5.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Pending credit approval . Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Offer valid in the 
U.S. only. 

72270-E94901 



this year, plus "Mail Call" - 
Ermey almost never turns down 
a request from Marines. Lately, 
he's been busy answering 
requests from commanding 
officers to "come and motivate 
the troops" as they deploy to the 
Middle East. Each December he 
makes dozens of appearances 
and public-service announce- 
ments for the Toys-For-Tots 
program for needy children, and 
he's a frequent visitor to the 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot in 
San Diego. 

Last year, in recognition of his 
contributions to the Marine 
Corps, he was promoted to 
Honorary Gunnery Sergeant by 
the MCRD commander, Maj. Gen. 
Jan Huly. It was a rare honor, and 
it came, Ermey said, "after only 
32 years in grade." 

Growing up in Edwardsville, 17 
miles west of Kansas City, he was 
"a high-energy kid" who got into 
frequent trouble running with 
the wrong crowd, Ermey can- 
didly admits. 

His misconduct landed him in 
front of a judge who offered the 
proverbial choice of joining the 
military or going "where the sun 
don't shine," he recalls. He tried 
to join the Army, Navy and then 
Air Force, but he was turned 
away. Finally, he tried the Marine 
Corps recruiter, who agreed to 
give him a chance. Ermey joined 
the Marine Corps on his 17th 




Legionnaire R. Lee Ermey, a veteran of 
more than 70 feature films, shined in his 
portrayal of a drill instructor in "Full 

M eta I J a C ket ." Metropolitan Talent 

26 I October 2003 

The American Legion Magazine | 



birthday. The lanky farm 
boy found a home. 

Now 59, Ermey still cuts a 
sharp figure in uniform and 
has the bearing that comes 
from 27 months spent on the 
drill field at MCRD San 
Diego as a real drill instruc- 
tor. But his Marine career 
was cut short when he was 
injured in Vietnam. Assigned 
to Marine Wing Support 
Group 17 in Da Nang, 
Ermey's shoulder was 
dislocated when he was 
struck by a beam in a 
collapsing bunker during a 
rocket attack. Medically 
retired in 1971, he headed for Oki- 
nawa, where he bought a bar in 
Kin Village outside the Marine 
base at Camp Hansen. In 1975, 
Ermey heard that Francis Ford 
Coppola was filming "Apocalypse 
Now" in the Philippines. 

"I sold the bar and jumped on 
a Space A flight to Clark Air Base 
in the Philippines," Ermey tells 
The American Legion Magazine. 
"I had one objective, and that 
was to get a part in that movie." 

Ermey tracked down casting 
director Ken Metcalf in Manila 
and "bought him more than a 
few drinks." Metcalf signed him 
up as a background extra and 
assistant technical adviser for the 
film. Ermey appears for "about 
two seconds as a helicopter 
pilot." It was enough to give him 
the acting bug. 

He bought a boat and support- 
ed himself by taking people 
fishing on Manila Bay while he 
waited for his next break. In 
1978, Metcalf cast Ermey in a 
supporting role as the drill 
instructor in "Boys In Company 
C," directed by Sydney Furie and 
written by Rick Natkin. 

While he waited for his next 
American film role, Ermey 
worked in many Filipino movies, 
usually playing a heavy. He did 
TV commercials for Seiko 
watches and adidas and became 
the Marlboro Man of the Philip- 
pines. In 1983, Metcalf, Furie and 
Natkin again sought out Ermey 
to play the gunny in "Purple 
Hearts." When things dried up a 
bit, Ermey headed back to the 



'We've been talking for over 
an hour Have you heard me 
use even one cuss word? 
I swear when it's written or 
the character requires it, 
but that's acting. Old Lee 
Ermey is just a cream puff, 
according to my wife! 



- Lee Ermey, actor 

United States to find work. 

While working as a swing-shift 
supervisor on a nuclear power 
plant construction project in 
Washington's Yakima Valley, he 
heard Stanley Kubrick was 
looking for a technical adviser for 
"Full Metal Jacket." Kubrick 
wanted a Vietnam veteran who 
also had been a Marine drill 
instructor. Recommendations 
from Furie, Natkin and others 
found their way to Kubrick, and 
Ermey got the job. After watching 
Ermey indoctrinate actors hired 
to play Marine recruits, Kubrick 
replaced with Ermey the actor 
he'd chosen to play the drill 
instructor. He hasn't stopped 
working since. 

In his most recent release, "Wil- 
lard," Ermey has one of his most 
rewarding roles. "Mr. Martin is 
the boss from hell," he says 
gleefully. He also can be seen this 
year in an updated version of 
"The Texas Chainsaw Massacre." 

When he talks to the troops, 
they often ask him about antiwar 
actors such as Sean Penn and 
Alec Baldwin. He names plenty of 
actors who are patriotic, but he 
says the media always goes to the 
stars who lead antiwar protests. 

"The reason we're here, the 
reason we're fighting," the old 
gunny tells them, "is to protect 
their freedoms." □ 

Fred Peck is a retired Marine 
colonel and graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 
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More and more Americans manage their money online. 



BY GARY TURBAK 

If you're seeking a good, 
practical use for the Internet 
besides e-mailing the kids and 
checking the weather, electronic 
banking may be for you. 

Over the past few years, banks, 
mutual-fund companies and 
other financial institutions have 
been scrambling to put as many 
services as possible online. Their 
success means that you can now 
conduct just about all your 
financial business from a home 
computer. 

■ Check Balances. Even many 
of the institutions that aren't yet 
set up for full-fledged Internet 
banking allow customers to 
check account and loan balances 
and see if specific checks have 
cleared. Some will even show 
pictures of the checks, front 
and back. 

■ Transfer Funds. Checking 
account getting low? Some banks 
allow you to instantly move cash 
from savings to checking. Many 
mutual-fund families also facilitate 
real-time online transfers. 

■ Pay Bills. Perhaps the hottest 
new online banking option is to 
give your financial institution a 
list of places where you regularly 
send money - mortgage, electric- 
ity, credit cards, Internet service 
- and the date each such bill 
should be paid. The next time 
you receive a bill from one of 
these companies, simply log on 
to your bank's computer and 
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with a few mouse clicks autho- 
rize payment. The bank sends 
the appropriate amount to each 
payee either electronically or 
with a paper check, deducting 
the money from your account. 
You avoid writing checks, licking 
envelopes and paying for stamps. 
For fixed payments like a mort- 
gage, you can specify an amount 
to be paid automatically. For bills 
that change each month, like the 
phone, you'll need to specify the 
amount each time you authorize 
payment. Some creditors will 
even send your bill electroni- 
cally, eliminating incoming 
paper mail, too. 

■ Safe-Deposit Boxes. Some 
financial institutions allow 
customers to store copies of 
important documents in the 
bank's computer - a kind of 
virtual safe-deposit box. The 
customer can scan a will, deed, 
tax return or any other document 
into a computer then send an 
electronic copy to the bank for 
safekeeping. 

■ Other Services. Depending on 
the institution, you may be able 
to set up an account, buy a 
certificate of deposit, arrange a 
loan, order checks, stop payment 
on a check, wire money or get a 
credit card online. Also, some 
banks will send an e-mail notice 
when a loan payment is due or if 
your checking-account balance 
falls below a certain level. 

About a third of America's 
10,000 banks offer customers 



some sort of electronic access, 
and about 22 million households 
did at least some online banking 
last year. Some institutions - 
called e-banks - exist only online. 
They have no bricks-and-mortar 
branches, no parking lots and no 
drive-up windows. Because their 
operating expenses are lower, 
these institutions often pay more 
interest on deposits and charge 
less interest on loans. 

One problem with electronic 
banking involves the handling of 
cash, as no one has yet figured 
out how to get a home computer 
to legally print out $20 bills. 

Is e-banking secure? Or will 
some teen-age hacker loot your 
account? The expert consensus is 
that online banking is quite safe. 
Transactions are invariably 
protected with electronic encryp- 
tion, codes, passwords, personal 
identification numbers and other 
high-tech gizmos designed to foil 
cyber-crooks. In addition, some 
accounts are insured by the U.S. 
government. 

While electronic banking may 
save you money on some services, 
its main attraction is convenience. 
No longer is it necessary to drive 
across town, fight for a parking 
place and stand in line. And if 
you like, you can conduct com- 
puterized transactions at 2 a.m. in 
your underwear - a sight no bank 
teller should ever have to see. □ 

Gary Turbak is a freelance writer 
living in Missoula, Mont 
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As part of his volunteer work with the Brenham Noon Lions, John Brieden occasionally 
leads tours and hosts kids' birthday parties at the town's antique carousel. Tom strattman 
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John Brieden saddles up for a winning Legion yean 



BY MATT GRILLS 

Born too late. 
That's the only explana- 
tion John Brieden has for 
why he wasn't in Philadelphia 
during the summer of 1787, when 
James Madison, Benjamin 
Franklin and others gathered to 
draft the Constitution. The way 
he sees it, he was meant to be at 
that table, taking part in the 
discussion that shaped American 
government. Who knows? 
Hanging with the founding 
fathers might have put his name 
on the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, or at least given him a 
window into the minds of the 
men he admires most. 

No such luck. Some wrinkle in 
time plopped Brieden in 21st- 
century America, where he must 
be content with simply preserving 
and protecting what they founded. 

Credit his love of country as 
the motivation for whatever task 
Brieden takes on: Army Ranger, 
political consultant and, now, 
national commander of The 
American Legion. 

Serving as the voice of the 
nation's largest veterans organiza- 
tion may not give him the histori- 
cal status of George Washington, 
but more than any job he's ever 
had, Brieden believes this par- 
ticular one has the most potential 
to make a difference - for veter- 
ans and for America. 

And besides, being national 
commander has never required a 
powdered wig and knickers. 

Don't Mess With Texas. Brieden 
and his wife, Terry, live where 
"the stars at night are big and 
bright," deep in the heart of the 
Lone Star State. Born in Freer 
and raised outside Corpus 
Christi, Brieden is a fifth-genera- 
tion Texan. He has called Bren- 
ham home since 1980, when he 
rolled into town to set up shop as 
a State Farm Insurance agent. 

Within days, he met a Legion- 
naire who, as Brieden recalls, 
snatched him up in a "classic 
membership recruitment 



deal." After learning Brieden had 
recently left the Army, the man 
talked him into coming to an 
American Legion birthday party 
down at Buddy Wright Post 48. 

At the dinner, the Texas 
department commander spoke 
about a membership decline, and 
Brieden laughs about what 
happened next, describing it 
almost as if it were a religious 
experience. "This guy jumps to 
his feet and says, 'Mr. Command- 
er! I've got somebody who wants 
to join right here.' Then he looked 
at me and said, Tou do want to 
join, don't you?' With 300 pairs of 
eyes on me, I said, 'OK.'" 

That was March. By June, he 
was the post's sergeant- at-arms. 
In November, when the 
adjutant's health caused 
him to resign, Brieden was 
tapped as a replacement. 
With only a box of assorted 
papers to guide him, he 
managed to master the position. 
Over the next six years, he served 
as post commander and district 
commander. He also plugged 
himself into Americanism pro- 
grams like oratorical competitions 
and American Legion Baseball. 
Texas Legion leaders took notice. 

"He was interested in the whole 
dadgum thing," says Joe Mat- 
thews, past national commander 
1972-1973 and fellow Texan. 
"Every job we gave him he did 
and he did thoroughly. He is very 
conscientious 
about The Ameri- 
can Legion. He 
believes, like most 
of us, that it is a 
force for good." 

Even a failed bid 
for department 
commander didn't 
slow Brieden 
down. In 1995, he 
was elected to the 
department's 
highest officer 
position. Chair- 
manships of the 
National Ameri- 
canism Council 
and the National 



Economic, Foreign Relations and 
Legislative commissions 
followed. In 2000, Brieden 
tossed his hat into the 
ring to be national com- 
mander. What else was left to do? 

"I've been criticized for saying I 
want to be the best national 
commander ever," he says. "If 
someone doesn't have that 
ambition, why do you want him 
for national commander? But I 
also believe you take that to the 
next level and say, 'I'm going to 
help the next guy be even better.'" 

Gig 'Em. Brieden doesn't see the 
sense in giving less than 100 
percent. Take his freshman year 
of high school, when he decided 
he would be valedictorian. "The 
next year I was third. The next 
year I was second. The next year 
I was first," he says. 

He is a distinguished military 
graduate of Texas A&M, where he 
played tuba in the Fightin' Texas 
Aggie Band and earned a bache- 
lor's degree in business adminis- 
tration. Between his freshman 
and sophomore years at Texas 
A&M, Brieden roomed with a 
student by the name of Rick 
Perry, now the governor of Texas. 

"We were in Missouri selling 
Bible reference books door to 
door," he says. "Rick and I were 
paired together. It taught us a lot. 
You've got to get up and knock 
on doors whether people buy 
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Brieden and his wife, 
seeing expedition in 



, Terry, take a breather during a recent sight 
downtown Brenham. rom strattman 
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from you or not, whether they're 
rude to you or not. To a certain 
degree, our two careers came 
from that summer." 

They remain friends. Brieden 
worked as Perry's Washington 
County campaign chairman 
when he ran for Texas agricul- 
ture commissioner and, later, 
lieutenant governor. On Brieden's 
office wall is a framed picture of 
the two men, signed, "To my 
great friend and the world's 
greatest Bible book salesman! 
Thanks for all you do for Texas." 
It's signed with the No. 1 Aggie 
phrase: "Gig 'em. Rick." 

"John Brieden has been a close 
friend for many years," Perry 
says. "I consider him a man of 
integrity, a man dedicated to 
the defense of our 
country, a true patriot 
and a great Texan." 

Two Jobs. Waiting patiently for 
Brieden's attention at the end of 
his busy days is Terry, his wife of 
18 years. Her easygoing personal- 
ity and good sense of humor 
make her a hit with Legion- 
naires. "Alaska told John, 'Don't 
come back without her,'" Terry 
says, laughing at the memory. 

The couple met at a Bastrop 
Legion post. "I thought he was 
cute," she says. "And I fit his 
criteria: I had State Farm insur- 
ance, belonged to the Auxiliary 
and worked two jobs." After a few 
months of dating, they decided to 
marry. The wedding was set for 
spring, but they ended up tying 
the knot in December. 

"I was a tax deduction to him," 
Terry says, teasing. 

Of course, you wouldn't have 
seen John Brieden in a suit back 
then, she says. He usually wore 
jeans, boots and a cowboy hat. 
Another secret: he's a good 
dancer. "He likes to polka, waltz 
and two-step," Terry confides. 

She has two sons, Mark and 
Derek, from a previous marriage; 
he has a son, John "Arty" IV, and 
a daughter, Jolene. Add five 
grandchildren and two ornery 
dogs, and you've got a full house 
at family reunions. 

Brieden's son says he's thrilled 
to see his father to take on The 
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American Legion's top job. 
"We're all proud of him," says 
John, an accountant at Pricewa- 
terhouseCoopers LLP in Dallas. 
"I always had a feeling he had 
his eye on this." 

State Farm has agreed to allow 
Brieden some flexibility, provided 
he continues to manage his 
business from the road. 
Thanks to laptop comput- 
ers and cell phones, that 
won't be a problem - he 
can be a full-time agent and 
a full-time commander. 

"I've got a wonderful staff that 
does a great job," Brieden affec- 
tionately says of "the girls" who 
will pick up the slack: Becky 
Bosse, Connie Curlee and Kathy 
Stelter. Often people don't want 
to talk with me. They want to 
talk with them." 

Recent months have been 
hectic, with all four putting in 
extra hours to make sure the ship 
sails on without her captain. 

"It'll be a tough year for us," 
admits Bosse, Brieden's close 
friend and officer manager of 22 
years. "At times we'll have to 
travel to get agents' signatures or 
things like that, but we're going 
to do it for him because he's been 
there for us." 

Changing of the Guard. Hand- 
picked for the first Ranger 
battalion formed after World War 
II, Brieden knows how to lead - 
and how to delegate. He believes 
in mentoring future leaders, a 
passion that has earned him 
praise, as well as some conster- 
nation, among Legionnaires. 

He half-expected to be stoned to 
death at one Texas district he 




During his year as national commander, 
Brieden will manage his insurance office 
via cell phone and laptop. Tom strattman 



addressed. He invited post 
commanders who had been in 
their position more than 10 years 
to stand. Expecting to be recog- 
nized, they were unprepared for 
what Brieden asked next: "Why in 
the hell won't you do your job?" 

"You could just see their faces 
fall," he says. "I told them that as 
post commander, you run what 
goes on in the post. But you have 
a second responsibility, and that 
is to find and train your replace- 
ment. I asked them what the 
problem was. I've never been 
invited back." 

Brieden doesn't particularly 
enjoy cutting to the quick like 
that, but he knows the Legion's 
survival depends on older Legion- 
naires stepping back and the 
younger ones stepping up. "We 
have a whole new generation of 
veterans," he says. "Our challenge 
is to educate these folks about 
Legion programs." 

Brieden has other plans, too. 
His predecessor, Ron Conley, 
focused on evaluating the 
problems facing VA health care. 
Brieden wants to use his legisla- 
tive know-how to convince 
Congress it must act immediately. 
Consider his term as com- 
mander "phase two" of a 
the Legion's push for 
mandatory funding for V 
VA health care. 

The dedication of the National 
World War II Memorial also will 
happen on his watch, along with 
the 50th anniversary of the Child 
Welfare Foundation. 

The nation's war against terror 
also remains an organization 
priority. Brieden sees it as the 
Legion's responsibility to remind 
Americans that war requires 
patience. "Since Sept. 11, how 
many attacks have happened on 
U.S. soil?" he says. "We've done a 
heck of a job, and people aren't 
seeing that. 

"We don't know exactly what's 
going to happen, but The Ameri- 
can Legion is prepared. I think 
we have so much to offer." □ 

Matt Grills is an assistant editor at 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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A victory 
for digital 
warfare 

Technological superiority gave 
America a more agile, 
informed force in Iraq. 

BY BRUCE BERKOWITZ 

If one had to summarize recent American military 
operations in a single word, that word would be 
agility. In Operation Iraqi Freedom, U.S. forces 
were able to shift gears faster than ever to adapt to 
changing conditions and strike targets almost as 
quickly as they were spotted. The difference was 
new technology, combined with new tactics. 

The new technology is closely related to the 
information revolution that has affected everyone's 
life during the past two decades - in particular, 
low-cost computers combined with digital net- 
worked communications. Some of these systems 
appeared on the battlefield 12 years ago during 
Operation Desert Storm. Anyone who followed the 
war on television at the time recalls "smart bombs" 
so precise they could destroy a bunker by penetrat- 
ing a doorway or air shaft. 

As remarkable as this technology was, it was just 
a hint of what was to come. By the time American 
service personnel prepared for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, the technology had become much cheaper 
- and thus, more widely available. As a result, U.S. 
commanders could base their entire war plan on the 
use of these new weapons systems. 

Global Positioning. Take the Global Positioning Sys- 
tem, for example. GPS played an important role in 
Desert Storm by enabling U.S. forces to navigate 
even in total darkness or in the middle of a flat, 
featureless desert. But the technology was still new, 
and military organizations were still learning just 
how useful it could be in an operation. 

Indeed, many - if not most - aircraft were not 
equipped with GPS receivers in 1991. This is why 
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when eight Apache helicopters - "Task Force Nor- 
mandy" - were sent to attack two Iraqi radar sites on 
the eve of the war, they needed a pair of MH-53J 
Pave Low helicopters to guide them. The Pave Lows, 
designed for special operations, had GPS, while the 
Apaches - despite being the most advanced attack 
helicopters in the U.S. force - did not. 

A GPS device is basically a radio receiver com- 
bined with a computer, and the size and cost of 
both fell during the 1990s. So, by the time the 2003 
war in Iraq began, it was rare for an aircraft not to 
be equipped with GPS. Armored vehicles also had 
them, and most were linked to headquarters via an 
intranet so commanders knew where their forces 
were every minute. Many soldiers carried personal 
GPS devices. The receivers had become a hot 
consumer item, and anyone could order one by mail 
for less than $200. 

This kind of technology - GPS, tactical intranet, 
night-vision scopes and a wide variety of sensors 
mounted on aircraft, satellites and pilot-less drones 
- creates military agility. Half the problem of 
redirecting a military unit is simply knowing where 
it is, and technologies like GPS make this informa- 
tion easier to obtain and more reliable. True, no one 
can eliminate the uncertainty of combat. But 
because U.S. commanders had a better picture of 
the battlefield and how their forces were deployed, 
it was much easier to redirect one unit or another to 




take advantage of unexpected 
opportunities, such as gaps in 
Iraqi defense. 

Operation Iraqi Freedom was a 
fast-moving campaign, at least 
when the dust storms subsided. 
But the U.S. advantage was not 
just speed. Desert warfare has 
traditionally been fast-paced, and 
the rate of advance for the coali- 
tion forces was not much faster 
than that of German and British 
armies in North Africa in World 
War II. One might have expected 
this, since the speed of modern 
tanks and trucks is not much 
greater than their 1942 counter- 
parts. However, technology and 
the tactics for using 
it gave U.S. forces 
an enormous edge. 

The real differ- 
ence was informa- 
tion. For example, 
flanking maneuvers 
are a traditional 
move, as old as 
horse cavalry. 
Historically, the 



most famous was probably the 
Schlieffen Plan, which Helmuth 
Von Moltke hoped would win 
Germany a quick victory in 
World War I. Deep thrusts 
through weak spots in enemy 
lines also are a traditional 
strategy. That was how Ariel 
Sharon surrounded and cut off 
the Egyptian Third Army in the 
1973 Yom Kippur War. 

In this war, a U.S. commander 
could hurl an armored company 
through a gap in Iraqi defenses 
and still know its location, the 
weather and geography it faced, 
and even much about the hos- 
tile forces around it. Thanks to 



Thanks to the ability to create flexible 
information networks, even small units of 
special- operations forces could operate deep in 
enemy territory and direct attacks from aircraft 
or ships based hundreds of miles away. 



U.S. Army Rangers communicate with 
other soldiers in the field and at head- 
quarters using a miniature laptop 
computer, a collapsible antenna and 
wireless connections that operate via 
satellite, corbis 



the ability to create flexible 
information networks, even small 
units of special-operations forces 
could operate deep in enemy 
territory and direct attacks from 
aircraft or ships based hundreds 
of miles away. 

Smart Weapons. The information 
revolution of the 1990s also made 
a difference in how commanders 
used precision-guided weapons, 
and this was part of the agility of 
U.S. forces. Smart bombs and 
cruise missiles received much 
media attention during Desert 
Storm, but in reality only 8 per- 
cent of the ordnance U.S. forces 
used in that war was "smart." By 
comparison, 68 percent of 
munitions dropped by U.S. 
aircraft in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom was precision-guided. 

Again, GPS played a role. The 
technology became so cheap 
during the 1990s that one could 
take a GPS-based guidance 
system, bolt it onto a convention- 
al bomb from the inventory and 
transform the munitions into a 
precision-guided weapon that 
cost just $16,000. During the 
Persian Gulf War, a laser-guided 
bomb cost about $55,000. A 
cruise missile cost more than 
$1 million. 

With the cost of smart weapons 
so low, commanders were able to 
conduct an entire war around 
them. Moreover, the new systems 
were faster and easier to pro- 
gram. In the 1980s, programming 
a cruise missile could require 
days, and once 
programmed, 
changing its 
target assignment 
required almost 
as much time. 
Today, command- 
ers can specify a 
target, transmit 
the coordinates to 
a shooter - near 
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or far - and be confident 
the weapon will arrive at 
the desired location. The 
ability to reach out and 
destroy a target at will is 
the very definition of 
"agility." 

So, instead of "massing 
firepower" to destroy an 
enemy force thought to be 
in a general area, today's U.S. 
commanders come close to the 
ideal of assigning a single 
weapon to a single target. Indeed, 
today the challenge of destroying 
an opponent is usually more a 
problem of finding it than being 
sure you will hit it. Recall the 
strikes against Saddam Hussein 
on the first night of the war and 
on April 7. In both cases, the 
weapons hit - and devastated - 
their aim points. 

This precision also explains 
why American casualties were so 
low and why so many of these 
casualties were from friendly 
fire. U.S. tanks, helicopters, 
aircraft and ships almost all have 
greater range and accuracy than 
the forces they are pursuing, so 
they have much less need to 
expose themselves to enemy fire. 
They simply zap their targets 
almost as quickly as they identify 
them. Unfortunately, if they 
incorrectly identify a friendly 
unit as a target, the odds are 
great that a misdirected weapon 
will destroy whatever it happens 
to be aimed at. 

Improvisation. One way to 

measure the degree to which 
technologies and tactics have 
changed warfare and made U.S. 
forces more agile is to ask a 
question: where is the John 
Warden of Iraqi Freedom? 

Though little known by the 
public, Warden is widely respect- 
ed in military circles. As a 
colonel directing the Air Force 
targeting group in Desert Storm, 
he was the architect of the 
meticulously choreographed U.S. 
air campaign, consisting of 
thousands of various aircraft. 
Warden's plan - one of the classic 
attacks of all time - was to first 
stun Iraqi defenses and then 
systematically cut the key nodes 
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Today the challenge of destroying 
an opponent is usually more a 
problem of finding it than being 
sure you will hit it. 



aircraft, unmanned drones 
and spotters on the ground. 
When they located a Taliban 
unit or al-Qaida shelter, they 
redirected the attack aircraft. 



and links of Iraq's military 
organization. Using an economy 
of force, it struck precisely at the 
enemy's weak points to bring 
down an entire defense system. 

It's telling that no one compa- 
rable to John Warden has 
emerged from Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. It was like the dog that 
was conspicuous because it did 
not bark. The air campaign was 
no less complex. But much of the 
air war was conducted on the fly. 
Instead of a single conductor 
directing a Beethoven symphony, 
you had lots of players doing a 
jazz improvisation. Everyone 
knew the tune but adapted it as 
they went along, each taking 
cues from the others. 

We saw hints of this new kind 
of warfare in the war against al- 
Qaida and the Taliban in Afghani- 
stan more than a year earlier. 
About three-fourths of the time, 
bomber crews did not know their 
targets until after they took off. 
While the planes were en route, 
target analysts would sift through 
data provided by satellites, 



New Thinking. All of this 
is a direct result of current 
information technology. Yet, 
the thinking was just as impor- 
tant as the technology. Through- 
out the 1990s, the U.S. military 
developed new tactics to make 
the most of the new technology. 
Several strands to this new 
thinking existed. 

Andrew Marshall, director of 
the Defense Department's Office 
of Net Assessment, was one of 
the earliest to appreciate the 
impact of the new technology, 
which he dubbed the "revolution 
in military affairs" in the early 
1990s. Marshall had been think- 
ing about how the new informa- 
tion systems would change war 
since the dark days of the Cold 
War, when U.S. officials needed 
some way to offset the Soviet 
Union Red Army's clear numeri- 
cal advantage over NATO. 

Marshall believed high-tech 
systems could enable U.S. forces 
to strike Soviet armor deep in 
eastern Europe before they could 
arrive at the front. After the 
Berlin Wall fell and the Soviet 
empire collapsed, Marshall 
turned his attention to post-Cold 




Airmen from the 64th Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron position a Predator 
unmanned aerial vehicle. A fully operational system consists of four aircraft with sensors, 
a ground-control station, a Predator Primary Satellite Link and 55 personnel for continu- 
ous 24-hour operations. Each Predator aircraft can be disassembled into six main 
components and loaded into a container nicknamed "the coffin." This enables all system 
components and support equipment to be rapidly deployed worldwide, dod 
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Military Pride, Precision Time Keeping 

We are proud to salute the branches 
of the military by presenting these 4 
service emblem musical clocks. These 
are great for the den or garage and 
also are terrific gifts for veterans. 

• Precision Quartz Movement 

• No Dangling Cords 

• Full 10" Diameter 

• Sweep Second Hand 

• Sensor Plays Service Theme 
When You Approach Clock 
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War conflicts. The basic prin- 
ciples remained the same: better 
information technology, com- 
bined with the tactics to use it, 
would enable the United States to 
defeat its enemies even when 
sheer numbers worked against 
us. The technology and tactics 
would allow U.S. commanders to 
use their forces more efficiently - 
that is, with greater agility. 

Later, in the mid-1990s, Navy 
Adm. Arthur Cebrowski, and his 
long-time collaborator, former Air 
Force officer John Garstka, 
borrowed some ideas from the 
dot-com boom. They proposed an 
alternative to the traditional 
approach to combat operations, 
in which Army, Navy and Air 
Force units fought separately and 
according to a pre-set plan. 
Instead, they said, all U.S. forces 
should be interoperable and 
linked by an information grid 
that would allow units to ex- 
change data with one another. 
They called this idea "network- 
centric warfare." 

Cebrowski and Garstka argued 
that with military forces orga- 
nized this way, anyone who found 
a target could put the data into 
the grid, and anyone who was in 
position could take the shot. It 
resembled how Internet users 
communicate and do business. 

Network-centric warfare, and 
the information technology that 
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made it possible, came along at 
the right political moment. The 
Goldwater-Nichols Act of 1986 had 
pushed the individual services to 
train for fighting jointly, and to 
design weapons and communica- 
tions systems to common stan- 
dards. So by the mid-1990s, it all 
came together - policy, doctrine, 
training and technology. The 
result was a more agile force, and 
the payoff was clear in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. 

Even so, many experts doubted 
whether the new approach would 
work. Witness the criticism 
directed at Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld and Gen. 
Tommy Franks, head of Central 
Command, in the early phases 
of the war. Coalition forces 
seemed to have bogged down, 
and the naysayers argued that 
U.S. commanders should have 
waited until additional units 
were in place before launching 
the attack. They wanted to 
synchronize U.S. forces, massing 
them together to advance in one 
great wave. 

In effect, they were arguing for 
the exact opposite of agility - dis- 
carding precisely those advan- 
tages that new technology and 
tactics provide. That would be 
unfortunate, especially when the 
signs are so clear. Indeed, future 
military forces will need to be 
even more agile in all kinds of 



U.S. Army officers work inside the Tactical 
Operations Center of the 4th Infantry 
Brigade, set up in one of Saddam 
Hussein's former palaces in Tikrit, Iraq. 
The 4th Infantry Division, dubbed the 
"digital division" because it is the most 
technologically advanced, employed 
many of its systems in the hunt for former 
leaders of Hussein's regime, ap 



combat: conventional war, low- 
intensity conflict and counterter- 
rorism. Commanders will need to 
make correct decisions faster, if 
only because to be seen is to be 
vulnerable - and given the lethal- 
ity of modern weapons, to be 
vulnerable is to be dead. 

Even as the public's attention 
turns to the challenges of creat- 
ing new political institutions and 
rebuilding the infrastructure of 
Iraq - not to mention a civil 
society among a people that had 
been terrorized by a totalitarian 
regime, it is important to keep in 
mind the lessons of the Iraq war. 
If we hope to defeat the kinds of 
adversaries we will face in the 
future, the United States will 
need the same kind of agility and 
flexibility that U.S. forces demon- 
strated in Iraq - if not more. □ 

Bruce Berkowitz is a research 
fellow at the Hoover Institution 
and author of "The New Face of 
War" (Free Press). 
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Laddie 

Award-winning writer reveals 
secrets of golf pros and celebrities. 

Award-winning Sports Illustrated columnist and senior writer 
Rick Reilly spent the last two years caddying for top professional 
golfers and amateur celebrities. Reilly likes to recount that in the 
early 1920s golfers would hire two caddies for one round of golf - 
one to carry the bag and the other to cover himself in jelly to attract 
flies away from the golfer But it was more than the occupation's 
unique history that led him to carry the clubs of the rich and 
famous. 

Reilly recently shared with The American Legion Magazine 
insights about some of the interesting golfers he has met and what 
you don't see in the public spotlight. 



BY RICK REILLY 

Of all the golfers I met, PGA tour legend Jack Nicklaus 
surprised me the most — in a good way. I've known and 
dealt with Nicklaus before. In fact, my first golf tourna- 
ment as a Sports Illustrated writer happened to be the 1986 
Masters, when Nicklaus came from five down with only nine 
holes to play to win his sixth green jacket. It was the greatest 
Masters performance ever. During that weekend, he was a good 
enough interview, but he always seemed so serious. 

When I caddied for him, however, he turned out to be much 
funnier and looser than I thought he could ever be. We had 300 
people following us around, and he was completely at ease. He 
remained unrattled when I sank to a new low in caddying: at one 
point, Nicklaus' umbrella suddenly collapsed upward. I sprang to 
save it and promptly dumped all of Nicklaus' golf clubs out of the 
bag, onto the sopping turf, just as he needed a new ball. Unfortu- 
nately, most of the balls were at that point trickling down a slope 
toward a deep cavern. Nicklaus remained in good humor. 

By the end of our time together, I mustered up enough courage 
to ask how I did. "Good," Nicklaus said. "You only cost me three 
shots." 
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In 1923 a small watchmaker in Europe 
built the first watch to display the day 
and date while using an automatic 
movement. Only 7 of these watches were 
ever made and we've only actually seen one 
of these masterpieces in a watch history 
book. Antique experts say these watches are 
so rare that they could fetch more than 
$500,000 at auction today. 

As we researched early chronographs from 
Central Europe, we found that they were 
among the most complex and stylish works 
of art to be made during the Roaring 20's. 
And yet no one has attempted to replicate 
the vintage design and function of these early 
watches until now. The watch design that 
you see here has been painstakingly crafted 
with the inspiration of the earliest 
chronographs right down to the screw down 
crown. It is built with a classic 21 jewel 
automatic movement, the kind sought after 
by fine watch collectors. 

From the sweeping second hand to the 
roman numerals on the unique ivory colored 
face, every detail has been carefully 
engineered to replicate the look and feel of 



the earliest chronographs. This six-hand 
movement includes two smaller dials that 
display the day and month. The third 
interior dial is a 24 hour military time clock 
in which the sun and the stars graphically 
depict AM and PM. 

This watch's mechanical movement 
utilizes a self-winding mechanism inspired 
by John Harwood, who received the patent 
on the first automatic movement in 1923. 
Thus this watch never needs batteries and 
never needs to be manually wound. The 
watch comes in a beautiful case and 
interchangeable black and brown bands 
included. 

This series of the 1 923 S watch is a limited 
edition allowing you to wear a watch far 
more exclusive than most new high-end 
models. 

This is a chance to claim a piece of 
watchmaking history in an elegant design 
that is still priced to wear everyday. This 
offering is being made directly to you so that 
you can add this watch to your collection at 
a very affordable price. The watch comes 
with our 30 day no questions asked money 



back guarantee. If you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return it for a full refund of 
the purchase price. This design might not 
reappear for another 80 years. 

Not Available in Stores 

Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

1923 S Timepiece g2£*S5 $199.95 + S&H. 

800-859-1602 

Promotional Code STR266 

Please mention this when you call. 

See more innovative products at 
www.NextTen. com 

To order by mail, please call for details. 

NExrWt 

products for your next ten years. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. STR266 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
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'By the end of our time 
together, I mustered up 
enough courage to ask how 
I did. "Good," Nicklaus 
said. "You only cost me 
three shots.'" 



The Brighter Side of John Daly. 

Such cool under fire sharply 
contrasts the tortured persona of 
another pro golfer, PGA fan- 
favorite John Daly. He's compel- 
ling. He's funny. He's depressed. 
He's angry. As a recovering 
alcoholic, he didn't have a drink 
in the 24 hours I spent with him. 
But he did have about 16 Diet 
Cokes, eight candy bars and 
stopped into McDonald's twice. 
He once told reporters that he 
won $42 million gambling one 
year in casinos around the world. 
But, unfortunately, he also said 
he lost $51 million. Underneath 
Daly's quips, however, is a 
poignant blend of sweetness and 
sadness - a combination that 
inspires anyone around to try to 
help him. 

We went to a banquet dinner. 
People see that he's so human 
and so flawed, they all come up 
to him. 

"John, why don't you come to 
this Gambler's Anonymous 
meeting I'm going to?" 

"John, I can help you with your 
weight." 

"John, why don't you come to 
this A A meeting in town?" 

And John is so kind about all 
of this, you can see that the only 
person he can ever hurt is 
himself. 

Humor is his best medicine. I 
asked him how he hits the ball so 
hard, and he said, "I pretend it's 
one of my ex-wives." 

Nerves of Newhart. Unless he's 
playing by himself, comedian 
Bob Newhart is a bag of nerves 
on the golf course. Remember 
that he started his act as an 
unemployed accountant looking 
to do a routine. Then, he has all 
of this success, the records and 
television shows - and he still 
looks and acts like an unem- 
ployed accountant looking for his 
first break. 

We were doing just fine, him 
playing solo, with pars and 
bogeys, at the Bel-Air Country 
Club above Sunset Boulevard. 
This is the club of the stars, 
however, and we caught up to 
James Garner and Mac Davis 
playing ahead of us. Now, go 
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figure, but Newhart suddenly 
gets all nervous and tense around 
these guys. You'd think that stars 
wouldn't get uptight around 
other stars. It's one big fraternity, 
right? But not Newhart. He 
immediately starts hacking the 
ball. Badly. As soon as he got 
anywhere near those guys, he 
just screwed everything all up. 
I've never seen a guy reach for 
his second ball for a do-over - 
before the ball from his first 
swing has landed. 

Still, Newhart is entertaining 
company. He lives in the same 
house where Clark Gable and 
Carole Lombard lived. He told me 
that his wife asked him, the 
other day, to take out the recy- 
cling and he told her, "Honey, I 
don't think Carole Lombard ever 
asked Clark Gable to take out the 
recycling." 

Wired and Well-Read. Interest- 
ingly enough, another guy who 
has the cool-under-fire reputation 
— David Duval — is actually the 
most wired golfer I caddied for. 
Remember that this is a guy who 
comes off as placid as Perry 
Como. The truth is, however, that 
he's absolutely loaded on caf- 
feine, all the time. 

When I was with him on his 
way to the course, he stopped at 
Starbucks and bought their 
biggest tumbler of coffee, 24 
ounces. Then he had more coffee 
in the clubhouse. Out on the 
course, he wants Diet Cokes. 

I asked him how he sleeps at 
night. 

"Not good," he told me. 

But he's very pleasant and 
cordial. And he's the most well- 
read golfer I've encountered. He 



loves Ayn Rand and "The 
Fountainhead." Now, most 
golfers who read never get past 
"The Sprinklerhead," much less 
"The Fountainhead," so I was 
impressed. 

The Best of All. But, when it 
comes to impressing people, 
nobody has anything on Donald 
Trump. I mean, this guy has 
spent his entire life making 
people go, "Wow! Life is good 
when you're stinking rich." So 
when I caddied for him, he didn't 
disappoint. 

With Trump, you get exactly 
what you expect. We played at 
Trump National Golf Club, where 
everything's "The Best." He tells 
me his course has the very best 
water you'll find anywhere and 
that his clubhouse makes the 
very best cheeseburgers. And, 
while he's playing, he brings his 
latest girlfriend with him and, of 
course, she's the very best- 
looking woman you could ever 
imagine. Oh, and, by the way, the 
club costs about $350,000 to join. 
Even the pretty, granite rocks on 
the landscape have a "T" in them 
— for Trump, of course. 

Imagine my surprise when, 
after shooting a McDonald's 
commercial, Trump was gleefully 
excited about getting an "Eat Any 
Meal For Free" card for his 
efforts. "I might need this 
someday!" he exclaimed. 

I told him we weren't going to 
be holding any telethons for him. 

But I like a magnate with a 
disarming sense of self-aware- 
ness and humor — and that's 
Trump. I asked him if he wanted 
me to caddie for one, two or 
three days and he said, "Rick, 
one day of me is about all a 
person should have to take." □ 

Rick Reilly is an eight-time winner 
of the National Sportswriter of the 
Year award, presented by the 
National Sportswriters and 
Sportscasters Association. His new 
book "Who's Your Caddy? Looping 
for the Great, Near Great and 
Reprobates of Golf" (Doubleday; 
$24.95), is now in stores. 
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Five of the 




Confederacy 's 
commanders 
come to life in 
John Paul Strain's 
thrilling portrait 



Shown smaller than 
actual size of 8Vs inches 



Five Legendary Leaders Ride to Battle 



They were bold commanders, brilliant 
strategists, courageous leaders who 
became legends on horseback in the 
War Between the States. Some directed 
grand armies, others led lightning 
raids, all battled their way into the 
pages of history and the hearts of mil- 
lions. 

Now five of the Confederacy's 
greatest battlefield commanders ride 
again on a thrilling work of porcelain 
art from famed Civil War artist John 
Paul Strain. 

You'll be amazed at the sense of 
drama the artist creates in his por- 
traits of Robert E. Lee, J.E.B. Stuart, 
Stonewall Jackson, Nathan Bedford 
Forrest and John Mosby. 



This fascinating work of art puts 
you in the thick of the action, riding 
along with the heroes of the 
Confederacy. You can almost smell the 
gun powder and hear the rebel battle 
cries. No Civil War artwork crackles 
with more action and realism. 

John Paul Strain's "The Pride of 
the South" is as much a work of his- 
tory as it is a work of art, and certain 
to be snapped up by collectors at the 
attractive $34.95 issue price. Don't 
miss out on the strictly limited edition 
which is banded in platinum. Send no 
money now. Mail the coupon today! 

©2003 BGE 57560-BD 
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They 
.-—Came in 

Peace 



Islamic jihad against America 
began in Beirut 20 years ago. 



BY TOM GRIGGS 



The Lebanese capital was hotter than usual. It 
was a summer afternoon in 1983. The Beirut 
sky was afire. U.S. Marines pulled their 
helmets tight over their heads as 122-mm Katyusha 
rockets scorched the air above them. Supposedly 
the rockets were headed to the Lebanese Armed 
Forces positions, but some hit the Marines' area at 
the Beirut International Airport. 

The harassment by fire came from the Druzes - an 
offshoot Muslim sect - in the Shouf Mountains 
overlooking Beirut. The Druzes were sending a 
message to the 24th Marine Amphibious Unit, the U.S. 
contingent of the Multinational Peacekeeping Force. 

It was not the first Druze rocket or artillery 
attack. The 24th MAU commander, Col. Tim Ger- 
aghty, decided it was time for a little intercultural 
communication. The M198 155-mm Howitzers of 
Charlie Battery were loaded and the Druze rocket 
position computed. Two Howitzers roared as two 
rounds were sent soaring toward the Druze posi- 
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1 determined before and upon our arrival that 
terrorism was always our biggest threat! 

- Col. Tim Geraghty 



Marines extract bodies from the debris 
after a terrorist truck bomb destroyed the 
"Beirut Hilton" in 1983. corbis 



tion. Both rounds burst directly 
above their target, and two 
illumination flares floated down 
from those bursts. The Marines' 
message was clear. They had 
zeroed in on the Druze position, 
and more enemy rockets meant 
answering to Marine artillery 
and the kind of rounds that 
explode. The attack ended. 

Leathernecks in Lebanon that 
summer were being drawn into a 
Beirut situation that was growing 
violent due to several factors. 
First, the numerous factions that 
called Lebanon home were 
embroiled in what they saw as a 
jousting for equal representation 
in a government formed some 40 
years earlier, after France de- 
clared Lebanon independent. 

Political representation had 
been divvied up according to 
majority and minority popula- 
tions. The largest population 
consisted of the Maronite Chris- 
tians, followed by the Sunni 
Muslims, Shi'ite Muslims, Greek 
Orthodox, Greek Catholics, 
Druzes and more. As the majority, 
the Maronites were given the 
presidency and the largest voice 
in the chamber of deputies, or 
parliament - 30 of the 96 chamber 
seats. The position of prime 
minister went to the Sunnis, along 
with 20 seats in the chamber. The 
Shi'ites filled 19 chamber seats, 
the Druzes only six. 

By 1983, the population ratios 
in Lebanon had changed. The 
Shi'ites had become the majority 
and wanted majority rule. Other 
sects also wanted a realignment. 
The Maronites did not agree. 

Add to that situation the aggres- 
sive Christian Phalange militia, 



Shi'ite Amal militia and Hezbol- 
lah, or "Party of God." Stir in the 
warring Syrians and Israelis. 
Trouble, indeed, was brewing. 

"Mission of Presence." The 

nucleus of the MAU was Battalion 
Landing Team 1/8 - the 1st 
Battalion, 8th Marines and 
support units - commanded by 
Lt. Col. Larry Gerlach. The MAU 
also had the 24th MAU Service 
Support Group (MSSG) and a 
reinforced Marine Medium 
Helicopter Squadron 162 , consist- 
ing of the squadron's CH-46s plus 
Hueys and Cobras. It was not a 
unit sent in to kick butt and take 
names. They were peacekeepers. 
They were handed a so-called 
"mission of presence/' They were 
to carry out that mission with the 
French, Italians and British. 

Geraghty's 24th MAU was the 
third Marine amphibious unit to 
serve with the multinational force. 
The peacekeepers of the first two 
MAUs in Beirut, in 1982 and the 
first part of 1983, could say their 
mission of presence really was 
working. Their presence certainly 
appeared to help stabilize the 
volatile situation - until mid- 
spring 1983. 

On April 18, a van loaded with 
explosives drove into the drive- 
way in the front courtyard of the 
American embassy in Beirut and 
detonated, destroying the em- 
bassy building and killing 63. 

When Geraghty brought his 
24th MAU Marines ashore at the 
end of May to relieve the 22nd 
MAU, he was well aware Beirut 
was becoming ever more danger- 
ous. And when Druze rockets 
and artillery started coming in, 
his concerns only increased. 

Geraghty had to interface with 
the Maronite-dominated govern- 
ment and the new Lebanese 
military without appearing to 



take sides. Yet, with some factions 
becoming restless and the Ma- 
rines required to refrain from 
reacting with fire, the mission 
became a significant challenge. 

"The rules of engagement 
were tolerable, but things deterio- 
rated and changed very fast," 
Geraghty recalls 20 years later. 
"This crowd was serious in their 
goal to drive us out." 

Determined to carry out peace- 
keeping duties and to keep his 
Marines focused, Geraghty sent 
his troops on daily mobile jeep 
patrols throughout Beirut and foot 
patrols through Hay-es-Salaam, a 
poor Shi'ite neighborhood adjacent 
to the Marines' airport perimeter 
positions. The gyrenes affection- 
ately called the downtrodden 
community "Hooterville." 

As the summer weather got 
hotter, so did the precarious 
situation in Beirut. The Marines 
continued to dodge incoming 
rockets and artillery, and they 
soon were ducking sporadic 
small-arms sniper fire. 

An Israeli withdrawal from the 
Shouf Mountains and Beirut itself 
at the end of August created 
more chaos. Though the Marines 
and Israelis were never very 
sociable - cool and standoffish 
was more like it - the no-non- 
sense Israeli Defense Force did 
stabilize eastern Beirut and the 
Shouf. That ended with their 
Aug. 28 pullout, and the Marines 
almost immediately suffered 
their first killed in action. 

The Marines received small- 
arms fire from Shi'ite Amal 
militiamen all that day. The 
action escalated the next morn- 
ing with a mortar attack. The 
mortar men walked 82-mm 
rounds into Alpha Company, 
finally scoring a lethal hit that 
killed the 1st Platoon command- 
er, 2nd Lt. George Losey, and the 
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platoon sergeant, Staff Sgt. 
Alexander Ortega. The 
Marines' peacekeeping 
mission suddenly turned 
deadly. 

When incoming rounds 
continued after warning 
shots of illumination from 
Charlie Battery, Geraghty 
gave the command to load all 
six of the battery's M198s 
with HE - high explosive. 
The artillerymen cut loose, 
sending the 155-mm rounds 
to the mortar position, 
destroying it. 



'The local commander's 
prerogatives were limited by the 

administration, the State 
Department and by a complex 
higher command structure that 
was not flexible enough to respond 
to the fast-paced dynamics of the 
situation on the ground/ 



Squeezed. The Israeli 
withdrawal and the in- 
creased aggressiveness of Amal 
and Druze fighters brought an 
end to Marine mobile and foot 
patrols. Battles between Muslim 
factions and the Lebanese Armed 
Forces - whose ranks were filled 
by Christians and Muslims - 
became frequent and furious, 
always spilling over into the 24th 
MAU airport area and always 
endangering the Lebanese 
Scientific University, where the 
BLT positioned one of its rifle 
companies. Throughout Septem- 
ber and into October, peace was 
elusive. 

"The situation had deteriorated 
more," Geraghty recalls. "By 
October, we were down to one 
single route to the embassy. To 
get to the university, we could no 
longer walk in. We were being 
squeezed." 

Maj. Bob Jordan served as 
Geraghty's public affairs officer. 
He recounts that the colonel's 
concerns were never heeded, that 
President Reagan was poorly 
advised, and that any sugges- 
tions from the field that the 
situation in Beirut was different 
than perceived in Washington 
were never allowed to go far up 
the chain of command. 

"The local commander's 
prerogatives were limited by the 
administration, the State Depart- 
ment and by a complex higher 
command structure that was not 
flexible enough to respond to the 
fast-paced dynamics of the 
situation on the ground," Jordan 
contends. 
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- Maj. Bob Jordan 



The colonel's concerns went 
beyond rockets, artillery and 
sniper fire. "I determined before 
and upon our arrival that terror- 
ism was always our biggest 
threat," Geraghty remembers. 

A terrorist car bomb almost 
took out the MAU commander 
Oct. 19, when he was returning 
from the embassy along that 
single remaining route. A white 
Mercedes exploded as Geraghty's 
small convoy passed. The Marines 
suffered no serious injuries, but 
Lance Cpl. Mike Toma wrote 
home to a friend - now his wife - 
that he hoped to never come that 
close to death again. Toma would 
come a lot closer. 

Early Sunday morning, Oct. 23, 
1983, Geraghty was already 
working in his office in MAU 
headquarters, about 100 yards 
north of the large concrete 
building housing the BLT offices 
and sleeping quarters. Geraghty 
usually awoke about 5 a.m. to go 
over what had happened the 
previous night. 

Jordan was asleep on his cot in 
MAU headquarters. He was 
sleeping in, for he planned to help 
the French Foreign Legion troops 
celebrate the Legion's birthday 
later that day. He would skip his 
usual 6 a.m. breakfast at the BLT. 

Another 100 yards north, at the 
MSSG, Cpl. John Wayne Nash 
was lying on his cot, talking to 
Cpl. Bertrand Hill about going to 
chow at the BLT. They decided 
against it. 

Toma was still sound asleep on 



the first floor of the BLT 
shortly past 6 a.m. He was in 
the sleeping quarters for his 
TOW anti-tank missile 
detachment, less than 100 
feet from the building lobby. 

At 6:22 a.m., a large, 
yellow Mercedes truck 
barreled into that lobby. 
TOW squad leader Sgt. Steve 
Russell tried to sound a 
warning, but it was too late. 
The truck's Hezbollah driver 
was smiling as he detonated 
the gas-charged 12,000 
pounds of TNT. 

Even in a concrete build- 
ing 100 yards away, the 
MAU commanding officer 
and executive officer were lucky 
to escape injury. "It blew out all 
the windows, blew us ass over 
teacup, blew off the door on the 
opposite wall," Geraghty remem- 
bers. "I thought a rocket had hit 
the building." 

For the Marines in the BLT 
building - the "Beirut Hilton," 
they liked to call it - the blast was 
devastating. It was a massacre. 

Miraculously, Toma was still 
alive only 100 feet from the 
hellacious explosion. He was 
unable to move, but he was 
under a small portion of the 
second floor that did not collapse 
onto the first. He lapsed in and 
out of consciousness. 

"I don't remember the blast, 
but I remember waking up. I 
remember seeing rays of sun 
through a lot of dust," says Toma, 
who today is a manufacturing 
engineer for Lockheed Martin. 

Dust, in fact, thickly enveloped 
the area all around the BLT 
building - or where the four- 
story building previously stood. 

Navy Senior Chief Joe Ciokon 
and his Navy broadcasting team 
- after the explosion blew them 
like rag dolls from their cots in 
a nearby building - ran toward 
the BLT. 

"The first thing I remember 
seeing was a weird, fog-like dust. 
We all froze in our tracks and 
couldn't believe what we saw," 
says Ciokon, who recently retired 
after 37 years in the Navy. 

From that eerie, dusty fog 
emerged torn, bloodied Marines, 
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who looked not unlike haggard 
ghosts, Ciokon recalls. He 
immediately led the first group to 
the aid station at the MSSG. 

From the MSSG, Nash and Hill 
ran to the BLT and into the 
smoke and dust to help the 
wounded, assisting many to the 
aid station. 

"Within no time, the clinic was 
full of injured Marines and 
sailors. Many of them did not 
make it at all to the MSSG and 
died along the way," recounts 
Nash, now a master sergeant, 
who served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom this year. "The injuries 
were unbelievable. Each time I 
assisted one of them, I was 
covered with their blood. This 
was without a doubt a vision that 
will live with me forever." 

Recovery Efforts. Marines 
swarmed to the blast site to 
frantically dig for their brothers 
buried in the rubbled hell that 
had been the BLT headquarters. 
Geraghty remembers gazing with 
a heavy heart upon the devasta- 
tion and casualties. Jordan was in 
the middle of it, leading the first 
recovery efforts. Geraghty asked 
what he was doing, and Jordan 
explained he was organizing the 
search-and-rescue - and recovery. 
Geraghty quietly said, "I have a 
lot of officers who can do that. I 
need you to handle the media." 
The media, of course, were 
standing by to get the story on the 
bloodiest day for the Marines 



since Iwo Jima in World War II. 

The rescuers by then had 
gotten to Mike Toma. With a 
broken hip, collapsed lung and a 
lost eardrum, Toma could barely 
hear or talk, but he saw some- 
thing amazing as he was dragged 
from the rubble. 

"I saw a beautiful blue sky and 
realized I shouldn't have been 
able to see it, because the build- 
ing would have blocked it," Toma 
remembers. "It was incomprehen- 
sible, but the building was gone." 

Then Toma was gone, relocated 
by helicopter to a ship offshore 
and then to a hospital in Germa- 
ny. He was one of only three TOW 
Marines to survive the bombing. 

Tragically, the total death toll 
reached 241, including 17 sailors 
and four Army soldiers. 

As Toma was flown to the USS 
Iwo Jima, Cpl. Matt Collins was 
wrapping up his duties in the 
Grenada operation with BLT 2/8 
far away in the Caribbean. Collins 
and Toma had served together as 
BLT 2/8 Dragon anti-tank missile 
Marines in Beirut in 1982. On Oct. 
25, 1983, Collins headed to Beirut 
with the 22nd MAU Leathernecks, 
ordered to relieve Geraghty's 24th 
MAU. 

The 22nd reached Lebanon on 
Nov. 18, and Collins came ashore 
to a Beirut as destabilized and 
dangerous as ever. Peacekeeping 
became a thing of the past. The 
Marines earned their combat pay. 
Firefights with factions attacking 
from Hooterville were routine. 



Beirut had grown increasingly more 
intense for the 24th Marine Amphibious 
Unit before "the gates of hell opened up" 

on Oct. 23, 1983. Tom Griggs 



"Sometimes, we'd throw 
everything we had at them/' 
recalls Collins, now settled in his 
hometown of Lexington, Ky. "In 
one firefight, Sgt. Kenneth Goss 
fired so many LAAWs (light anti- 
tank assault weapons), they were 
piled up to his knees." 

The violence finally ended on 
Jan. 31, 1984, when Collins was 
with the last Marine to die in 
Beirut. He was standing just a few 
feet away from Lance Cpl. George 
Dramis when Dramis took an 
assault rifle round in the chest. 

"He was gone before I got him 
out of there," Collins remembers. 

Finally, on Feb. 8, the Marines 
were ordered to withdraw to their 
ships. The mission of presence 
was over. More than 270 Ameri- 
cans had died. 

As for the Oct. 23 bombing of 
BLT 1/8, Tim Geraghty caught the 
heat. However, Marines who were 
there won't hear of it, and 20 years 
later, they stand behind him. 

And Geraghty stands behind 
them. 

"The performance of the 24th 
MAU Marines was exemplary," 
he says today. "They did every- 
thing and more. Their perfor- 
mance during and after the 
rescue was above and beyond. 
And their performance through- 
out was second to none. They're 
a special group - no question 
about it." 

Evidence indicates that the Oct. 
23 bombing was backed by Syria 
and Iran, and many Beirut 
veterans regard it as the first big 
enemy blow in the global war on 
terror being waged today. For 
Geraghty, one thing is certain: 
"The gates of hell opened up in 
Lebanon in the '80s." □ 

Tom Griggs spent the summer of 
1983 as the 24th MAU public- 
affairs chief in Beirut. He currently 
is on the editorial staff of the 
Victor Valley Daily Press in 
Victorville, Calif 
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commentary ! 

When celebrities served mankind 

Bob Hope's exit ends an era of entertainment greatness. 



BY SEN. CHUCK HAGEL 

The death of Bob Hope is a 
great loss for all Americans. 
At 100, he was truly a 
legend in his own time. His 
renowned wit and generous spirit 
endeared him to generations of 
Americans. Hope was a success 
on stage, in radio and on televi- 
sion, but perhaps his most memo- 
rable legacy is his performances 
for the men and women of the 
U.S. Armed Forces. 

For more than 50 
years, Hope enter- 
tained our armed 
forces around the 
world, headlining 
USO tours. 

Nebraskans have 
been closely involved 
with the USO and 
armed forces service 
organizations, going 
back to the North 
Platte Canteen 
during World War II. 

I was president of 
the USO and serving 
on its board of 
governors when Hope 
made one of his last 
USO trips to entertain 
our armed forces in 
1988. Nebraskan 
Duane Acklie served 
as chairman of the 
board of governors 
and fellow Nebraskan 
John Gottschalk 
serves as the current 
board chairman. 

Hope's selfless commitment to 
entertaining the men and 
women in uniform was un- 
matched. He had a profound 
understanding of the USO's 
mission, which is to provide 
uniformed military personnel 
with a sense of home and an 
escape from the rigors and 
pressures of military life - and 
sometimes even war. He per- 
formed in thousands of USO 



and made countless troops 
laugh. From 1948 to 1972, Hope 
spent Christmas with troops in 
locations ranging from Berlin to 
Saigon. 

His death brings an end to an 
era of great entertainers - 
entertainers who were individu- 
als, unique in their style and 
selfless in their service to others. 
It was a generation of legends, of 
entertainers bigger than life. 
They worked from the positives 
of life. 



,,,and there are a lot 
of troops in the audience 
waiting for you, Mr. Hope. 




shows, traveled millions of miles 
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Their performances were 
upbeat, presentable and whole- 
some, with reinforcing messages 
about our country and each other. 
They didn't tear others down to 
build themselves up. They 
entertained in the truest sense of 
the word - and they inspired. 

Bob Hope and his contempo- 
raries - Red Skelton, Jack Benny, 
George Burns, Milton Berle, 
Jimmy Durante and others - 
were more than celebrities. They 
were humanists. Their service to 



mankind was motivated by the 
understanding that humor lifts 
the spirits of all people. Today, 
that wisdom is often forgotten. 

Hope and his buddies were 
some of America's most influen- 
tial ambassadors. Their perfor- 
mances were seen around the 
world. Though born in England, 
Hope's American style, self- 
deprecating, playfully irreverent 
humor appealed to people 
everywhere. More than comedi- 
ans, Hope and his friends were 

dynamic communica- 
tors to generations of 
men and women 
around the globe. His 
commitment to his 
country was moti- 
vated by a sense of 
duty, and he delight- 
ed in it. 

Famous for his one- 
liners, Hope once 
said, "If you haven't 
any charity in your 
heart, you have the 
worst kind of heart 
trouble." 

For decades, Hope 
brought humor and 
warmth to those who 
needed it. In 1997, he 
became the only 
person ever desig- 
nated by Congress as 
an honorary veteran. 
He will be remem- 
bered not only as a 
gifted comedian and 
patriot but also as a 
giant of a human being. 

There will never be another like 
Bob Hope. But we can build on 
what he has taught us and the 
enthusiasm with which he 
devoted himself to his fellow 
man. □ 

Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., is a 
former infantry squad leader who 
received two Purple Hearts during 
the Vietnam War. This article first 
appeared in the Omaha World- 
Herald on July 31, 2003. 
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Reservation Form — 
Please Respond Promptly 

□YES! Please reserve the "The Semper Fi Christmas 
Tree" for me. I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will pay for my 
Christmas tree in five equal installments of $19.80*, the first 
to be paid prior to shipment. My satisfaction is completely 
guaranteed. 

365-Day Guarantee. The Best in the Business. 

* Plus a total of $9.95 for shipping & handling. Illinois residents 
add state sales tax. Please allow 4-6 weeks for shipment. 




Neither the United States Marine Corps nor any other component of the 
Department of Defense has approved, endorsed, or authorized this product. 



Hamilton Authenticated 

9202 Center for the Arts Drive • Niles, IL 60714 



Name_ 



Address _ 
City 



_State 



collectiblestoday.com Zip 



_Telephone_ 



98022-E94901 



98022-CC2 



under the radar 



Price on his head 

The Washington Times reports 
that the United States is spending 
$7 million a year to protect 
Colombian President Alvaro 
Uribe and other key Colombian 
officials. U.S. protection began in 
2002, an indication of how impor- 
tant Uribe is to Washington's 
efforts in the war-torn South American country. 

Thanks in part to U.S. protection, Uribe has 
already survived four separate assassination 
attempts. One of those attacks occurred during his 
inauguration in August 2002, when rebel forces 
fired rocket-propelled grenades at the presidential 
compound. Twenty-one civilians died in the attack 

It's not difficult to understand why the drug 
lords want Uribe dead, or why Washington wants 
him alive. For years, the Colombian government 
lacked either the will or the resources to slug it 
out with the drug-financed insurgents, known as 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or 




FARC. In the 1990s, some 
Colombian leaders even tried to 
appease FARC by ceding vast 
swaths of Colombian territory to 
the rebels. But in Uribe, FARC 
has found a tenacious adversary. 
Indeed, in an interview with 
The Miami Herald, Uribe called 
on other South American 
leaders to amend the continent-wide defense 
treaty so it can be invoked to fight internal 
threats, such as transnational drug cartels, not 
just external threats. 

According to the State Department, Uribe is not 
the only foreign leader receiving such personal 
attention from Washington. The United States 
provided security to Haiti's former leader, Jean 
Bertrand Aristide, in the mid-1990s, and U.S. 
forces continue to protect Afghanistan's interim 
president, Hamid Karzai. In fact, they saved his 
life during an attempted coup in September 2002. 

- A.W.D. 



Global reach 

In what sounds more like a 
science-fiction novel than a 
government-procurement order, 
the Pentagon's Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 
is asking defense contractors to 
develop plans for an aircraft 
capable of taking off from a 
conventional military runway in 
the continental United States and 
"striking anywhere on earth in 
less than two hours." 

As envisioned by Air Force 
planners, the super-fast space 
plane would be reusable, hyper- 
sonic, and capable of carrying a 
12,000-pound payload beyond the 
earth's outer atmosphere and to the 
edge of space, where the plane's 
guided but unpowered weaponry 
would break away and begin to fall 
toward their targets. "This capabil- 
ity," the DARPA invitation ex- 
plains, "would free the U.S. 
military from reliance on forward 
basing (and) enable it to react 
promptly and decisively to destabi- 
lizing or threatening actions." 

The program is known as 
FALCON, short for "Force Applica- 
tion and Launch from CONUS." 
DARPA wants a combat-ready 
system by 2025. In the interim, 
DARPA hopes to use the long- 
range, free-fall weapons technology 
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in conjunction with rocket technol- 
ogy to provide U.S. forces with 
"global strike capability" from the 
continental United States by 2010. 




Corbis 



Russia withers away 

According to a trio of research- 
ers from RAND, a nonprofit 
research institute with offices in 
California, Virginia and Pennsyl- 
vania, Russia is slowly dying. By 
the middle of this century, the 
transcontinental, multiethnic 
empire built by the czars will be 



populated by fewer than 100 
million people - down from 145 
million today. The findings were 
published in a recent issue of The 
Atlantic Monthly. 

In fact, in the past decade 
alone, Russia's population has 
fallen from 148 million to 145 
million - "an absolute decline 
greater than that in any other 
nation." Researchers also found 
that the mortality rate among 
Russian men between 15 and 24 
"nearly doubled in the 1990s and 
is now almost three times that for 
young American men." Likewise, 
immigration has fallen from 1.2 
million to just 185,000. 

The researchers note that 
Russia's population woes will 
make it increasingly difficult for 
the government to maintain 
border security and internal 
stability. That could invite foreign 
interference, internal power 
struggles or the rise of terrorist 
elements, as seen in Afghanistan, 
Somalia, Chechnya and other 
failed states. With thousands of 
nuclear warheads spread across 
its landscape, a dying and un- 
stable Russia poses more than just 
a threat to its neighbors - it poses 
a serious long-term challenge for 
the United States. 

- Alan W. Dowd 
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Alpine Army Watch 

Virtual Twin of the World-Famous $100 Army Watch- 
Place Them Side by Side and You Can't Tell The 
Difference Until Vou Look at the Price Tag! 





Military Night- 
Vision Dial! 



nil of the 
Advanced Features 
of the Original 
Army Watch 

(only the price tag 
is different) 

• Stainless Steel Cose 

• Scratch-Proof Crystal 

• Water Resistant 
and Shockproof 

• Precision Quartz 
Movement 

• Lightweight — Weighs 
Less than 2 Oz. 

• Adjustable 
Leather-Reinforced 
Wristband 



National TV Bargains, Dept. AAWB-0003 
22 South Smith Street, Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 



Alpine Army Watch 


PLEASE RUSH ME: (QTY.) 

Alpine Army Watch(es) @ $12.98 each 


\ 


SAVE: All watches after first add 
only $10.98 each. QTY. 


I 


FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING 


FREE 


CT residents must add 6% sales tax 1 TOTAL 


1 



□ Enclosed is my check or money order payable to: National TV Bargains 
Charge my: QVisa □ MasterCard □ Amex □ Discover Cards 
Card# I 



































Exp / 





Name_ 
Address_ 
City 



Jtate Zip 



Phone # £ )_ 



For other great gift ideas, visit our website at: www.nationaltvbargains.com 

FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING! 



For the first time ever, the Alpine Army Watch is 
now being made available to the public — not for 
the $100 uou might expect, but for this special 
one-time-onlu price of onlu $12.98 (plus even less 
after first watch)! Ideal for all outdoor activities, it 
features all the latest advances In cutting-edge 
technology including: precision quartz movement for 
split-second military accuracy, night-vision dial with 
large easy-to-read numbers, luminous hands and 
sweep second hand, light-as-a-feather stainless 
steel case, scratch-proof crystal, and genuine 
leather-reinforced wristband. 
Only $12.98 on this special limited offer. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or money refunded in full. But supplies 
are strictly limited. To make sure you do not miss 
out, ACT NOW! 

© 2003 National TV Bargains, 22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 



Complete Video Library Of The Greatest Naval Battles of World War II 
Including Battles of Midway and Coral Sea 

The Official, Award-Winning, Full Length 




1 MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY] 1 

VIDEO BARGAINS, Dept. VSAE-0328 

22 South Smith Street., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 

Please rush me those Victory At Sea Documentaries on 
Video Tape I have checked below on your full money back 
guarantee (less p&h) if not delighted. 

□ VOL #1 6 Original Uncut programs only $9.98 

□ VOL #2 7 Original Uncut programs only $9.98 

□ VOL. #3 6 Original Uncut programs only $9.98 

□ VOL. #4 7 Original Uncut programs only $9.98 

□ SAVE BIG! All VOLUMES for only $36.98. 

Add only $5 p&h no matter how many volumes you order. 



□ Special Rush Priority Delivery Option add an additional 
$5 p&h: Total $10 p&h 

Enclosed is $ CT residents add 6% sales tax. 

CHARGE IT: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Amex 

Acct. # Exp. Date 

Name 

Address 

City 

State 



-Zip. 



Complete Set of All 26 Original Programs — By Far The 
Most Thrilling Official Battle Films Ever Released! 



They held TV audiences absolutely spellbound when 
first broadcast on national TV. The last and final great 
battles in the history of naval warfare. So action 
packed— (produced from actual zoom-lens footage filmed 
in the heat of battle) — you'll hear the roar of the guns... 
see bombs and shells tear ships to shreds. . . witness boats, 
planes, subs and entire crews of Japanese and Nazis sent 
to a watery grave. So authentic you'll feel you are sitting on 
the deck of a battleship — in the cockpit of a dive 
bomber... or aiming through a sub's periscope with a ring- 
side seat to the fires of Hell that raged for over 4 years in 
the Atlantic and Pacific. 

© 2003 VIDEO BARGAINS, 22 South Smith St, Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 



EVERY MAJOR BATTLE, FROM THE CRUSHING OF 
JAPAN'S NAVY AT MIDWAY— TO THE DEATH-BLOWS TO 
GERMANY'S U-BOAT WOLF PACKS THAT TURNED THE 
ATLANTIC INTO AN 'AMERICAN LAKE'! 

Narrated by Leonard Graves with background music by 
Richard Rogers, here on four incredible videos, over 12 
hours, is the battle-by-battle history of our eventual 
VICTORY AT SEA. It's a complete video encyclopedia of the 
history of naval warfare in World War II... all 26 original 
full-length programs... guaranteed to electrify, educate and 
entertain you and your family for countless years to come! 
1,000's of collections originally sold for $149.95, yours 
now at a give-away price! 



AM 26 Original Uncut Programs 
HERE'S WHAT YOU GET 



VOLUME #1 

Design for War • The Pacific Boils Over • Sealing the Breech 
• Midway is East • Mediterranean Mosaic • Guadalcanal 



VOLUME #2 
Rings Around Rabaul • Marenstrum • Sea and Sand • 
Beneath the Southern Cross • The Magnetic North • Conquest 
of Micronesia • Melanesian Nightmare 



VOLUME #3 

Roman Renaissance • D-Day • Killers and the Kill • The 
Turkey Shoot • Two if by Sea • The Battle for Leyte Gulf 



VOLUME #4 

Return of the Allies • Full Fathom Five • The Fate of Europe 
• Target Suribachi • The Road to Mandalay • Suicide for 
Glory • Design for Peace 



living well 



The cost of lung disease 



COPD is nation's 
fourth leading 
cause of death. 

BY DR. NELDA P. WRAY 

Nearly everyone has experienced 
shortness of breath after climbing 
a long flight of stairs or exercising 
too hard. Fortunately, most of us 
quickly recover. That is not the 
case for the millions of Americans 
who suffer from the lung disease 
known as chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disorder. COPD is the 
fourth leading cause of death in 
the United States, claiming more 
than 117,000 lives a year. 

Doctors use the term COPD to 
describe the airflow obstruction 
that occurs mainly in emphysema 
and chronic bronchitis, two 
conditions that frequently occur 
simultaneously. Emphysema 
causes irreversible damage by 
weakening and breaking the air 
sacs in the lungs. In addition, 
airways frequently constrict and 
impede airflow. Chronic bronchitis 
is an inflammatory disease that 
obstructs airflow by increasing the 
amount of mucus in the bronchial 
tubes. Although it can be treated, 
COPD has no cure and takes a 
great toll on individual lives and 
on our health-care system. 

Impact of COPD. The number of 
COPD cases is difficult to deter- 
mine. The American Lung Asso- 
ciation estimates 16 million 
Americans have been diagnosed 
with some form of the disorder - 
and that an additional 16 million 
cases remain undiagnosed. 
Annual costs of care for COPD 
exceed $32 billion. VA alone 
treated nearly 180,000 COPD 
patients last year at a cost of more 
than $133 million. 

Of course, the cost goes beyond 
money. The disorder decreases the 
lungs' ability to take in oxygen 
and remove carbon dioxide. As 
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smaller airways close 
and larger ones narrow, 
breathing becomes 
increasingly difficult 
over a period of years. 
Symptoms include 
tightness in the chest, 
chronic coughing, 
shortness of breath 
and increased mucus. 
Coughing attacks 
occur more frequent- 
ly over time, become 
more intense and 
require longer recov- 
ery times. Too little 
oxygen and too 
much carbon 
dioxide in the bloodstream can 
lead to other health problems, 
including headaches, difficulty 
sleeping and reduced mental 
ability. Understandably, many 
COPD patients say the condition 
affects their ability to work, sleep, 
perform chores at home and 
participate in family activities. 

Treating and Managing COPD. As 

with most diseases, the best way 
to fight COPD is to prevent it. The 
single greatest risk factor is 
smoking, which accounts for up to 
90 percent of cases. Thus, you can 
greatly reduce your chances of 
developing COPD by not smoking 
or by giving up the habit. Second- 
hand smoke also is a risk factor, as 
are heredity, a history of childhood 
respiratory infections and expo- 
sure to air pollution. 

Next to prevention, early 
detection and treatment of COPD 
offers the best hope for reducing 
symptoms and improving quality 
of life. If you experience any of 
the symptoms - a daily morning 
cough with clear sputum is one of 
the earliest signs of COPD - see 
your doctor as soon as possible. 

Physicians typically prescribe a 
respiratory-care program designed 
to minimize disability and prevent 
early death. Medications may 
include bronchodilators to help 
open airways, antibiotics to treat 
infections, expectorants to loosen 





and expel mucus, and corticoste- 
roids to reduce inflammation. A 
major VA study in 1999 found that 
patients treated with corticoste- 
roids recovered more quickly from 
acute episodes of COPD. In the 
later stages of the disease, patients 
may need to use supplemental 
oxygen or mechanical respirators. 

Patients with COPD should 
avoid extremely hot or cold 
environments and high altitudes, 
where breathing can be difficult. 
They also should avoid dust, air 
pollution, contact with people 
suffering from respiratory infec- 
tions and - most important - 
smoking and secondhand smoke. 
Even if an unhealthy choice in the 
past has contributed to develop- 
ment of COPD, patients can 
increase their chances of living 
relatively normal, fulfilling lives 
by taking better care of them- 
selves now. 

Nelda P. Wmy, M.D., M.P.H., is chief 
research and development officer for 
the Veterans Health Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 



Shouldn't every anniversary 
feel like the first? 




No matter how many years have passed since your honeymoon, a healthy sexual relationship 
is just as important now as it was then. The VasoRect® Formula from Real Health Laboratories 
helps enhance overall sexual health and erectile functioning. This stimulant-free, natural formula 
is based on Nobel Prize-winning science and is backed by four U.S. 

Patents.* So if you want to help make every anniversary better than |j [ [ALT H® 

the last, make The VasoRect Formula a part of your life today. 

licensed under U.S. Patents #5,217,997, #5,428,070, #5,891,459, #6,117,872 



LABORATORIES 



VasoRect 



ORIGINAL 




Call 1-800-565-6656 or visit www.vasorect.com 



i@V ^BROOKS CVS Utrin^rc^ 

Aibemons' Pharmacy pharmacy *-* ■ouone reoue 



rfaxpfomp QscoDru g Savon drugs ^ 



These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 



10058-27-31 



living well 

VA fills private-practice prescriptions 



Under a new policy, some 
veterans waiting to see VA 
physicians for the first time may 
be eligible to receive 
medications prescribed 
by private doctors 
from VA mail-out 
pharmacies. 

To be eligible for 
the new benefit, 
veterans must have 
enrolled for VA 
health care before 
July 25, 2003; 
requested their first 
primary-care 
appointment with 
VA before July 25, 
2003; and must 
have been waiting 
more than 30 days 
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for their first primary-care 
appointment on Sept. 22, 2003. 
The program is a short-term 
measure to assist veterans who 
were enrolled and 
waiting for VA 
appointments before 
July 25. It does not 
apply to veterans put 
on the waiting list 
after July 24. VA 
estimates that 200,000 
veterans are eligible for 
the benefit. 
For more information, 
veterans should contact 
their local VA medical 
facility or veterans service 
officer. 

Source: Department of 
Veterans Affairs 



FDA approves reflux implant 



The Food and Drug Administra- 
tion calls it gastro esophageal 
reflux disease - GERD, for short. 
Millions of Americans simply call 
it heartburn. Whatever its name, 
the FDA has approved an implant 
for the treatment of symptoms in 
some patients. 

The Enteryx procedure, devel- 
oped by Boston Scientific, involves 
injecting a patented liquid poly- 
mer into the lower esophagus that 
solidifies into sponge-like perma- 
nent implant. The 
implant helps to 
prevent or reduce 
reflux of gastric 
acid into the 
esophagus - 
source of the 
nasty heartburn 
millions of 
Americans 
regularly experi- 
ence. The im- 
plant can be done 
on an outpatient 
basis. Patients 
requiring daily 
drug therapy 

with proton pump inhibitors are 
most likely to he helped by the 
implant. 
Unlike daily drug therapy that 




treats only the symptoms of GERD, 
the implant is designed to reduce 
pressure to the gastro esophageal 
junction, thus addressing the 
underlying mechanical cause of 
the disease - LES dysfunction. 

Clinical trials show an 80-percent 
reduction in drug dependency by 
people participating in the trial. 
Seventy percent of the participants 
were able to discontinue their 
heartburn medications. Many 
patients are able to enjoy foods and 
beverages that 
had previously 
triggered GERD 
symptoms. 

GERD afflicts 
approximately 15 
million adults in 
the United States 
alone, and up to 
10 percent of 
people on a 
Western diet 
worldwide. In 
2000, $8.3 billion 
was spent in the 
United States on 
prescription 
drugs that treat heartburn, the 
primary symptom of GERD. 

Source: Boston Scientific, 
(508) 650-8000 



Boston Scientific 
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Vitamin E 
benefits expand 

Men can add male fertility 
to the growing list of health 
conditions that can be 
helped by taking Vitamin E 
and other antioxidants, 
according to The Wall Street 
Journal 

In an article titled "Guys, 
Your Clock is Ticking, Too," 
the financial newspaper 
reported on new research 
indicating that male fertility 
- sperm production and 
quality - gradually declines 
with age. Vitamin E and 
other antioxidants are 
believed to help repair and 
prevent damage to sperm, 
the article said. 

Vitamin E has long been 
considered a potent antioxi- 
dant. Antioxidants reduce 
oxidative stress in the body. 
That stress, in turn, produces 
so-called "free radicals," 
which can damage organs 
and cells. 

The list of health problems 
that can be positively 
affected by vitamin E 
supplements expanded 
recently. Reports indicate 
that both vitamins E and C 
can improve the outcomes 
for surgical patients. Another 
recent study by the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society found 
that vitamin E supplements 
can reduce the risk of 
bladder-cancer mortality. 

Source: Foods for the 
Future, (202) 223-3532 
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Veteran's Travel Specials 



£ 5 Veterans Receive Up To 

*'\ $100QEE 

Per Cabin Book By 10/31/03 

9Day Western Caribbean 1 N °SHA N ° 

Sailing from Miami to Grand Cayman, Roatan, 
Belize & Cozumel plus 1 Night in Miami AAA 
Norwegian Wind from^HUw 

11 Day Panama Canal ceiebht^^cruises 
Sailing from Tampa visiting Georgetown, Puerto 
Limon, Colon, Roatan & Cozumel CCQQ 
November 7& 28, 2003 • Horizon . . . from^OwJI 

21 Day Panama Canal i no ^egian 
Cruise from San Juan to San Francisco plus 
3 Nts. in San Francisco & Sightseeing ^ E7ft 
April 15, 2004 • Norwegian Sky from* I 3 1 9 

20 Day Transatlantic Plus Italy i N °^ E f? N IAN 

March 22, 2004 • Norwegian Dream fr$1 869 

2004 Alaska Cruise Adventure fr $899 
Best Price and Satisfaction Guarantees 

SHIP n SHORE 

Cruise & Tour Specialists Since 1986 





800-475-6712 

—www.shipandshorecruises.com — 

Prices are per person, double occupancy; port charges are included; gov't taxes are 
additional; limited availability. Prices shown are min. fares for select departure dates. 
Other dates higher. Not responsible for last minute changes of price or itinerary by cruise line, 
or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions and cancellation 
penalties may apply. Promotional offers are valid on specific sailing dates, capacity controlled 
by the cruise lines, and may not be combinable with other offers. Foreign Departure Taxes of 
up to $45 may also be additional and payable to the foreign Airport Authority. Best Price and 
Satisfaction Guarantee: for complete details, call us or visit our website. Ships' Registry: 
Greece, Norway, Bahamas, Liberia, Panama & Italy. Fla. Seller of Travel Reg. No. ST-31120, 
IA tvl no. 654, OH no. 87891 21 , CST # 20281 07-50. Licensed & Bonded © 2003. 



4 Official 2003 Coins 
Never Released for Circulation! 

History was made when the U.S. Mint did not release the official 2003 Kennedy 
half dollars and Sacagawea dollars for circulation! Struck for collectors only, 
these popular Kennedy halfs and "golden" dollars were quickly snapped up! 

Complete 2003 Uncirculated Set! 
This complete 4-coin set of official Kennedy halfs and Sacagawea dollars is not 
available directly from the U.S. Mint! But fortunately, Littleton can offer you a 
complete 2003 Philadelphia & Denver Mint Set of brilliant Uncirculated coins for 
just $6.95! A special savings of 42%! With no single coins issued, this 
is the only way you can get this important set (limit 5). Order yours 
today, and we'll include How to Collect Coins - a full color 36-page 
guide - absolutely FREE! Plus, get FREE shipping to your home. 

You'll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other 
fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-on- 
Approval Service, from which you may purchase any or none - 
return balance in 15 days - with option to cancel at any time. 
Order now - before these prized coins vanish forever! 
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction • Over 55 Years of Friendly Service to Collectors 





Special Offer for New Customers. . . 
[^fVTi C[ Please send me the Complete 4-Coin Set of 2003 Uncirculated Kennedy Halfs and 
\m I JZ/i3« Sacagawea Dollars for the special price of $6.95 with Free Shipping (limit 5). Plus, 
my FREE Booklet (one per customer, please). 

| Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, November 1, 2003 | How Many (limit 5 sets): 



Method of payment: 

□ Check or Money Order enclosed 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ American Express □NOVUS Cards 

Card No. Exp. Date. 



Total Cost @ $6.95 per set: $_ 



Shipping & Handling: $ FREE? 

Total Amount: $ 

Please send coupon 
with payment to: 

~1 Littleton 

[ Coin Compan y 
Dept. KU0432 

1309 Mt. Eustis Road 
Littleton NH 03561-3737 
www.littletoncoin.com/specials 




Return To Normandy on The 60th Anniversary of The Allied Invasion 
aboard Holland America Line's ms Noordam 
June 2 to 12th, 2004 



On September 1 1th 2001 many Americans were introduced to the word "hero" in a 
way they had never known before. american patriotism soared and american flags 
began to spring up on front porches, cars, buildings and overpasses across america as 
the nation showed its love for the great american hero. 

While the heros of September 1 1th and its aftermath will be forever remembered 
in the hearts and minds of american citizens and the youth of the today, many of the 
truly great heros of american history remain unknown to the average u.s. citizen today. 

Six decades ago, on june 6th 1944, brave men took to the air, sea and land on a 
mission that would redefine the lives of every person on the face of the earth, and all 
the generations that follow. their courage brought an end to the greatest war man 
has ever known and set the standard by which all future "heros" would be judged. 

Join the five-star ms noordam as she relives the memories of these men with a 
return to the beaches of normandy with veterans, friends, family, and a new generation 
of Americans to see where the term "American Hero" was really born. 

For Rates, Reservations and Information Please Call: 
HARTFORD HOLIDAYS 

129 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, NY 11596 




(800) 828-4813 



D-DAY CRUISE ITINERARY 

Jun 2 Dover/London, England 

Jun 3 Pymouth, England 

Jun 4 St. Peter Port, Guernsey 

Jun 5 Cherbourg, France (D-Day) 

Jun 6 Cherbourg, France (D-Day) 

Jun 7 St. Malo, France 

Jun 8 Honfleur, France 

Jun 9 Zeebrugge/Brussels, Belgium 

Jun 10 Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Jun 1 1 Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Jun 1 1 Cruising the North Sea Canal 

Jun 12 Dover/London, England 



living well 



PERS: Help is a touch away 

Personal emergency-response systems offer peace of mind. 



BY CHRISTINA GILFOYLE 

A 79 -year- old man sits at his 
kitchen table having a cup 
of coffee, thinking about his 
plans for the day. He has some 
work to do around the house and a 
dental appointment at 2 p.m. 
Heading to the basement, he feels 
a twinge in his chest. He has a 
medical history of high blood 
pressure and had heart bypass 
surgery eight years ago. His pain 
worsens. He realizes he needs 
immediate medical help, but the 
telephone is on the main floor. He 
presses a small lightweight button 
on his wristband. Within seconds, 
he hears a voice. An operator from 
the personal emergency-response 
center checks to see if he needs 
help. "I am having chest pain," the 
stricken man gasps. Within 
minutes, an ambulance arrives. 

This scenario is not unlikely. 
The man is still active, lives alone 
and wants to continue to do so, 
independently. He has found a way 
to do that. A few months ago, he 
subscribed to Pittsburgh's St. Clair 
Hospital's Lifeline Program. He 
obtained a wrist device that is part 
of the hospital's personal emer- 
gency-response system, which is 
dedicated to empower subscribers 
to live independently in the 
comfort of their own homes. Many 
are elderly individuals living alone 
with medical conditions. Others 
live with someone but may be 
alone part of the day. People with 
disabilities or who live in remote 
areas also benefit from PERS 
programs. However, not everyone 
knows about them or that the 
service can vary by manufacturer 
and care provider. 

Handy Protection. PERS is an 
electronic device designed to 
summon help in an emergency. 
The systems offer peace of mind 
and security to obtain help if it is 
needed. They have three compo- 
nents: the console connected to 
the subscriber's telephone, the 
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transmitter or personal-help 
button, and the emergency- 
response center that monitors 
subscriber needs. 

Transmitters are lightweight, 
battery-powered units that are the 
source of activation in an emer- 
gency. Most buttons are worn on 
a neck cord or wristband. Ideally, 
transmitters are waterproof, so 
they can be worn in a bath or 
shower. A few manufacturers 
have the ability to accommodate a 
wheelchair or immobile subscrib- 
er with adaptive equipment that 
operates in the same manner. 

The console acts as the commu- 
nicator by capturing the telephone 
line to send the help call. It dials 
the number designated in the unit. 
Some PERS are set to dial an 
emergency-response center that 
provides year-round, 24-hour 
coverage, while others may dial 
911 or another designated number. 

The third component is the 
emergency-response center. Some 
centers stay in direct contact with 
the subscriber until the situation 
is resolved. 

A PERS can be purchased, 
rented or leased. Neither Medicare 
nor Medicaid, in most states, will 
pay for the service. A few insur- 
ance companies will cover the 
service with a doctor's prescrip- 
tion. Some social-service organi- 
zations and hospitals offer 
subsidized fees for low-income 
subscribers. The Department of 
Veterans Affairs will approve 
payment of personal emergency- 
response systems for enrolled 
veterans when PERS are VA- 
physician prescribed. 

Different Companies, Different 
Services. Some companies sell 
PERS and charge monthly monitor- 
ing fees. However, it is less costly 
to rent the service on a monthly 
basis. Some consumers have 
reported paying between $4,000 
and $5,000 to buy a PERS, so it is 
important that consumers shop 
around and deal only with repu- 



table companies. Larger providers 
often offer basic service for less 
than $40 per month, with a one- 
time installation fee of about $75. 

The best protection for obtain- 
ing a PERS is to ask questions and 
research the product prior to 
signing any papers. Some ques- 
tions to ask while shopping for a 
PERS include: 

■ Total cost of the unit and 
monitoring? 

■ Installation charge? 

■ Do you have to buy the unit or 
can you rent it? 

■ What are the cost differences 
between buying and renting? 

■ Long-term contract or is it 
month-to-month? 

■ Can service be discontinued at 
any time? 

■ What warranties are provided? 

■ Costs for repairs? 

■ Where are repairs made? Will 
they provide backup during that 
time? 

■ Who monitors the system? 

■ What training is provided to the 
monitoring personnel? 

■ How does the system work? 
Who does it call first? 

■ How often is the system tested? 

■ What is the battery life? 

■ How long has the company 
been in business? 

■ Are the transmitters or personal- 
help buttons waterproof? 

■ Does the company have a 
disaster-readiness plan to con- 
tinue service? 

■ Additional charges? 

■ Does the company provide 
year-round, 24-hour monitoring 
and response? 

■ Ask for contracts in writing. 
VA health-care facilities, 

community hospitals, home-care 
agencies and private physicians 
can provide additional informa- 
tion on personal emergency- 
response systems and how they 
can save lives. 

Christina Gilfoyle is a PERS Lifeline 
program manager at Pittsburgh's 
St Clair Hospital 
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Celebrate Our Troops! 

$ 19 95 



Thousands Sold At $ 29 95 

SAVE $ 10 00 Now Only 



YOUR ORDER 

SHIPPED 

1ST CLASS MAIL 



U.S. GOVERNMENT ISSUE 

World War II Watch 

Accurate in every detail. From the battlefield to the boardroom 
we fought hard to recreate this piece of history. Now, for the first 
time, in 23 Karat Gold layers. And, at a value packed price 
everyone can enjoy. No detail was overlooked, and every 
quality feature is guaranteed. Like our updated Quartz 
movement accurate to within five seconds a month. For 
good measure we added a thick Genuine Leather strap. 
And, our 23K Gold case contains the exact military dial 
used by our armed forces worldwide. Even the original 
government order information and stamping, Layered 
in 23K Gold, have all been replicated in every detail. 
A wonderfully authentic timepiece can now be 
yours, a touch of nostalgia to be discussed 
and fashionably worn by all who were 
touched by the Great War. It's been 50 
years now, and most of us will never 
forget. 



Very 
Timely 
Very Handsome 

This smart looking rugged timepiece 
will be a welcome addition to any 
wardrobe. Handsome and generously 
thick leather strap is ultra comfortable. 
And, of course the easy to read military 
dial will keep you right on step and 
right on time. A very sensational value 
beautifully layered in 23 Karat Gold. 



Especially 
Designed For: 
•Military 
•Aviators 
•Sportsmen 
•Collectors 
•Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines 
•Executives 
•Americans 
Throughout 
The Land 





Technical Sergeant Francis 
L. Garrett, Company A, 
1st Battalion, 71st Infantry 
Regiment, 44th Division. 
Toured European 
Theater of Operations. 
Shown original Army 
photo 1943. 





Technical Specifications: 

Exact Military Dial, night-read orange numbers 
for hours 01 :00 to 12:00. Inside ring shows 
hours 13:00 to 24:00. Precise second indices, 
outside ring shows seconds in increments of 
five with Signal Red sweep secondhand. No 
distortion rugged crystal cover, hefty "set pin," 
Quartz movement accurate to within five sec- 
onds per month. Genuine Leather strap, 
hard metal bezel, stainless steel back, and 
buckle ALL LAYERED IN 23 KARAT 
GOLD. Replicated from Department of 
War Order 15X-S275873. 



Genuine 
LEATHER 
Hefty Strap 

This generous leather 
strap is carefully cut from 
fine tanned leather hides. 
Then a comfort cushion is 
put inside, and rugged 
matching stitching finished 
off the good looks. Sturdy 
buckle in 23K Gold layers, 
two sturdy leather "keepers," 
and eight eyelet holes for your 
adjustable comfort. 




NOTE: This is not some skinny European 
mport. The original thickness, heft and 
weight of the WW II military edition was main- 
tained for your enjoyment. 

r M 1 « r ii' l » ir 

Mail TODAY to: MAC. By Mail 

11427 Commercial Ave. PO Box 489 
Richmond, Illinois 60071 

VCCI Please rush m V 23 Karat GOLD World War II 
I CO! Watch(es) as checked below. 100% 
GUARANTEE: I understand that if at any time, for any 
reason, I am not completely satisfied, I may return the 
watch for a prompt refund of every penny I paid for it. 



Makes 
A Great 
Gift! 



M.A.C. By Mail 



As a matter of 
fact, that is how 
it all began. 
That's my Uncle, 
I was looking for a 
special gift for him and came 
across a WWII antique watch in 
the local Army/Navy store here 
in Tempe. It was irresistible 
even though the price tag was 
$200 bucks. It was worth every 
penny of it because the smiles 
and conversation went a long, 
long way. 



11427 Commercial Ave. P0 Box 489 
Richmond, Illinois 60071 



Quantity 


Check (✓) 


One 
$19.95 




Two 
$37.90 




Three 
$54.85 





Total For 
Watch(es) 

Add Shipping/ 
Handling 

Total Paid Or 
Charged 



□ Check Enclosed □ Bill VISA □ Bill MasterCard 



Credit Card Number - Please Print All Digits 
Name 



Expires 



Street_ 



City . 



State 



Zi P- 



legion news | 

Conley reports on VA crisis to Senate 



During his year as national 
commander of The American 
Legion, Ronald F. Conley of 
Pennsylvania embarked on an 
odyssey, criss-crossing America 
and visiting 60 VA medical 
facilities in 10 months. His goal 
was to see firsthand the condi- 
tion of VA health care in America 
and present his findings to 
Congress and the nation. 

On July 15, accompanied by a 
large contingent of Legionnaires, 
Conley presented a 212-page 
report to members of the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee, 
along with a clear message: the 
care veterans receive from VA 
facilities and the professionals 
who administer that care may be 
among the best in the world, but 
until those facilities get the 
funding they need, veterans will 
continue to wait longer than they 
should to get in. 

"From nearly everyone, I found 
frustration over the lack of timely 
access to VA health care, under- 
use of some facilities, overcrowd- 
ing in others, and inconsistent 
budgets and budget expecta- 
tions/' Conley wrote in "A System 
Worth Saving: A Special Report 
on the Condition of VA Health 
Care in America." 

"America's excellent VA health- 
care system is being consumed 
by fiscal neglect." 

Included in Conley's written 
report - which was presented to 
every member of Congress, 
President George W. Bush and VA 
Secretary Anthony J. Principi - 




National Commander Conley tells the 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee that VA 
health care must receive adequate funding 
in order to survive. James v. carroii 

were summarized accounts of 
facilities he visited, along with 
various other reports concerning 
VA health care, including affilia- 
tions with colleges and universi- 
ties and the impact the CARES 
(Capital Asset Realignment for 
Enhanced Services) study will 
have on the system. 

Conley pointed out that the 
system's biggest problem is an 
inadequate funding model. VA 
health care receives its funds 
through discretionary appropria- 
tions, and the Legion is calling 
for a shift to make VA health-care 
funding mandatory, on a cost- 
per-enrolled-veteran basis, with 
greater authority to bill and 
collect from third-party insurers, 
including Medicare. 

"Throughout America, it is 
obvious VA health-care operations 
are being forced to do more with 



less," he said. "Demand has 
soared, and funding has failed to 
keep pace. Staff shortages are 
everywhere. Staffing shortages 
result in closed beds, wards, 
emergency rooms, nursing homes 
and intensive-care units. The 
shortages force patients for whom 
the facilities were built to be 
turned away. Shortages force the 
VA secretary to reverse the clear 
intent of the Veterans Health Care 
Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 by 
once again restricting enrollment 
only to the poorest and sickest 
among those who served." 

He told the Senate committee 
that all veterans with the ability 
to use their insurance, including 
Medicare, should be free to 
choose VA facilities for their 
health care, regardless of eco- 
nomic status or level of service- 
connected disability. For veterans 
who don't have health insurance, 
VA could offer a premium-based 
health-care benefits package. 

"Call it a debt. Call it an 
obligation. Call it a promise. The 
VA health-care system serves 
tens of thousands of men and 
women who were willing to give 
their lives for the freedom of all 
others who make America their 
home," Conley said. "That is why 
it is a system worth saving." 

The Legion is now urging all 
veterans to write their members 
of Congress and personally visit 
their local offices, making sure 
they understand how important 
this issue is to those who served 
in uniform for the United States. 



NPRC initiates online records request 



The National Personnel Records 
Center is working to make it easier 
for veterans with Internet access to 
obtain copies of documents from 
their military files. 

Military veterans and the next of 
kin of deceased military members 
may now use a 
new online military 
personnel records 
system to request 
documents. Other 
individuals who 



For More info 



To obtain DD 214s or other 
military records online, visit: 

http://vetrecs.archives.gov 



need documents must still com- 
plete the Standard Form 180 on the 
Web site. 

The new application is designed 
to provide better service by 
eliminating the records center's 
mailroom-processing time. In 

addition, because the 
party requesting will 
be asked to supply all 
necessary informa- 
tion, delays will be 
minimized. 
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Relive the 50's with the 



All-Leather Jackets For Men & Women 



Leather Motorcycle Jackets 

DIRECT FROM OUR WAREHOUSE 



Fully Lined with Inside Breast Pocket 
Chest Protecting Storm Flap 

Soft Yet Durable 
Genuine Patch 
Leather 

Double Stitched 
for Strength 
Throughout 

Zippered 
Breast 
Pocket 




Warehouse Direct 
1950 Low Price 



29 



This 
Unusual 
Offer May 
Never Be 
Repeated! 



M 



Waist Belt with 
Metal Buckle 




Zippered 
Expansion 
Sleeves 

Twin Zippered 
Handwarmer Pockets 



Large 8W Full Color Eagle with God Bless 
America Inscribed in Ribbon Across Back 



l^ecorvrts 'The' 'lA)'iid> Orvfr 

Genuine Leather Motorcycle Jackets At 1950's Low Price! 



Nothing is more of an ultimate icon of cool than a sharp looking, genuine patch leather motorcycle 
jacket that looks great on men and women! Double top-stitched for strength and style, fully lined for 
extra warmth and comfort. Twin zippered pockets, zippered chest pocket, change pocket with flap 
and one inside breast pocket. Also, zippered sleeves, storm flap and waist belt. Keep warm this 
winter AND look great with our genuine patch leather "wild one" motorcycle jacket! Order today - 
Makes a great gift! Satisfaction Guaranteed or your money back. 



Great Demand Expected Due To This Low 1950's Price • Order Early To Avoid Disappointment 



Consumer Direct - Not Sold in Stores 




You're guaranteed prompt delivery! Please print: 



Name_ 



Address_ 



□ One Genuine Patch Leather Jacket only $29.00. 

□ SAVE-BEST OFFER! Two or more Patch Leather Jackets only $24.90 Each. 
ADD $5.95 Heavyweight Shipping & Handling per Jacket. 

Enclosed is check or M.O. for (PA & NY res. add sales tax) 

Charge my: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Am Ex 



_Exp. Date_ 



City_ 



Please specify quantities & sizes below: 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



_ Small 



.Med. 



_ Large 



_ Extra Large 



_ XX-Large 



For women's jackets, 
order one size smaller 
than regular ordering size. 



Signature 

Mail to: Direct Source, Dept. MJE-869 

P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 
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National World war ll Memorial 
dedication coming next spring 



Nearly 59 years after the end of 
World War II, the National World 
War II Memorial will be dedicated 
May 29 in Washington. The 
Memorial Day weekend celebration 
on the National Mall is the culmi- 
nation of an 11-year effort to honor 
America's "greatest generation." 

The American Legion is plan- 
ning activities in Washington as 
part of the dedication. Included 
are a prayer breakfast, hospitality 
tent, celebrity reception and walk- 
a-thon. The National Children's 
Miracle Network/American Legion 
Family Candlelight Walk-a-thon 
will be conducted on May 28. The 
purpose of the walk-a-thon is to 
honor Americans who served 
during World War II by caring for 
the legacy they fought to ensure - 
the nation's children. Every Legion 
post, Auxiliary unit and Sons of 
The American Legion squadron is 
encouraged to send at least one 
representative to Washington to 
participate in the national walk-a- 



thon by carrying the names of 
individuals from their communi- 
ties who served during World War 
II. Following a memorial service, 
the lists will be gifted to the World 
War II Memorial Committee for 
entry into the World War II 
Registry. 

Legion family members across 
the nation are encouraged to 
coordinate 2004 Memorial Day 
weekend celebrations in conjunc- 
tion with local officials and 
organizations to: 

■ Acknowledge the men and 
women who served America 
during World War II; 

■ Advance the ideal of respon- 
sible citizenship, including 
preserving the legacy World War 
II veterans fought to ensure - 
namely, America's children; and 

■ Remember those who paid the 
ultimate price in the pursuit and 
preservation of freedom. 

Community celebrations may 
include prayer breakfasts; Legion 



Free materials 

Free event-planning guides and \ 
a-thon registration forms are available 
from The American Legion Public 
Relations Division. 
(317) 630-1253 or 
www.legion.org 

Materials also are available at 
department headquarters. 

Legion room rates 

Special room rates have been made 
available for members of The American 
Legion. When making reservations, 
indicate that you are attending with The 
American Legion World War II Memorial 
Dedication. 

Courtyard by Marriott, Embassy 
Row: 1600 Rhode Island Ave. N.W., 
Washington, DC 20036. $95 per room 
per night plus 14.5-percent tax. Parking 
fees are $20 per vehicle per day. 
Reservations: (800) 321-2211 or (202) 
293-8000 

Marriott Key Bridge: 1401 Lee 
Highway, Arlington, VA 22209. $104 per 
room per night plus 9.75-percent tax. 
Parking fees are $10 per vehicle per 
day. Reservations: (800) 228-9290 or 
(703) 524-6400 

Marriott Crystal City: 1999 Jefferson 
Davis Highway, Arlington, VA 22202. 
$104 per room per night plus 9.75- 
percent tax. Parking fees are $12 per 
vehicle per day. Reservations: (800) 
228-9290 or (703) 413-5500 



family/Children's Miracle Network 
community walk-a-thons; award 
ceremonies recognizing World War 
II veterans; historic and military 
displays; dedication celebrations 
and World War II expositions; 
community booths and exhibits; 
games and entertainment; and 
public viewings of the National 
World War II Memorial Dedication. 



Online registry honors those involved in World War II 



Americans who served in 
World War II or supported the 
war effort at home can now add 
their names to an online registry. 

Organized by the American 
Battle Monuments Commission, 
the Web-based list is an effort to 
extend recognition to as many 
as 16 million Americans who 
served in uniform during World 
War II. It coincides with the 
dedication of the National World 
War II Memorial. 
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The registry is 
open to veterans 
and those 
Americans who 
contributed to the 
war effort on the 
home front, 

whether in factories, shipyards, 
farms or neighborhoods. Anyone 
can submit names, and registra- 
tion is free. 

Previous efforts to gather 
names for the registry barely 



For more info 

Call toll-free: (800) 639-4992 

Visit the Web site at: 

www.wwiimemorial.com 



scratched the sur- 
face, collecting only 
1.3 million names. 

Unlike the Viet- 
nam Veterans 
Memorial, the World 
War II memorial will 
not bear any veterans' names. 
More than 400,000 Americans 
died in World War II, more than 
six times the number of veterans 
whose names appear on the 
Vietnam memorial. 




Attention: MEN OVER 40 



Ease Your Mind By Supporting 

Your PROSTATE 



'PROS-TAMINA Plus " is formulated 
to provide optimum prostate 
support ... and make a difference in 
your health you can appreciate. I take 
it daily and recommend all my male 
patients commit to making it a part 
of their daily overall regimen, too." 



Dr. Robert D.Willix Jr., M.D. 

Recipient of a well-known national magazine's 
"Best Doctor Achievement Award," and Editor of 
Health & Longevity Ne 



Here's an All-Natural Way to Help 
Promote GOOD PROSTATE HEALTH 
and NORMAL SEXUAL FUNCTION — 
WITHOUT SIDE EFFECTS! 



Clip and Mail the Coupon Below for a 




Healthier 

PROS-TAMINA 
Plus- 

^*al Supplement with Zinc 
"Amino Acids 

60 Tablets 



Unlike Many Imitators in the 
Marketplace, PROS-TAMINA Plus " 
is a COMPLETE Formula. 



Each Daily Serving Contains : 

L-Glycine 135mg 

L-Alanine 135mg 

L-Glutamic Acid 135mg 

Saw Palmetto Berry Extract 

(from 95% fatty acid) 320mg 

Pumpkin Seed Extract 30mg 

Pygeum Africanum 300mg 

Zinc 20mg 

Oriental Ginseng 30mg 

Beta-Sitosterol 30mg 

Lycopene 5mg 

Now You Can See Why 
PROS-TAMINA Plus™ 
Is Superior. Don't Settle for 
Anything Less! 

THE STATEMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE U.S. FOOD AND 
DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR 
PREVENT ANY DISEASE. 



FREE 



30-Day Supply^ 1 ^ 

So You Can 
PROVE It to Yourself Now! 




THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO 
REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER 
SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND 
WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE DISCOUNTED 
FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. 



Taking Control of Your 
PROSTATE HEALTH IS 
VERY IMPORTANT! 



Research indicates that ALL MEN should 
pay close attention to the health of their 
prostate. Thanks to Dr. Willix, the 
ingredients in advanced formula PROS- 
TAMINA Plus " work together to help you 
maintain optimal prostate health — to 
promote normal sexual and urinary 
function — and to promote your overall 
well-being. 

See for yourself. Clip and mail the coupon to 
receive a FREE 30-DAY SUPPLY of PROS- 
TAMINA Plus 1 " today — and PROVE it to 
yourself! 

Your 30-day supply is FREE (you only pay 
for postage & handling). When you re-order 
of course, the product won't be free. I'm 
betting you won't care. PROS-TAMINA Plus™ 
is a wonderful product, and a Godsend to 
tens of thousands of men. 
Act now. Just fill in the coupon and mail it 
with P&H today. You'll be very happy you 
did! Remember, PROS-TAMINA Plus " is 
NOT sold in any store ... And it's the one 
program that can make a big difference in 
your life! 

Send for Your FREE 30-Day Supply Now — 
Before This Special Offer Is Discontinued. 



FREE 30-DAY SUPPLY OF 

PROS-TAMINA Plus™ 

Mail to: Healthier YOU 

P.O. Box 9515 
Lake Worth, FL 33466 

□ Yes, Dr. Willix! I want to promote 

good prostate health and a 

normal sexual function naturally. 

Rush me a FREE 30-day Supply of 

PROS-TAMINA Plus™ (worth 

$19.95.) No shipments will come 

automatically, and I'm under no 

obligation to buy anything ... 

ever. I'm enclosing $3.95, to cover 

the cost of delivery. LIMIT ONE 

PER HOUSEHOLD. lxr ^ A 
KPS04 



Name 



Address _ 
City _ 
State 



Zip. 
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Artist Jim Dilorio painted this mural at Post 1 153 as a tribute to all who have served. Tammy Finch 

Post's mural inspires visitors 



On two walls inside Sylvan 
Beach, N.Y., Post 1153, all branches 
of the military are represented 
against a backdrop of stars and 
stripes. Two Air Force F-7s fly the 
blue skies near the Twin Towers, 
while Marines raise the U.S. Flag 
at Iwo Jima. An Army Apache 
helicopter flies alongside para- 
troopers and a Navy battleship. 
Near the center of the mural, artist 
Jim Dilorio - a member of Post 
1153's Sons of The American 
Legion squadron - depicts the 
Vietnam Wall, a bald eagle, two 
servicemembers in uniform, the 
POW/MIA emblem with the words 
"You Are Not Forgotten" and two 
white-gloved hands placing a 
folded memorial flag in the hands 
of a civilian. In front of the mural 
is a table set for one, honoring U.S. 
POWs and MIAs. 

The Verona, N.Y., graphic-design 



teacher began planning, sketching 
and painting the mural last April. 
He completed it on Memorial Day. 
After the project was finished, 
Dilorio refused compensation. 
Instead, he donated his talent and 
more than 200 hours because he 
wanted to contribute to his com- 
munity and honor America's armed 
forces. Dilorio's father, Legionnaire 
Americo Dilorio, served in World 
War II in the Philippines. Dilorio's 
cousin, Charles Scarano, was 
killed in Vietnam in 1968. The 
mural was in part the artist's 
tribute to these men. For his 
generosity, Post 1153 gave Dilorio a 
lifetime SAL membership. 

Post Commander Bob Scott says 
the mural is a big hit in the 
community. "It has become a non- 
commercial tourist sight," he said. 
"People have come from all over 
central New York to see it." 



Cendant offers Legion discounts 



Avis Rent-A-Car System, Inc., 
and Budget Rent- A- Car System, 
Inc., are now owned by Cendant 
Corp. Although officially known 
as the Cendant Car Rental Group, 
both Avis and Budget retain their 
trademark names. 

Members of The American 
Legion family still receive discounts 
through the Legion's partnership 
with Cendant when they rent cars 
and trucks at Avis or Budget. 

Avis has more than 4,700 rental 
offices , with 1,100 airport loca- 
tions. To receive discounts world- 
wide, members must use the 
Legion's discount number, 
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G343600, when making rental 
reservations toll-free at (800) 331- 
1212, or online at www.avis.com. 

Budget has 3,200 locations in 
more than 120 countries and 
territories. In addition to its 
airport, downtown and suburban 
car-rental offices, Budget also 
offers more than 3,000 truck-rental 
dealers to meet the needs of self- 
movers and businesses. 

To receive member-related 
discounts from Budget, refer to 
the Legion's discount number, 
T756500, when making reserva- 
tions toll-free at (800) 455-2848 or 
online at www.budget.com. 




Legionnaires 
in Action 

Jasper County 
Post 20, 
Newton, Ml., 

salutes two of 
its members, 
Darrel Holland 
and Merl 
Vanderhoof, for 

their many years of organizing the 
community's annual Veterans Day 
flag display. Burial flags, on loan from 
surviving family members, display 
the veterans' names as well as the 
wars in which they served. The 
number of flags increases each year, 
with an all-time high in 2002 of 366. 

Cpl. Leroy J. 
Dove, Ameri- 
can Legion 
Post 911, 
Birmingham, 
Ala., recently 
introduced a 
unique 

educational program that teaches 
character development to children in 
kindergarten through second grades. 
The program uses a costumed 
character, Inspector Detector, and 
accompanying coloring comic strips 
to teach good citizenship, kindness, 
courtesy, health and safety. A coloring 
contest was conducted with school 
officials selecting 30 winners, who 
received free tickets to a local zoo. For 
information on starting a program, 
contact Post 911 Commander Bob 
Mosca at (205) 985-9488 or e-mail him 
at dconsult@charter.net. Total cost of 
the 10-week program is $300. PSAs 
are available. 




Post 2, Tempe, 
Ariz.: Near the 
end of World 
War II, U.S. Army 
1st Sgt. Max 
Connolly and 
some of his 
buddies sneaked 
into a liberated concentration camp 
in Austria and stole a bell that 
symbolized Nazi atrocities. The bell 
told the prisoners, who were never 
allowed to speak, when to wake, 
work, eat, exercise and go to bed. 
Today, the bell hangs from a tower at 
American Legion Post 2 in Tempe, 
Ariz. To veterans in the community, 
the bell symbolizes freedom. Every 
Independence Day, post members 
take turns ringing it. Connolly, who 
died 10 years ago, asked that the bell 
only be rung on the Fourth of July in 
the name of freedom and liberty. 




Wh 



r hat is it about a house, street or 
neighborhood that attracts a criminal 
element? Can anyone put their finger 
on it? No. Crime can happen anywhere, 
at any time and for any reason. 

You can't avoid the potential for trouble, 
but you can give trouble a reason to 
avoid you. Whether a potential intruder 
is scoping a house or randomly looking 
to wreak havoc, the Brink's Home 
Security® shield in your window or 
on your lawn says the same thing- 
breaking in here is a bad idea. 




HOME SECURITY 



Take a moment to review why over 780,000 
families chose Brink's® as their security provider 




PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST . . . 

Unlike other security companies, 
Brink's® monitors their own systems. 

Brink's® has been a trusted name in 
the security industry for over 143 years. 

• Brink's Home Security® is the only 
national security provider to achieve 
Installation Quality (IQ) Certification 
endorsed by the National Burglar & Fire 
Alarm Association. 

Call 1-800-390-6752 for your 
special American Legion offer* and 
start enjoying the peace of mind 
today from having a monitored 
Brink's Home Security® system 
installed in your home. 



EASY TO USE AND EASY TO AFFORD . , 

• Up to a 20% reduction on homeowner's 
insurance rates. 

• Easy-to-operate system-even for children. 

• Less than $1 a day for system monitoring. 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY . . . 

• State-of-the-art, 
U.L-listed moni- 
toring center 

• Police, fire and 
medical emer- 
gency buttons 

• Fast and reliable 
alarm signaling through dedicated 
fiber-optic telecommunications 




* Some restrictions apply. Monitoring agreement required. Call for details. 



Coach-Net 

Protecting You 24 HOURS A DAY 
anywhere in the United States and Canada 




® Every year millions of Americans just like you take to the road for 

vacations, visiting family or traveling on business. 

Usually when and where you least expect it something goes wrong 
with your vehicle. It might be a dead battery, lost keys, flat 
tire or a broken fan belt. That is why The American 
Legion has partnered with Coach-Net Motor Club to 
create an affordable way to assure you and your 
family safety and security on the road. 



EMERGENCY ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE* 

• Tow the vehicle to your destination of 
choice 

• Change a flat tire with a good spare 

• Battery Jump-Start 

• Lock Out Service 

• Mobile Mechanic 

• Winch Out Service 

• Fuel Delivery 

• See membership fulfillment kit or website for more details. 



TRAINED RV TECHNICAL 
STAFF 

• Access to experienced service 
professionals ready to troubleshoot 
common appliance problems you 
may experience while operating your 
recreational vehicle. 

FREE LIMITED COUPON 
BOOK OFFER 

• Join today and receive a FREE auto 
discount coupon book good for up to 
$1 ,000 worth of savings at such places 
as: Jiffy Lube®, Meineke, Precision 
Tune® and many more. 




To enroll call 
1-888-657-7798 

or Register Online at 
www.americanlegionroadside.com 




legion news | 

Alabama delivers 1-2 punch at Boys Nation 



In a rivalry resem- 
bling some of the classic 
match-ups of collegiate 
football teams through 
the years, two young 
politicians from Ala- 
bama garnered enough 
votes in July's elections 
in the nation's capital to 
defeat a pair of Florida 
delegates for president 
and vice president of 
The American Legion 
Boys Nation. 

Legion officials said it 
may be the first time in 
the program's 57-year 
history that representa- 
tives from just two states 
vied for the top offices. 

Robert C. "Charlie" 
Walker of Decatur, Ala., 
defeated Patrick Donaldson of 
Fort Myers, Fla., for the office of 
president. Richard Friedman of 
Fairhope, Ala., defeated Michael 
Gulick of Ocala, Fla., for the 




Boys Nation President Charlie Walker (left) and Vice President Richard 
A. Friedman both hail from Alabama. 



office of vice president. 

In earlier elections, Michael J. 
Gaffney of Essex Junction, Vt., 
was elected president pro tem- 
pore and led the 96 delegates 



HI 



s so easy, i just open 
the door and step in..." 



...I really used to 
enjoy having a bath 

but I realized as I got 
older that the fear of 
slipping, or the effort of 
pulling myself up after I 
had finished bathing was 
becoming a real 
problem... 

Premier Bathrooms have 
the largest range of 
walk-in bath tubs in the 
country, and buying one 
helped me regain my 
independence." 




Remember - Premier's 
Walk-In Bath tubs give 
you independence, security 
and confidence, to enjoy 
your bathroom again. 



For Further Details or to 
Receive Your FREE Brochure 
Call Now Toll Free 



1-800-578-2899 



Please send me a FREE brochure and details of nearest locations 
on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH - EVER! 

Name Telephone ( 



City_ 



Zip_ 



Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 A South Nova Road, South Daytona, FL 32119 



through the process of 
organizing the elec- 
tions. Daniel L. Burfiend 
of St. Paul, Minn., 
served as Boys Nation 
Senate secretary. 

The election strength- 
ened the belief that 
young leaders under- 
score issues, not politi- 
cal parties. The election 
reflected split-ticket 
voting in the Federalist 
and Nationalist parties. 

Boys Nation is de- 
signed to instill a sense 
of deep loyalty to 
America and provide 
understanding about 
the operation of the 
federal government. The 
program provides a 
week of practical education about 
the federal government. 

The event combines lectures 
and forums with visits to federal 
agencies, institutions, memorials 
and historical sites. 

Actual participation in the 
political process includes the 
organization of party conven- 
tions, as well as the nomination 
and election of a Boys Nation 
president and vice president. 



For more info 

Contact National Headquarters 
Americanism and Children & Yc 




Call: (317) 630-1207 
E-mail: acy@legion.org 
Online: www.legion.org 



Minnesota youth 
raise funds for 
state memorial 

During Minnesota's Boys State 
week, one young man started a 
giving frenzy for the World War 
II memorial at the state capitol 
in St. Paul, Minn. 

Starting with an initial dona- 
tion of $6, the group raised more 
than $1,107 for the memorial by 
the end of the program. 



Do you have 

Ringing in 
Your Ears? 

CLEAR TINNITUS® 

may be Your Answer. 



Relieve The Noise with 




Clear Tinnitus® is a 
unique homeopathic 
remedy formulated 
for the temporary relief 

of tinnitus. This 
formula also contains 
proprietary 
Chinese herbs 




The 2-inch thick 
temperature-smart 
foam adjusts to 
your shape. 



Get in the zone with the mattress topper 
that molds to your body's contours 

The Memory Foam Ultra Mattress Topper is cut into a grid 
pattern combining six different zones for variable 
support and a better nights sleep. 



Now, one of 
the world's 
leading manufac- 
turers of foam- 
products has devel- 
oped an incredibly 
affordable mattress 
topper that can 
actually change the 
you sleep. Introducing the 
future of a better night's sleep: The 
Memory Foam Ultra Mattress Topper. 
Wake up to a better morning. The 
Memory Foam Ultra Mattress Topper is 
designed to give you a better sleep surface, 
Not only does it support each region of 
your body, but it's also temperature sensi- 
tive. With its various-sized "comfort cells/' 
the 2-inch thick Memory Foam Ultra 
Mattress Topper combines six zones to 
support specific body area weight, which 
promotes a better 
night's sleep. The 
largest cells support 
your lower back and 
midsection, while the 
medium-sized cells 
support the shoul- 
ders, lower back and 
legs. The smallest 
cells support your head and feet. 
Combined, these zones provide variable 
support from head to toe. By using visco- 
elastic foam, the Memory Foam Ultra 
Mattress Topper also molds to your body 
contours to help prevent tossing and turn- 
ing during the night. When you lie down 
on this amazing material, the heat and 
pressure sensitive foam reacts to your 
body's weight and temperature, so that it 
molds to your exact body shape. This 
means that whether you sleep on your 
back, stomach or side, your weight is even- 
ly distributed and your spine remains in a 
neutral position. Other surfaces support 
your body at the shoulders, hips and legs 



Unique sized comfort cells combine to 
support your unique-shaped body where 
it needs it. 




Maximum Lower 
upport for back 
houlders and hips and legs 



What could be wrong 
with your present bed? 




The ideal position is a neutral body posture in which the different 
parts of the human body are supported individually and evenly. 
This is the secret behind Memory Foam Ultra, the mattress top- 
per that turns any bed into the ideal sleep surface. 



only. This 
causes your 
spine to sag in other 
areas, which can often 
result in discomfort, and 
even back pain. You'll wake up rested, 
relaxed and ready to take on the day. 
Anyone who suffers from insomnia and 
back pain can benefit from this technology. 
FREE heavyweight 
mattress pad included. 
Included with the Memory 
Foam Ultra Mattress 
Topper is a fitted mattress 
pad. It's heavyweight and 
quilted, and made of 200- 
count 100% cotton with a 
15-inch deep fitted spandex 
skirt to fit a mattress up to 21 inches thick. 
The size of the mattress pad is determined 
by the size mattress topper you order. 
Try it for yourself today! The Memory 
Foam Ultra Mattress Topper can change 
the way you sleep. It comes with a 5-year 
manufacturer's limited warranty and 
TechnoScout's exclusive in-home trial. 
If you are not completely satisfied, simply 
return it within 30 days for the full pur- 
chase price. 

Memory Foam Ultra Mattress Topper: 

2P-2870 Sizes Twin through California King* 
Prices starting as low as tf.. Z ^*^rv*W^ 

of $49.95 each + $12.95 s&H 

FREE mattress pad— a $59.95 value! 

Please mention promotional code 25193. 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 

888-923-6684 

Tor mail-in orders, please call for individual cost of 
the various sizes along with ship-ping and handling. 
To charge it to your credit card, enclose your account 
number and expiration date. 

Virginia residents only— please include 4.5% sales tax. 

ItCHNOSCOUT 

1 998 Ruffin Mill Road S 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 ^ 

All rights reserved. © 2003 TechnoBrands, Inc. <») 




Available at Eckerd, Walgreen's, 
May's Drug Stores and better 
health food stores nationally. 

For more information 
call toll free (888)257-2532 
visit our web site: 
www.cleartinnitus.com 

Manufactured by 
Clear Products, Inc., San Diego, Ca. 
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Legionnaire comforts grieving families 



Paul Stern, a member of 
Cameron, W.Va., Post 18, thought 
he was simply building flag 
boxes. Instead, he was building 
bridges to grieving families. 

It started in 1997 when Stern 
built a military memorial box 
to display the funeral flag of 
his father, Donald, who 
served during World 
War II and the 
Korean War. After 
a friend saw the 
box's craftsman- 
ship, word spread. Soon, 
strangers were calling 
with orders, and Stern 
realized selling the 
boxes might supple- 
ment his family's 
income. 

However, fate had 
other plans. The 
machine shop where 
Stern worked cut his 
hours, so he began 




To order: 



Paul Stern, RD#5 Box 609, 
Cameron, WV 26033 



Call: (304) 686-3432 

Visit the Web site: 

www.wvflagcases.com 



selling the boxes at weekend craft 
shows. However, at $50 each - 
minus travel and materials - he 
was fortunate to break even. 

Then he heard about the death 
of Air Force Master Sgt. Evander 
Earl Andrews, the first an- 
nounced American death in 
Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

As a fellow Air 
Force veteran, Stern 
wanted to donate 
a flag box to the 
Andrews family in Idaho 
but worried how the 
family might react to his 
offer. After much hesita- 
tion, he contacted an 
Idaho pastor the 
media had named as 
a family friend. 

As Stern made the 
flag box for Andrews, 
two Army Rangers 
were killed in Paki- 



Are you on Medicare? 




Ik 



Do You Use... 
ALBUTEROL 
ATROVENT® 
COMBIVENT® 
PROVENTIL® 
SEREVENT® 
NEBULIZERS 



Medicare may cover 
Respiratory Medication 
and Diabetic Supplies 
if you qualify. 

• delivery to your door 

• no additional shipping costs | 

• no claim forms to fill out 





Your Partner in Health ™ 
www.starmedicalrx.com 



COMPLETE LINE OF 
DIABETIC TESTING 
SUPPLIES 



1-800-670-6928 



stan. Within weeks, several other 
casualties occurred. Stern spent 
long hours trying to locate the 
families of the dead soldiers. 
Whenever he located families, he 
sent letters identifying himself as 
a member of the Cameron Ameri- 
can Legion honor guard and 
asked permission to build a flag 
box to honor their loved ones. 
While some families declined or 
didn't respond, others connected 
with Stern. 

When Mary Ellen Bancroft, a 
San Diego mother of three, got her 
letter, she was still in the early 
stages of grieving for her hus- 
band, Matthew, a Marine pilot 
whose plane crashed into a 
mountain in Pakistan in January 
2002. At first, Bancroft dismissed 
Stern. Later, she reconsidered. "I 
told myself there are people out 
there who truly care/' says 
Bancroft, who ended up calling 
Stern to tell him a bit more about 
her husband. Stern later mailed 
her a flag box. 

Some families invited Stern to 
their homes. Others kept in 
contact through telephone calls, 
e-mails and letters. He soon 
discovered he knew things the 
surviving relatives didn't. With the 
permission of the families in- 
volved, Stern began helping them 
get in touch with one another. 

Greg Commons, a teacher from 
Alexandria, Va., called Stern 
merely to thank him for his 
generosity. Instead, he came 
away with a phone number for 
the parents of an Army Ranger 
from New Mexico who was killed 
alongside his own son, Matthew, 
in Afghanistan in March 2002. 

The connection has touched 
both families deeply. "I know 
what they're going through," says 
Commons, who since contacting 
the other family has been tend- 
ing both soldiers' graves at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

Stern has continued his tradi- 
tion for the families of service- 
members killed in Iraq, but he 
worries about getting behind as 
casualties mount. His wife says 
he's committed to the project. 
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Legionnaire, entertainer honored for religious advocacy 



Nicholas Royce, a 17-year 
member of The American Legion, 
has devoted more than 50 years as 
an entertainer and activist for 
humanitarian causes and religious 
freedoms. He was recently honored 
by Rep. Diane Watson, D-Calif., 
and Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif. 

A member of Panorama City, 
Calif., Post 817, Royce performed on 
"The Milton Berle Show," "The Ed 
Sullivan Show" and "The Kate 
Smith Show" in the 1950s and '60s. 

While serving during World War 
II, Royce learned that the U.S. 
Armed Forces officially only 
recognized Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish faiths. A proud son of Greek 
immigrants, he became a champion 
of his faith, the Greek Orthodox 
Church. He was joined in his efforts 
by the late Sen. Leverett Saltonstall, 
R-Mass. In 1955, Congress passed a 
bill requiring U.S. military person- 
nel to wear dog tags designating 
their religious faiths. The bill 
included the Greek Orthodox 
Church as one of the recognized 

Wireless program 
offers free products 

American Legion Wireless pro- 
vides members of The American 
Legion family with comprehensive 
wireless phones and service plans. 
Legionnaires receive free wireless 
products from leading manu- 
facturers such 

as Nokia, Sony AMERICAN 
Ericsson and 
Motorola, along 
with a choice of 
major carriers. 

Proceeds support Legion programs. 

The American Legion Wireless 
online store offers new family and 
shared-rate plans. Legionnaires, 
Sons of The American Legion mem- 
bers and their spouses can receive 
two free phones and unlimited 
minutes between those phones 
with no long-distance fees and no 
roaming charges. 



LEGION 

WIRELESS 



For more info 



Call toll free: (866) 318-5461 
Online: www.legionwireless.com 



0 

5461 



faiths of servicemembers. Follow- 
ing Congress' action, 33 states 
quickly recognized Eastern Ortho- 
doxy as a major faith. Royce's 
activities were entered into the 
Congressional Record. 

Following high school, Royce 
joined the Army and entertained 
World War II veterans in base 
hospitals and in Japan. He became 



known as the "Greek Fred Astaire 
in GI clothing." 

Royce says he is grateful he could 
do his part. "I was happy to fight 
for my country and the constitu- 
tional rights and freedoms it 
represents. And as an American 
with a Greek heritage, I expect the 
same respect, representation and 
recognition as other faiths." 



The Anatomy Of 
A Great Mattress 





Elegant European 
cotton cover and all 
natural wool tufting, 
provide a comfort- 
able and breathable 
sleep surface. 



Three inches of 
Posture-Temp™ 
amazing space age 
material for optimum 
pressure relief. It adjusts 
to your body to eliminate 
pressure points, and always 
returns to its original shape 




An additional 2" 
high performance 
support base. 



5.6" of 100% pure imported Belgian 
tri-zoned latex core for superior support 
where you need it the most. Resilient 
and extremely durable, it won't sag or 
bottom out like springs or air. 



Dormia's Unique Posture-Temp™ Material Delivers Pressure Relief 

Dormia's amazing space age Posture-Temp™pressure relieving material is weight 
and heat sensitive and molds to your body's unique shape, supporting every 
curve. Pressure points are reduced and you're more comfortable than you've 
ever imagined. And Posture -Temp™ reshapes itself every time you move, and 
always returns to its original form. 

Tri-Zoned Technology Provides Firm Support Where Needed 

Dormia's unique all natural Belgian latex provides a support system equal to 
no other. Dormia's special tri-zoned core gives you contouring support in the 
shoulder and leg areas and firm support in the mid- section where weight is 
concentrated. Because latex is extremely durable, it won't sag or bottom out like 
springs or air and never requires flipping or turning. 

Dormia Provides Extra Comfort With Breathable Sleep Surfaces 

Unlike most mattresses that use polyester or synthetic fibers that can trap heat 
and moisture, Dormia's combination of natural materials provide proper airflow 
for a more comfortable sleep all year 

round. ; — — — — — "A"""V* ■ 

Free Brochure & Video 

Call Toll Free: ^ 

! 1-800-888-5877 



Call For A Free Brochure 
And Video 

When you call for your free 
brochure and video you can also 
talk with one of our sleep experts. 
They are experienced professionals 
who all sleep on a Dormia and can 
answer any questions you may have. 
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How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number and 
e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, tele- 



phone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, 
fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published free 
of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE 



385th Bomb Grp Memorial Assn, 

Hampton, VA, 10/22-27, Leo LaCasse 
(540) 772-1907, shnevoegel@aol.com; 
735th AC&W Sqdn (French Morocco), 
Tucson, AZ, 4/16-20, Steve Greet, (815) 
544-3682, segreef735@juno.com; 
1254th ATG (SM) # Arlington, VA, 10/31- 
11/1, Joseph Kuchinsky, (301) 948-8835, 
joekuchinsky@rcn.com; AF Postal & 
Courier Assn # St. Augustine, 10/15-18, 
Dan Neff, (909) 792-5424, afpeadneff® 
cyberhotline.com; OCS Class 1959-A # 
Tampa, FL, 3/18-20, D.J. Weber, (352) 
365-0031, djandmjweber@aol.com; Pilot 
Tng Class 55-B # Port Canaveral, FL, 
4/19-23, Dale B. Peckman, (412) 751-7102, 
pherkybird@aol.com 

ARMY 



843rd Sig Serv Bn f Branson, MO, 
10/2-4, Arnold Freitag, (319) 268-1149, 
ajfreitag@cfu.net; C Co 89th Tank 
Bn (Korea, 1950-1953), Louisville, KY, 
10/2-6, Richard Vesely, (218) 243-2005, 
vesfam@hotmail.com; HQ Able, Baker, 
Charlie & Dog Btrys 96th AAA 120th 
MM Gun Bn (1950-1958), Branson, MO, 
10/16-18, Robert Abernathy, (434) 352-7207, 
papawabby@webtv.net; 27th Inf Div (New 
York), Ellenville, NY, 10/10-12, Michael 
Zuckerman, (954) 742-6728; 679th Eng 
Topo Co 2876th Eng Litho Pit, Buffalo, NY, 
11/11, Peter S. Ives, (760) 568-3319 

ARMY AIR FORCE 

440th TCG Assn, Charleston, SC, 
10/16-19, William Walsh, (239) 731-0402, 
patandbillwalsh1@cs.com 

JOINT 



Allen Mil Academy (All Classes), Bryan/ 
College Station, TX, 3/26-28, Gene Pettit, 
(713) 666-9302, gpettit@swbell.net 

MARINES 



E 2/7 1st Mar Div (Korea, 1950-1954), 

Tunica, MS, 4/4-6, Troy Watson, (972) 
716-9928, tsw8433@yahoo.com; MCMA, 
Quantico, VA, 4/27-30, Richard Oldenburg, 
(661) 821-1683, jazjoc@sierratel.com; 
vma(aw)-225 "vikings" (Da Nang, 
Vietnam, 1969), Memphis, TN, 4/29, 
Tim Murphy, (703) 679-3471, timurphy® 
caci.com 
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NAVY 



Deslant Boxers (1954-1956), Orlando, 
FL, 11/7-9, Chico Segura, (505) 524- 
9127, psegura@zianet.com; MCB 128, 
Gulfport, MS, 4/15-18, John Rickman, 
(228) 374-6859; Postal Clerks, Las Vegas, 
2/16-19, Richard Baber, (620) 669-0218; 
USS Amphion AR 13, San Diego, 
4/29-5/2, Lloyd Stagg, (850) 944-3302, 
ltstagg@msn.com; USS Arcadia AD 23, 
San Diego, 4/29-5/2, Andrew Malone, 
(516) 681-0725, arcd23@yahoo.com 

USS Cadmus AR 14, San Diego, 4/29-5/2, 
Robert E. Baschmann, (716) 655-5415, 
dinamlrs@aol.com; USS Cambria APA 
36, Savannah, GA, April, David Stoll, 
(419) 738-3786, destoll@bright.net; USS 
Cavalla SSN 684/SS 244, Galveston, 
TX, 4/21-23, Jim Burke, (831) 684-2313, 
cavallareunion@burkefamily.org; USS 
Fort Mandan LSD 21, Mystic, CT, 
4/22-24, Patrick Riley, (716) 592-9823, 
priley7121@aol.com 

USS Hassayampa AO 145, Wickenberg, 
AZ, 10/24-26, Randall Lange, (805) 
937-3742, randerma@yahoo.com; USS 
Hawkins DD/DDR 873, St. Augustine, FL, 
3/21-25, Charles Walters, (770) 946-4918, 
awal736647@aol.com; USS Hopewell DO 
681, Branson, MO, 4/18-21, Noel Nichols, 
(607) 336-3225, hopewell_dd68l@ 
hotmail.com; USS James O'Hara APA 
90, Atlantic City, NJ, 10/14-16, Arthur 
Beasley, (804) 526-1203 

USS Kenneth D. Bailey DD/DDR 
713, Charleston, SC, 4/22-25, Robert 
Levine, (617) 327-3286, rhl7l3@aol.com; 
USS Marias AO 57, San Diego, 
4/29-5/2, Ray Bower, (863) 676-4047, 
dinamlrs@aol.com; USS Nantahala AO 
60, San Diego, 4/29-5/2, Jack Gibbs, 
(734) 455-9306, jegibbs® comcast.com; 
USS Navasota AO 106, Laughlin, 
NV, 3/1-3, Jim Glaze, (805) 486-0881, 
jaglaze@adelphia.net 

USS Payette County 1ST 1079, 

Washington, 10/23-26, Edward J. Miller 
Sr., (281) 993-5464, lizbrannan@eart 
hlink.net; USS Pluck MSO 464, Fort 
Mitchell, KY, 10/10-12, Richard Cohagan, 
(770) 623-9022, rtrdemcs@aol.com; USS 
Purdy DO 734, Niagara Falls, NY, 4/28- 
5/2, Larry DiPasquale, (610) 433-4787, 
chiefdi@juno.com; USS Pyro AE 1/AE 24, 



New Orleans, 3/10-14, Tom Sanborn, (865) 
966-9072, v8hotrod@mindspring.com; 
USS Roanoke CL 145, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 4/22-5, Thomas Carter, (407) 
767-9075, tomtinac@earthlink.net; 
USS Sunfish SSN 649, Charleston, SC, 
6/24-27, Joe Martin, (828) 682-3103, 
jsmartin@wnclink.com; USS Tarawa 
CV/CVA/CVS 40/LHA 1, Andover, MD, 
4/15-18, Charlie Huck, (812) 682-4219, 
ashuck@evansville.net 

USS Terrebonne Parish 1ST 1156, 

Charleston, SC, 4/21-25, David E. Bader, 
(614) 841-1223, redab@ columbus.rr.com; 
USS The Sullivans DD 537/DDG 68, 
Baton Rouge, LA, 11/15-18, Fred L. 
Rhodes, (225) 775-3446; USS Trout SS 
566, Charleston, SC, 3/3-7, Art Salomon, 
art@usstroutss566.com; VF-713, Denver, 
10/17, Bill DeWolfe, (303) 697-4707, 
pieceparts@aol.com; VPB-152/153 VJ-6 
(NAS Clinton, OK, 1943-1945), Clinton, 
OK, 10/9-11, K.S. Kirwood, (334) 887-6010 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 2, CT: Robert Coffey, Arthur Ward 
Post 21, CT: Mark Flaherty, Lee M. 

Randall, Terry 0. Sandsbury 
Post 122, FL: Alice Anderson, Margaret 
Gibson, Katherine Link, Alice Kemig, 
Dorothy Murphy, Jean Rogers, Betty 
Sandberg, Emma Wilson 
Post 194, FL: Gregory B. White Sr. 
Post 222, FL: Andrew E. Butcha, Eugene 
F. Campbell, Domonic DeLeonardes, 
Edward W. Docyk, Helen A. Gaekle, 
Edward I. Miller, Charles F. Moreland, 
Daniel H. Pace, Wayne V. Powell, 
Richard A. Weppler 
Post 13, Germany: Robert A. Burdette 
Post 278, IA: Lionel Olson, John Ross 
Post 203, LA: Vincent Cefalu, John H. 

Schulkens Jr., Prosper G. Sick 
Post 1, MN: John P. Nelson 
Post 579, NV: Henry A. Green, Gary 
Jennings 

Post 411, NY: Sam Antico, Everett W. 

Kube, August W. Luhrs 
Post 1308, NY: Gilbert B. McCord 
Post 557, OH: Everett M. Thomas 
Post 168, WA: Richard W. Christensen, 

Gordon Goble, Bobby Ham, Walter E. 

Sutton, Frank G. Turner 
Post 15, WV: Charles L. Colvin, Nick 

Endrizzi, Charles H. Grotey, Bill J. Jones, 

Charles A. Null, Conrad Patterson 



Hoi $430.00 

ONLY 
$19.95! 

Direct from the Manufacturer! 



ALL 



100% GUARANTEED! 



HEAR LIKE NEVER REFORE 




NEARLY 
INVISIBLE 



\ 



With Nearly Half A Million Original AmpliEars Sold. 
Our Engineers were able to design the BEST NEW 
hearing amplifier in the world! Amp I i Ear-Ultra 



All new Digital circuity amplifies sound like 
never before! American Research Institute testing 
rates the new AmpliEar Ultra a full 100 out of 100 
points for clarity, amplification, and comfort! 



RATED #1 BEST SELLER 



America's #1 
BEST SELLING 
Hearing Amplifier 

Just Got 
Better! 



Yes! The NEW HHflHir 

ULTRA is 100% adjustable, fits 
all ear sizes in both men and 
women and is nearly invisible 
in your ear. So, end those 
embarrassing moments. 
Never apologize again for not 
being able to hear. Begin to: 



BEWARE 

OF CHEAP 
IMITATIONS! 

Trust Ampli-Ear 
Quality... Nearly 
500,000 Sold! 



Ampli-Ear Ultra! 

♦ Ultra Comfort - Five silicone Ear tips 

♦ Ultra Discrete - New Ultra-Small size 

♦ Ultra Power - Digital Technology 
Amplifies Like never Before! 

♦ Ultra Value - Not $400 - Just $19.95 
Direct From the Manufacturer! 

♦ Ultra Easy- Easy sound adjustment 
and Easy battery Changes! 



✓ Hear the QUIETEST Whispers 

✓ Listen FAINTEST Phone 
Conversations 

✓ Watch TV with the volume 
on LOW 

✓ CLEARLY hear conversations 
in a crowded room 



FREE DELIVERY!!! 



Send Order To: American Research Institute, Dept. ULT-6 
773 Victory Highway, West Greenwich, RI 02817 

YES! Please RUSH me (1) Ampli-Ear ULTRA unit for only 
$19.95 FREE DELIVERY 

SAVE 20%: 2 Ampli Ears Only $34.95 FREE DELIVERY 

Lifetime Damage Replacement Guarantee $5.95 
«•*□ Bonus Deal! 1,000 Hours of Batteries Only $4.95! Postpaid! 
«•*□ Super Bonus! Both the Lifetime Guarantee & the 

1,000 Hours of Batteries Offer for Only $9.00! Postpaid! 

□ Check or money order enclosed 

□ Charge my: QVisa □Amex □ MC □Discover 



Card #:_ 



Exp:_ 



Name: . 



Address: 
City: 



State . 



. Zip: 



REQUIRED Signature:. 



years old or older and voluntarily sign this waiver which indicates that I do not wish a medical evaluation 

ui test before purchasing the Ampli-Ear Ultra. I understand that The FDA has determined that my best interests 
I would be served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician who specializes in diseases of the ear, before 
purchasing the lira - or a test by a licensed hearing aid dispenser utilizing established procedures and 

— j n mg filing of hearing instruments. 



Now More FREE Gifts 
Than Ever Before HI 



comrades 



COMRADES IN DISTRESS 

646th AC&W Sqdn (Highlands, NJ, 
Feb 1951). Edward M. Collar needs 
witnesses to verify his hospitalization 
at Fort Monmouth U.S. Army Hosp for 
pneumonia. CID 1448 

USS Partridge AMS 31. E.E. Sylvain 
seeks survivors rescued by the USS 
Comstock LSD 19 in North Korean 
waters on Feb. 2, 1951. CID 1454 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st Mar Div 11th Mar HQ Btry Sound 
& Flash Surv Rgt (Korea, 1951) # Bill 

Hancock, (402) 443-4880 

3rd Bn 17th Arty (Merrell Barracks, 
Nurnburg, Germany, 1967-1971), 
Jimmy Register, (229) 423-7167, 
ejimregister@alltel.net 

3rd Mar Div 3rd Tank Bn H&S Co Tank 
Maint Pit (South Camp Fuji, Japan, 
1954-1955), Stuart W. Couch, (928) 
537-4124, ugogirl@cybertrails.com 

6th Rescue Sqdn 6th AF (Vernam 
Field, Jamaica & Albrook Field, 
Panama, 1944-1945), Mike Troyanoski, 
(570) 874-3119, mtroy@ptdprolog.net 

10th Cml Pit 101st Abn Div (Apr 
1968-Apr 1969), Bill Franciosi, (978) 
534-0806, billfranciosi@aol.com 

11th Armd Cav Rgt HQ & HQ Co 
(Straubing, Germany, March 1957- 
July 1958), Roger Berg, (402) 782- 
2488, belknapsowner@aol.com 

12th Cbt Eng Bn (Dexheim, Germany, 
Jan 1959-Feb 1962), Dennis M. 
Freudenberg, (818) 980-4658, 
dfreud8@ aol.com 

16th Sig Bn (Fort Huachuca, AZ 
& Butzbach, Schloss Kaserne, 
Germany, 1960-1963), H.W. Deering, 
(817) 737-6785, aromega@aol.com 

24th QM Co 24th Inf Div (Korea, 1954- 
1955), Otho Crawford, (706) 327-0808 

26th Cbt Support Grp TAC Support 
Grp (Jet Eng Shop, Toul Rosieres, 
France, 1962-1965), Phil Howe, (603) 
256-6574, rosephil11@netzero.com 

82nd Abn 307th Cbt Eng 2nd Pit 
(WWII), Walter Kearns, (908) 604-2078 

173rd Abn Div (Vietnam, Dec 1969- 
Nov 1970), William H. Sloan III, P.O. 
BOX 187, Bristol, FL 32321 

188th Ord Depot Co (Europe, 1943- 
1945), Lee H. Morston, (530) 343-1760 

202nd MP Co (1942-1992), Jeff Mack, 
(847) 561-0056, coldwartowerrat202@ 
yahoo.com 

204th Cbt Eng C Co (Fort Devens, 
MA, Apr-Aug 1943), Hal Pritchard, 
(708) 798-4561 

300th Salvage Repair (Europe, 1944- 

1945), Joe Sheridan, (614) 876-8842 
315th Sig Const Bn (Worms, Germany, 

1951-1953), Lee Wynn Jr., wynn30@ 

adelphia.net 
322nd Sig Co Wing 8th AF (Europe, 

WWII), GUS M. VergOS, (251) 432-1779 
335th Med Bombardment Grp HQ 

(Shreveport, LA, 1942-1945), Charles 

"Tip" Carter, (812) 523-8673 
447th AAA Wpns Bn (June 1944-May 

1945), Mildred Palmisano Wood, (225) 

275-9009, rwood55954@aol.com 
502nd MP Bn 19th MP Co (Fort Carson, 

CO, 1965-1968), Paul H. Hayes, (618) 

283-1866, phayes® earthlink.net 
526th CC&S Co (Quy Nhan, Vietnam, 

Aug 1967-Aug 1968), Theodore J. 

Krush, (912) 437-7873 
571st Ammo Ord Co Northpoint 
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(Kriegsfeld, Germany, 1963-1965), 

Kenneth Manes, (562) 920-0106, 
twok300man@earthlink.net 

599th FA 7th Army 35th Grp 
(Germany, 1950-1958), M. Marek, 
(713) 468-6520, mari999@evl.net 

610th, 618th ACW Sqds 527th ACW 
Grp (Southern Japan Radar Units, 
1947-1960), Marvin Jordahl, (904) 739- 
9337, jordahlmarvin@attbi.com 

809th FA C Btry (Germany, 1944- 
1945), Kenneth Zartman, (410) 
947-5486 

928th Eng Avn Grp HQ (1947-1958), 

Larry Tieri, (708) 246-1718, Itieri® 
aol.com 

1100th Air Police Sqdn (Boiling AFB, 
Jan 1949-Aug 1952), C. Avery Wilson, 
512 E. 17th St. North, Newton, IA 50208 

1801st AACS Sqd (Orlando AFB, FL, 
Jan 1955-Feb 1956), Dalton Rackley, 
(252) 459-2153, daltonrackley@aol.com 

1919th, 2022nd AACS DetS 
(Greenville AFB, MS, 1951- 
1955), Hugh MacDonell, 6004 
Buckhorn Road, Greensboro, NC, 
hmacfrog@bellsouth.net 

3435th Med Maint (Pusan, Korea, 
1945-1946), John Russell Opdycke, 
(419) 682-2123 

A Co 1304th Eng Const Bn (Burma, 
1945), LOU Dezso, (201) 845-7707 

A Co Staff Bn AG Radio & Cable GHQ 

FEC (Tokyo, 1949-1951), James R. 

Sheil, (314) 863-5072 
Army Personnel Harbor Def Key West 

A, B, C & D Brtys (Fort Zachary 

Taylor, Key West, 1942-1945), 

Vincent P. Corsaro, (914) 939-8216 
B Co 1st Bn 504th inf 82nd Abn Div 

(Tulsa, OK, 1970-1971), William H. 

Sloan III, P.O. Box 187, Bristol, FL 32321 
C Co 110th Bn 77th Rgt (IRTC Camp 

Joseph T. Robinson, AR), Hobart E. 

McReynolds, (423) 652-7785 
Co 251 (NTC San Diego, June-Aug 

1960), Johnny R. White, (903) 759- 

7293, johnnywhite@cox-internet.com 
Det 169 (Sinop, Turkey, 1968-1969), 

Gary R. Conley, (615) 826-5509, gkc2@ 

juno.com 

feamcom ab (Marauders Football, 
Tachikawa, Japan, June 1951-Dec 

1952) , Dan Haynes, (903) 825-6554, 
e.b.149@acl.com 

Fit 2346 (Sampson AFB, Feb-Apr 

1953) , George Janasov, janasov® 
laughlin.net 

Golf Btry 3rd Bn 11th Mar (Chu Lai, 
Vietnam, 1965-1966), Margaret 
Smith, margar@casstel.net 

H&HS MWHG 2nd MAW MCAS 
(Cherry Point, NC, Apr 1955-Dec 
1957), Ed Morris, (928) 758-4384 

Hitchcock, TX, AB (Lost Blimp, Dec 
1943), Jack Brooks, (941) 474-8435 

Hoffman island Radio School Sects 
1-58 (1944-1945), Harry Sletten, 
AP583, Ajijic, Jalisco, Mexico, 011-52 
(376) 766-0839 

HQ Btry 787th AAA AW Btry, James 
Ingram, 11111 N.W. 112th Place, 
Chiefland, FL 32626, jing@svic.net 

HQ Korean Comm Zone (AG Sect, 
Taegue, Korea, 1954-1955), Bob 
Crane, (435) 586-6478, milford_crane@ 
yahoo.com 

Mar Corps Eng, George R. Hillebrand, 
(910) 346-8088 

MASS 1 MACG 1 (Cherry Point, NC, 
Apr 1955-Dec 1957), Ed Morris, (928) 
758-4384 



NTC San Diego Serv School Admin 

(1972-1974), James Gould, (217) 562- 

5747, madhouse@chipsnet.com 
Pilot Class 55-N (Bartow ab, FL, 

May-Sept 1954), Dalton Rackley, (252) 

459-2153, daltonrackley@aol.com 
Pilot Class 56-M (Bainbridge, GA & 

Enid, OK), John A. Sells, (303) 722- 

0543, jsells6332@aol.com 
Pit 42 5th Bn (MCRD Parris Island, SC, 

Jan-Apr 1954), John V. Hodin, (303) 

431-8433, jvhodin@aol.com 
Pit 332 1st Bn (MCRD Parris island, 

SC, June-Aug 1945), John D. Sullivan, 

(434) 685-1373 
Tech Cont Class (Fort Monmouth, 

NJ, 1966-1967), Gary R. Conley, (615) 

826-5509, gkc2@juno.com 
US Army Depot Activ HQ Co (Vitry, 

France, Jan 1965-Dec 1966), Ricardo 

Sanchez, (830) 773-2277 
USN Advanced Base (La Fe, Cuba, 

1943-1945), Bob Faloon, (952) 935-4300 
USS Arnold J. isbell DD 869 (1946- 

1947), Robert E. Dufour, (651) 674-2813 
USS Bushnell AS 15 (June 1952-Oct 

1955), Eugene Lindgren, (763) 572-0255 
USS Camp DER 251 (Newport, Rl, 

Pearl Harbor, HI & Vietnam, 1963- 

1967), F.N. Hannegan, (703) 370-2916, 

fatdadret@earthlink.net 
USS Greensboro PF 101, Griffin J. 

Brumsfield, (318) 997-2178 
USS Lackawanna AO 40 (1942-1946), 

Harold B. Williams, (775) 841-4567, 

hbagnes@charter.net 
USS LCT 810 Flotilla 17 (France, 

WWII), Alfred Nobile, (732) 845-9541 
USS LST 909 (WWII), Charles L. 

Foreman, (906) 226-3000 
USS Malvern IX 138 (Apr 1944-Oct 

1945) , Harry Pollok, (714) 891-9566, 
icerock03@msn.com 

USS New Orleans LPH 11 (westpac 
Cruise, 1974-1975), James D. Silva, 
2260 S. State St., Ukiah, CA 95482 

USS Redfish SS 395 (1953-1954), 
Claude C. Wright, (909) 845-2446, 
dotw@pe.net 

USS Waddell DDG 24 (1964-1992), 
Bill Brewer, 13070 Triadelphia Road, 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 

USS Wantuck APD 125 (Japan & Korea, 

1953), J.L. Cooper, (225) 766-6485 
USS WhipstOCk YOG 49 (1944-1945), 

Cal Horman, vfwcal@aol.com 
USS xanthus AR 19 (Pacific, 1945- 

1946) , Robert D. Hanson, (651) 
237-0138 

v-5 Co (Maryville, MO & Oxford, 
OH, 1945-1946), Larry Bleichfeld, 
larrbe@aol.com 

Wakeman Gen Hosp (Camp 
Atterbury, IN, 1945-1946), J. Samsa, 
(724) 667-7209, jesamsa@msn.com 



TAPS 

Robert C. Gabrielson, Dept. of South 
Dakota. Nat'l Aerospace Cmte. Memb. 
1967-1971 and 1972-2003, Dept. Cmdr. 
1971-1972, Nat'l Aerospace Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1981-1982, Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 
1982-1983 and Nat'l Aerospace Cmte. 
Chmn. 1992-2002. 

Edwin Markiewicz, Dept. of 
Pennsylvania. Nat'l Americanism 
Cncl. Memb. 1977-1978, Nat'l Counter- 
Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1978-1984, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1984-1985, Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1987- 



BESTOS CAUSES MESOTHELIOMA 



1992 and 1996-2003, Dept. Cmdr. 1992- 

1993, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 

Chmn. 1993-1994, and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 

Memb. 1985-1990, 1993-1994, 1999- 

2000 and 2001-2003. 
Anthony F. Tuccillo, Dept. of 

New York. Nat'l Law & Order 

Advisory Board Memb. 1986-1989, 

Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 

Vice Chmn. 1989-1996 and Nat'l 

Employment Cmte. 1996-2003. 
Charles E. Unsworth, Dept. of Alaska. 

Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 2000-2003, 

Dept. Cmdr. 2002-2003. 
Chauncey B. witcraft, Dept. of 

Oklahoma. Nat'l Trans. Cmte. Memb. 

1949-1950, Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. 

Advisory Board Memb. 1953-1954, 

Nat'l Sec. Tng. Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1955- 

1956, Nat'l Trans. Cmte. Vice Chmn. 

1957-1959, Nat'l Child Welfare Cmsn. 

Advisory Memb. 1959-1960, Dept. 

Cmdr. 1962-1963, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. 

Memb. 1963-1966 and 1967-1993, 

Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Memb. 

1966-1967, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 

1979-1982 and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 

1993-2001. 

Nathan M. Wolfe, Dept. of South 
Carolina. Nat'l Law & Order Cmte. 
Memb. 1965-1966 and 1968-1970, Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 1966-1970, 
Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1969- 
1970, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 1971- 
1973, Dept. Cmdr. 1973-1974, Nat'l Vice 
Cmdr. 1978-1979, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1980-1993 and 1997-2001, Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1997- 
1998 and Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1997. 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347 
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All Classified 
advertising is payable in advance by check or 
money order. Please make remittance payable 
to "The American Legion Magazine." RATES: 
$24 per word. Count street addresses and box 
numbers as two words; all city, state and zip 
codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must 
be received 60 days before cover date of issue 
desired. All advertisements are accepted at the 
discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

WORLD WAR II VETERANS COMMITTEE ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE November 6-8, Alexandria, VA. 
Speakers include Admiral Thomas Moorer, 
General Andrew Goodpaster and Governor Ed 
Whitcomb. Panels on D-Day, Iwo Jima, Battle 
of the Bulge. Church service, awards banquet, 
swing band dance. Vets registration $140. Call 
(202) 777-7272. 

JOIN THE UNIVERSAL SHIP CANCELLATION 
SOCIETY, whose members are dedicated to the 
study and collecting of naval and maritime mail 
and ship history. For free journal and informa- 
tion contact Steve Shay, 747-A Shard Court, 
Fremont, CA 94539, www.uscs.org. 

WWW.AMERICANSPIRITMERCHANDISE.COM. 




When you're in for the fight of 
your life, turn to a fellow veteran. 



For many vets, their battles are far from over. 
They're stricken with mesothelioma or lung 
cancer from exposure to asbestos in unsafe work 
environments. Burdened with skyrocketing medical 
costs, vets and their families need financial security. 

As a former Marine, I fought with you yesterday. 
As a seasoned attorney, I'll fight for you today. 
Coady attorneys have successfully represented 
vets in mesothelioma claims nationwide for over 
a decade. We've helped them understand their 
rights - and secured their rightful compensation. 

Trust in someone who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm - we leave no man behind. 




Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 



C D ADY 



FIRM 



For free medical and legal information, dial 1 -888-802- MES0, or visit www.MIRG.org 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 



VETS, remember Capra's "Why We Fight" or 
"The Negro Soldier"? Filmmakers want you, 
(212) 807-0796. 

AFFORDABLE CIGARETTES Starting at $10.99. 
Call (800) 542-6042, www. 1 SingleFeather.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Ivy House Pub- 
lishing Group. Write: 5122 Bur Oak Circle, Dept. 
AL, Raleigh, NC 27612, (800) 948-2786. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CIGARETTES START $9.75! Easy, fast, friendly, 
(877) 945-0704. 

CIGARETTES AT DISCOUNT PRICES. Call toll-free, 



(877) 945-0862. Volume discounts, free shipping, 
free lighters. 

PERSONALS 

WWW.ASIAN-WOMEN.COM, (808) 325-7707. 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879-4625. 

WANTED 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

HELMETS, (215)357-9060. 

OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 

FREE CATALOG, (800) 841-7404. Kraus, 
Box 7850-LM, Independence, MO 64054, 
www.eckraus.com/offers/lm.asp. 
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LEGION SHOPPER 



Tradition Of Heroes Past 

Homing Pigeons were used to deliver life-saving 
messages during World Wars I and II. Now they are 
enjoyed in a fun, family, backyard sport. 




Excitement Of Racing Today 
TAKE PRIDE 

# IN OUR if 

VETS 



Join Today! 

Call for FREE information. Mention P2069 



" American Racing Pigeon Union 

P.O. Box 18465 

Oklahoma City, OK 73154-0465 
405-848-5801 • www.pigeon.org 



y^JJ AMERICAN RAC 




Palmer's one-hand operated, double & 
single seat 3 wheelers are Gear driven. 
FREE BROCHURE ♦ 

i& Call 800-847-1304 



^ PALMER INDUSTRIES 



ENDICOTT NY 13763 
ALSO PEDAL / ELECTRIC 1 & 2 SEATERS & 
HANDCYCLES, ELECTRIC KIT FOR TRIKES 

Visit us at our Web Site: www.palmennd.com 




Box A-3976 Dept.L Chicago,Il 60690 




HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

• ALL MAKES & MODELS * TERMS ARRANGED 
. 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE • ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
• CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS . 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110 



1 


J.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 




CO 

o 


(■m FREE CATALOG! 
Ill FREE SHIPPING! 




1 


I f TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
V VETS SUPPLY LINE 
JL 10550 CO- RD 81, #218 


1 


O 
Q 


*W r MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING - FAST DELIVERY 


m 

CO 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 




IMPOTENCE 

IMPCfe/M),. 

• VACUUM THERAPY SYSTEM 

• 95% SUCCESS 

• FDA AND MEDICARE APPROVED 

Osco Savon Eckerd 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800- 475-3091 



A treasured symbol 
of your service 




Classic Military Rings are in a different 
league from typical school-style service rings. 
Over 140 rings available in silver or solid gold. 
Men's ring prices start at $147. 60 day 
money-back guarantee & lifetime warranty. 

Call for a FREE color catalog: 
1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Military Rings, 
435SE85, Dept. A-1 003, Portland OR 97216. 
www.ClassicRings.com i Code A-1003 
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20 th Century Silver Dollar Collection 




3 Mint Quality 
Silver Dollars 



4995 



for only 

You will receive all 3 Silver Dollars- 
a 1921 Morgan, a 1923 Peace as well as a 1971 
Eisenhower, in their original Brilliant Uncirculated 
condition. All 3 coins housed in our custom presen- 
tation case for display. Add $7.00 per set for P&H. 

30-Day Unconditional Guarantee 

Eastern Numismatics Inc 

642 Franklin Ave Garden City, N.Y. 1 1 530 

1-800-835-0008 



Major 
Credit Cards 
Accepted 



WORLD'S 

LOWEST PRICES Trade 



Factory Direct 

V 




All Sizes 

Electropedic® Scooters & Wheel Chairs Chair & 
Adjustable Beds Vehicle Lifts & Elevators Stair-Lifts 



ElectroEase.com 
800-446-5040 



FREE Software 



For Increased Button Profits with 

Badge-A-Minit 

Expand your profitability with Badge-A-Minit buttons. Using our 
FREE Button Builder software — a $19.95 value - 
you can create customized buttons for 
customers. Buttons cost less than 160 
to make and can be sold for $1 or 
more. Your Starter Kit is only $29.95 
and contains everything you need 
to get started, including the 
Button Builder software. ^r* 
Request your FREE t 
catalog or order today! 



www.badgeaminit.com 



Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL1003, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 613 
Call 800*223*4 lO: 




MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 

•High quality 
•200 styles 
•FREE catalog 

HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5M Hingham, MA 02043 
1-0OO992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com 
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MEN...LOOK TALLER! 




* Display Your* 
Military Awards! 



3000 Official 
Medals, Badges, 
^Patches & Insignia 
Army • Navy 
Marines 
.•Air Force 



Call for your rnCu Color Catalog 

1-800-486-1651 



web'store @ www.usmedals.com 



RHODES HEARING 
FREE CATALOG! 

MINI-CANAL ^0^^M 

MINI- M' In 

t ::.Jmm 



[ 



rKUIVI 5>iyy 6l Ur 



SAVE HUNDREDS! 
• 45 DAY TRIAL! 



CALL OR WRITE: 

RHODES HEARING 

201 R11 OHIO ST., 
Brookport, IL 62910 
1-800-320-3300 EXT R1 




FLAG CO., INC, 

P.O. BOX 1118 

800-992-3524 



www.martinsflag.com 



"Ask for our colorful catalog" 
ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



DIABETICS! 
NOW YOUR COMPUTER CAN 
HELP YOU TO STAY HEALTHY 

New QuickTek™ glucometer makes 
it faster, easier, less painful to per- 
form your daily glucose test. Best 
of all, it's covered by Medicare! 

* USES LESS BLOOD THAN OTHER 

METERS 

* YOU CAN USE A THINNER 

LANCET FOR LESS PAIN! 

4 DOWNLOAD RESULTS TO 

YOUR COMPUTER! 
4 NO COST TO YOU IF YOU HAVE 
MEDICARE & SUPPLEMENT 

CALL FOR DETAILS NOW, THERE'S NO 
OBLIGATION! 

Please mention Key Code 225 
^icdtetic SuppxvU A<f&nc4f, 

1-800-595-0228 



ELEVATORS^.Shoes that make you appear 
up to 3" taller. Over100 styles. Money Back 
Guarantee. Hidden height increaser inside 
shoes. Making men taller since 1939. Call 
or write for FREE color catalog. 
www.elevatorshoes.com/ 9.htm 

ELEVATORS® I 

RICHLEE SHOE CO., DEPT. AL30 

P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MP 21705 



1-800-343-3810 



•HAT PINS • MEDALS • 

03 



FREE COLOR CATALOG 

2500+ Military Designs 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 
Call now! Tall-free! 
1 -888-223- 1 1 59 

Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 




by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547AL, Peru, ll_ 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 



Need Sleep? P ^ 

ADJUSTABLE BED" 



In-Home 
90 Day 
Trial 



11^^800401-8692 

Or write to: Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds 
15950 Bernardo Center Dr., #B, San Diego, CA 92127 

www.sleep-comfort.com 




www, mi litarymatters.com 



northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discounts 

save $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State). Let North American, 
the world's largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget. In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free 
estimate call: North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: andy2828@aol.com 




Enjoy an active 
rewarding lifestyle! 

Scooter Lifts & Ramps Available. 
Quality & Savings You Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter Discounters 




AIRBORNE LEATHERS 

www.airborne-leathers.com 

Genuine GOAT SKIN LEATHER JACKETS 



LIQUIDATION SALE SPECIAL 

Reduced from s 2*o to 1:9 



BROWN 

or 
BLACK 



Regs S-XXL 
Tails (+10) LT-XXLT 



$ 



98 



ea 

S&H 
$ 9 per JKT. 



Call TOLL FREE I Mail in your order to: 

9-5 EST M-F OR ^ B E °^ rk E LEATHERS 
1-800-247-9501 | Moonachie, NJ 07074 
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parting shots | 

I love Halloween. 
The Christmas 
decorations look 
so nice in the 
department stores. 



"I WAS SO UGLY as a kid we 

never had a jack-'o-lantern. They 
just stuck me in the window." 

- Rodney Dangerfield 

NEWSPAPER MISPRINTS 

■ A transplant surgeon has 
called for a ban on "kidneys-for- 
ale" operations. 

■ The extinction may have 
occurred when a steroid hit the 
earth. 

■ Wanted: 50 girls for stripping 
machine operators in factory. 

■ Stock up and save. Limit: one. 

■ Our experienced mom will 
care for your child. Fenced yard, 
meals and smacks included. 

■ NJ judge to rule on nude beach 

■ Child's stool great for garden use 

■ The all-girl orchestra was 
rather weak in the bras section. 

■ Alzheimer center prepares for 
affair to remember 

NEW EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK 

■ Dress code: It is advised that 
you come to work dressed 
according to your salary. If we 






"Ah, here we are - Tom Vickeron. Eternity 
with the 'Dude, you're getting a DelT guy." 
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"Didn't anyone tell you about Casual Friday, Johnson?" 

see you wearing $350 Prada 
sneakers and carrying a $600 
Gucci bag, we assume you are 
doing well financially and do not 
need a raise. If you dress poorly, 
you need to learn to manage your 
money better so you may buy 
nicer clothes; therefore, you do 
not need a raise. If you dress in 
between, you are right where you 
need to be and therefore do not 
need a raise. 

■ Sick days: We will no longer 
accept a doctor's statement as 
proof of illness. If you are able to 
go to the doctor, you are able to 
come to work. 

■ Personal days: Each employee 
will receive 104 personal days a 
year. They are called Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

■ Bereavement leave: This is no 
excuse for missing work. You can 
do nothing for dead friends, 

relatives or co-workers. 
Every effort should be made 
to have non-employees 
attend to the arrangements. 
In rare cases where employ- 
ee involvement is neces- 
sary, funerals should be 
scheduled in the late 
afternoon. We will be glad 
to allow you to work 
through your lunch hour 
and leave one hour early. 
■ Restroom use: Entirely 
too much time is being 
spent in the restroom. A 
strict three-minute time 
limit in the stalls is in effect. 
After three minutes, an 
alarm will sound, the toilet- 
paper roll will retract, the 
stall door will open and a 
picture will be taken. After 
your second offense, your 



"If so, answer, 'I surrender/" 

picture will be posted on the 
company bulletin board under the 
"chronic offenders" category. 

A MAN COMES HOME from an 
exhausting day at work, plops 
down on the couch in front of the 
television and yells to his wife, 
"Get me a beer before it starts." 
The wife sighs and gets him a 
beer. Fifteen minutes later, he 
says, "Get me another beer before 
it starts." She looks cross but 
fetches another beer and slams it 
down next to him. He finishes 
that beer and a few minutes later 
yells, "Quick, get me another 
beer. It's going to start any 
minute." 

The wife is furious. She yells 
back, "Is that all you're going to 
do tonight? Drink beer and sit in 
front of that TV? You're nothing 
but a lazy, drunken, fat slob. 
Furthermore 

The man sighs and says to 
himself, "It's started." 




W Asbestos 
tejCancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm* 




"Defeating today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 



(Law Offices of Jonathan David, P.C.*) 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



N Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 




HOODED FLEECE 

SWEATSHIRT 



just 




SIZES to 5XL, ONE LOW PRICE! 



M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 
4XL(58-60) 5XL(62-64) 



□ Check □ Visa 
Card # 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 
Send jackets. I enclose $ purchase price 

plUS toward postage. GA residents add sales tax 

FREE POSTAGE' 1 9.99each 2 for 37.95 3 for 54.85 



7TN-31706 



WHAT 
SIZE? 



riB HUNTER 



HOW 
MANY? 



□ MasterCard 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address_ 



□ Discover/NOVUS® 
Exp.: 



City 



State 



Zip. 



1WI 



Grey 
Heathei 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or 
Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 

• Football Coaches, 

• Snow Plow Operators, 
• Wood Choppers, 

• Iron Workers, 
• Builders, and 
• Tough Guys of 
any stripe: 
SHIVER 
NO MORE! 

NO MORE 
BIG BUCKS 
TO SHELL 
OUT and 
FREE 
POSTAGE! 

Get this fully 
insulated 
ultimate 
hooded 
fleece sweatshirt! 

• Hefty cotton 
polyester fleece 

• Warm polyester fiberfill 

• Quilt nylon lining! 

• 100% Wash & Wear! 

GET YOURS NOW, 

Just 




and 



